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SS 7 fu perfiuous a as Profaces | 
SN feem; yet there is one .. 
wi DE Mi hing which makes it 
7a} in a manner neceflary 
Meu to prefix a. few Lines 
to a Volume, in regard there is an 
Occafion given by the Objections 
fome Gentlemen have been lately 
pleafed to make againft the Style of. 
the Engli/h Tranilation. ‘Thefe Per- 
fons having by a very coftly Inguifi- 
tivenefs, tam and procur’d the I¢a- 
lian Copy of the Letters, and com- 
Aura par’d 


١ Ti the RENDER 


pard them with the Engi, pick 

many Faults in the latter, which they 
wou'd fain improve to the leffening 
the Reputation of the Turki/h Spy, or 
at 16211 to the heightning of their 
own Characters,asWz¢s and Criticks, 
Maftersot Languages, andthe Grand 
Patentees of Human Senfe. 

In the firft place they fay, the 
ItaltanTranflation keeps clofe tothe 
Original Arabick; whereas the Exg- 
lif abounds too much with Ang li- 
cifms, which are not fufficient to ex- 
prefs the 4uthor’s Primitive Senfe. 

How impoffiblea thing it is, to 
pleafe all People in Undertakings of 
this Nature! Formerly they were of- 
fended that fo many Turk:/h and A- 
rabick Words were left untranflated. 
And that being anfwered in the Pre- 
face to the Fourth Volume, they have © 
now form’d New Arguments out of 
that very Anfwer, to affault us on the 
contrary Side, and tax us with being 
tooVernacular.”’T is true, the Letters 
they have fent to the Book/eller 3 
this 


To the READER. 

this Account, are not fubSrib’d“ 
length: Yet, by Accident, one of the 
Genttemens Hand-writing is known. 
And tho’ we acknowledge him to be 
an ingenious Perfon, and a Man of 
Learning; yet 1 believe he would be 
unwilling his Letter fhould here be 
expos'd in Print (or the Orignal 
fhew’d to fome that know him, and 
perhaps may claim an equal Rank 
among the Criticks.) | 
— Bur to come to the Purpofe; I- 
‘have often heard Tran/lationsblamed 
for keeping too clofe to the Orginal 
Phrafe; but never any, before this, 
for a Negligence that is abfolutely 
neceflary to retain the Senfe of a Fo- 
reign Author. All the World knows: 
‘there isa vaft Diftance between A- 
rabick and the Languages of Eurepes 
and if the Italian Tranflator -was 
more exact in forming his Words up 
to a near Imitation of the 2 
Proprieties of Speech, no doubt but 
impartial Men will rather cenfure it 
as a Fault, than cry itup for an Ex- 

A 4 cellency;. _ 
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To the READER. | 
Silence fince nothing founds well 
in any Banguage, which is not de- 
liver’d in the Natural Idiom. Every 
‘thing ought to be writ in as famili- 
‘ar a Style as we difcourfe; efpecial- 
ly Letters, which are but a Proxy- 
Method of converfing at a Diftance. 
And he that tranflates out of one 
Language into another, ought toaim 
chiefly at this, that he be fure to re- 
tain the Original Senfe, and render it 
fmoeth and eafy to the Reader. The 
‘Flowers of Arabia and Italy, when 
once tranfplanted to our barren Exg- 
lif Soil, lofe their Virtue and Beau- 
ty, till ‘they are naturaliz’d:. What 
then muft we expe& from. their 
Weeds? Doubtlefs, there are fome 
‘Peculiarities in all Languages; and 
to tranflateVerbatim from fo remote 
a Tongue, would found as harfh as 
French does in an 5 
Mouth, when he pronounces It as 
tis writ. 

WwW ATTI have more to fay, is, 
that as this Volume contains a Hz ifory 
| of 


To the READER, 


of Things tranfacted within the Me- 
mory of moftMen now livifts: ott 
two fucceeding Tomes fall down low | 
er and’ nearer to the prefent Times: 
Giving an Account of Events where- 
of many have been. Eye-witnefies, ~ 
«and wherein not a few have had.a 
Perfonal Share either, by way of 
Aion, or fuffering Profit or Da- 
mage; which muft needs afford De- 
light to thinking Men; fince there 
is nothing more agreeable to Mor- 
tals, than to reflect on the former 
Paffages of their Lives according te: 
that of the Poet: 


Hac qui? ‘meminii 70 


Besipes, fot DEE fa 0 Encow~ 
ragement 3 the candid Reader, he 
may affare himfelf; that towards the 
Conclufion of the Lat Volume, he 
will meet with feveral Secrets سمط‎ 
tween the Frenchand Turki/b Courts, 
which will difcover the true Source 
of the Prefent War between the Em- 

Beng peror 


To the READER. 


eror of Germany and the Grand” 


er and give a Glimpfe of the 


private Machinations and Springs. 


which have put all Europe into the 
Hurly-burly’ tis now in: 

I HAvE but this more to fay, 
that we hope to be more fpeedy ‘in 
publifhing the Remainder of thefe 
' Letters, than we have hitherto been 
in the Former Volumes. Reader, 


Adieu. 
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Letrersand MATTERS con- 
tained in this VoLUME, 
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BOOK 1. 
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pra a 3 Abmut the Arabian at Paris,to 

de <p PS Denet Oglou his Friend at Con- 

XL E ftantinople,. Page rs: 

ecs He relates the Errors ‘he com= 
drm in Point of Addrefs and Carriage: 

en he firft came to Paris. 

II. To the Reis Effendi, or Principal Se- 

cretary of the Ottoman Empire, 8: 


Of a Fellow that doge’d him up and down 
A. 6 | the 


The TABLE. 
fhe Streets of Paris. and bis Appreben- 


na he veupon, 
111 Ti o Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Pre- 
. ١ fident of the College of Sciences at ia 


pit 

He complains of his frequent Sadnefs on the 
Account of bis Employment. 

IV. To the Kaimacham, 

Of the Quakers im Holland, England, 
Germany, and other Parts of Europe. 

V. To the fame, 18 

Of the Peace concluded between France and 
Spain, Of the Match) between the King 

_of France and the Spanith Infanta.. Of 
the Duke of Lorrain’s Releafe, and the 
Prince of Conti’s Refioration. 

VI. ToHamet; Reis Effendi, Principal 

Secretary of ibe Ottoman Empire. 2 +- 

He 1 bis Acceffion to that Digni- 
“ty. Of the Death of the King of Sweden,” 
and the Duke of Orleans. 

VII. To Dgnet Oglou, Peat 

He di ifeourfes againf the little Superftitions 
“of the Mahometans. Of Moles and the 
~ Jews in Egypt. 

VI. To the Kaimacham, 

Of the Prince of Conde’s Reception Ke 
Entertainment at the French Court. 
Some Paffages of his Life. | 

IX. To Lao / 5 22 


of 


1 
The (P ABL +E 
Of King Charles II. bis Ripr; tion to ge 
rown. Pen 
7 Le Mchemet, an exil’d Éunuch, © 
Caite in Egypt, 
He breaks forth into melancholy Pxcuef DS 
XI. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire, 39 
He relates fome Paffages of Finny, IV’s 
Life. 
XII. 70 Muftapha, Berber Aga. . 43 
Of the extraordinary Magnificence at the 
New-married King and Queen's Entry 
into Paris. 
XIII. To Dgnet Oglou. 45 
Of an Earthquake at Paris: 
XIV. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principat 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire, 47 
Obfervations on the R eign of Liewis XIII. 
XV..To Mahummed in the Defart, 52 
Of the Earthquake at Paris, and other 
Parts 37 France, 


BOOK Il 


| L E T 5 E Riolo ù 
O the.venerable Mufti, |. 55, 
Of Cardinal Mazarinv s Death. 
sae Pala E on bis Life. 
Il. To the Vizir Azem ai the Porte, 58 
© Farther 


x \ | > 
The TABLE. 
Fe er ther ‘marks on Cardinal Mazarini. 
I i #&&teli-Hali, bis Brother, Mafter 
of the Cuftoms, at Conftantinople, 60 
Of bis Coufin Uouf’s Refidence at Aftra- 
٠ can. A Charatter of the Mufcovites. 
IV. To Orcham Cabet, Student in the Sci- 
ences, and Penfioner to tbeSultan, 62 
He congratulates his Converfion to the Ma- 
hometan Faith, 
V. To the Mufti, 64 
Of the King of France?s Power to cure the 
King’s Evil. 

VI. To Mirmadolin, Santone of the Vale 
_~ of Sidon, 67 
He applauds the bappy Life of a Santone. 
VII. Zo Dgnet Oglon.. 70: 
Of Painters. A Story of Martin STA 

fkirk. Another of Giotto. 
VIII. Zo Lubano AbufaiSaad, an Egyp- 
tian Knight, 0 di 
Of the Dauphin’s Birth. 
_ IX. To Cara Hali, Pbyfician to the Chand! 
Signior, 78. 
Of Hardinefs, Indi ifference, and Refi ci 
son.” 
X. To the fame. 3 
Of Plays, and an odd Accident that 1 ie 
pewd at one, in the Prefence of the King, 
and the whole Court. © 
XI, Zo Denet Oglou; wi ed 
} | dle 


The T A B'LE 
He complains of the Slanders caft on 
fome at the cd Sood 
XII. To Abraham Eli ee Hadgi, 
٠: Preacher to the Seraglio, 90 
Of the wicked Lives of Priefts and Monks. 
XIII. To the Chiaus Bafla, 97 
Of the French King’s Condutt and Govern 
ment. 
XIV. To the fame, EOL 
— More on the fame Subjett. Of an extraor- 
dinary Tournament, or Caroufal, at the 
‘French Court. 
XV, To Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant ai 
‘Venice. 
He applauds his Sincerity in 2200 the 
Muffulman Faith, 

XVI. To the Kaimacham, 109 
Of the Attempts made on the Lives of the 
Duke and Duchefs of Crequi. : 

٠ XVII. Zo Mohammed, the dluftrious E- 

remite of Mount Uriel in Arabia, 111 
Of the Contradittions and Uncertainty of 

ancient Records, &c. 
XVIII. To Hafnadar-B; alti, chief Treafu- 
rer to His Highnefs, 115 
Of the Birth and Death of Madam of 
France. Of the Peace concluded between 
France and Spain. è He refletts on the 
“\Englifh, for delivering up Dunkirk to 
tbe F PERI: Re ihe Marriage between 
ike 


The 1 AE Lot 
the King of Ragland and the Infanta of 


ore: "a A 
XIX. “To he Kaimacham, 117 
He relates a firange Paffage that haxpen’d 

to him in vifiting a Calabrian Traveller, 

profeling Aftrology and Phyfick. 
XX. To the Captain Bafla, 121 
Of a wonderful Man taken up on the Coajts 
of North Holland. 
XXI. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew af 

Vienna, 124 

He endeavours to convince bim that H{mael 
_ was Heir of the Promifes made to.Abra- 
ham, as being the Firft-born Son. With 
. fome Recriminations on the Race of Ifaac. 
XXII. To the fame, 128 
He difcourfes concerning the Origin of Nobi- 
lity and Grandeur among Men. | 
XXIII. To Codarafrad CE a Mer of 
othe Law, Ph. 
Of a Man that was executed at Paris, 71 
. afferting that be was the Son of GOD. 


| vitro teeing 111 


0 i. 
72 SOARS bis Coufin,, at Chalce- 
| a 9 36 
He SEI his لكين‎ from, Place to 
Place, 


De 10 her 5 4 BL (E, 
Place, and advifes bim } ta travel LA 
in the World; or at leaf 10 URINE 
_ fin at Aftracan. 
II. To Pefteli Hali, bis Brother, Mafter of 
the Cuftoms at Conftantinople, 139 
Of the Wars and Revolutions in Indoftan 3 
with fome Remarks on the different Po- 
licy of Eaftern Nations: 
III. Ze Ufeph Bafla, 143 
Of the Conver fion of the Duke of Mecklen- 
_. burgh te the Roman Faith, Of the mag- 
nificent Entry the Swifs Ambaffadors 
© made into Paris. | 
:IV..To Hamet,. Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire, 145 
Of the King of France’s Amours.  plea- 
fant Story of bis Confeffor. » . 
V. To Pefteli Hali, bis Brother, Mafter 
_ of the Grand Signior?s Cujioms at Con- 
viftantinople, .. + - Bp, 
Of Mahmut’s Inclination to travel; bis 
_ particular Fancy for Indoftan: With a - 
Defeription of the Pleafures he fhould 
. take in paffing thither. 
VI. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire, 153 
Of the Death of the Duche/s of Savoy, and 
Carolus Jofephus, Brother.to the Ger- 
man Emperor. A general Character of 
Germany, France, Spain, igi 
Holland, 


—_ 


inal A Le 


SER lar lad otber Parts of Europe. 
1. Yo Verker Haffan, Baffa, 157 
He acquaints him bow he had been,affaffi- 
nated one Night in the Streets, as be was 
returning to bis Lodgings. Of bis Re- 
_ moval thereupon to another Part of the 


a Gi; 


VIII. To Nathan Ben Sàdai, a Jew at 
Vienna, . 162 
He informs him of the fame Accident, re- 
ferring bim for further Inftruéiions to 
. Eliachim, who would be fhortly at Vi- 
enna, 
IX. To Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant at 
‘Venice, G4 


| He forbids bim to fend any Bai to Paris, 


till he has receiv’d frefh Orders from the 
Porte. 


X. Tò Murat, Baffa. Sd gg 
He complains for Want of timely Intelli- 


gence from the Minifters of the Porte. 
~ Of the Vittories and Succeffes of the Ot- 
| tomans ia Hungary. Of Count Troz- 
zi’s Arrival at Paris, in Quality of Am- 
baffador from the Emperor. - 


XI. To Iouf, bis Kinfman, a Merchant at 


' pAftracan; . 0 | I 169 
‘A Charaéter of Spain. — ظ‎ 
XII. To Afis Baffa. 171 


Of the general Confternation in Europe, 
upon 


he TA BLL: E. 


sa spon the News of the Girona Si Signio 3s 
Advances into Hungary. Qj Curtifa 
- Chifi%s Arrival at Paris in Quality 7 
Legate de Latere from the Pope. 
XIII. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire, 172 
He gives him a Charaéter of Spain, diffe- 
rent from that be fent his Coufin Iouf. 
XIV. To Mufu Abu’! Yahyan, Profeffor ٠ 
of Philofophy at Fez, 176 
He difcourfes of the various Languages of 
Europe.. AStory of a German Ambaf- 
fador at the French Court. 
XV. To Ofman Adrooneth, Afrologer to 
the Sultan at Adrianople, Pee gic: 
of a Comet appearing in the Firmament. 
From whente he takes Otcafion to 241/5 
courfe about the Nature of Comets. 
XVI. JoHamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire, 182 
He informs bim of the Peace made between 
‘the Pope‘and the King of France, after 
the Affronts put upon the French Ambaf= 
. fador at Rome. Of the French King’ 0 
| Defign on Africk. 
XVII.. To Kerker Haffan, Bafla, 257 
He rejoices to bear that be is to be remov’d 
. from Paris toa C ountry Life, Somewhere 
in Afia. 
XVIII. To Mirmadolin, Santone of the 
Vale. 


Te /T ABLE 
Vale of Sid Na 188 
oe, that Men are Partakers of the 

Divine Nature. ADigreffion concerning 

‘the ancient Religion of the Gentiles. 
XIX. To the fame, 190 

A Sceptical Difcourfe after the Manner 
. of an Epicurean Philofopber. 

XX. Tolfouf, bis Coufin, a Merchant at 
نب‎ Aftracan, 192 

Mahmut complains of bis Uneafinefs in Pa- 
ris, and expreffes bis Emulation of the 
©. Arabs and Tartars. 

XXI. T oHamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
x Secretary of the Ottoman Empire, 196 
Remarks on the Marefchal de Turenne, 

| with a Charaéter of that Prince. 
XXII. To Orchan Cabet, Student of the 
Sciences, and Penfioner. to the Sat, 
__ Signior, 
Of a Paper of Verfes which the Kine 7 
France found one Morning on bis Table, 
Of Anne Marie de Skurman, the learned 
— Maid of Saxony. . 
XXIII. To the Captain Balla, 201 
Of a notable Victory obtain’d by the Eng- 
_ ith, under the Command of the: Duke of 
x “York, in a Sca- Fight with the Dutch. 
Of ihe King of France’ s.Defign to unite both 
Seas, by cutting a Canal thro’ Part of his 
. Kingdom. : 
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Dekel PBR 0, 
O Achmet Beig, Pia 

T Of the Death of Philip IV, King n 
Spain, and the Duke of Vendofine. 

II. Zo William Vofpel, a Reclufe of Au- 
ecftria, 209 

Mahmut endeavours to reclaim him from 
Bigotry. . 

111. Zo Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vi- 
enna, 212 

He refletis on the Mifna and Talmud of 
‘the Jews: Rebearfing briefly feveral ri- 
— diculous Stories out of the latter. Of a 
— Sort of Jews in North Afia, different 

". from the reft of that Lineage, in their 

° Language, Laws, and Religion. 

IV. To the fame,  Z15 

He gives him a more particular Account of 

_ thefe. Jews, their Cuftoms, and Manner 

of Life. 

V. To Mohammed, _Hadgi, Dervich, 
Eremitè of Mount Uriel ig Arabia the 
ier ib 219 


41 


Ro tells } pa My is in ae 5 bis future 

3 state: “However, afferts, That tis good 
to meditate op the. taft Things. 7 

VI. To the Kaimatham, pre 

Of Mirammud, the Son of the Xeriph 5; 
‘’Sallee’s, being. taken, Prifoner by the 


French. His Charatter and Enter- - 


tainment at the Court. 
VII. To. Hamet Muladdin, Xeriph of 
_ 5311665 | rt BG 
He acquainti, him with be fame Ti bing, and 
i ‘advifes bits to fend Spee | Ambalfadors to 
‘ the Court.of France, in order to bis Soy’ 5 
Redemption. © 
VIII. To Pefteli Hali, dis Brother, Ma- 
, fier 7 the Cuftoms at ii 


He informi bim of the T veatbery of. Sole. 
«man bis Coujin, in employing fome Ar - 
* menian Merchants at Paris, 0 pry in- 
to Mahimut’s Secrets, | è i 
Kia Deve Ode 2S 229 
More on the fame Subject, | 
X. To Hamet,; Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire, 233 
Of the Plague in London,‘ and-in other 
Parts, of England. Of the. Death of 
the Quyeen- Mother of France, and of 
the Prince of Conti,” 


XI, Pra 
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XI. To Nathan Ben Shs te 
Vienna, — 

He reproaches him with Bigotry sin me 
lieving Sabbati Sevi, the pretended Me/- 
= fias of Smyrna, ©. to be the true: Res 
‘deemer of Mrael.. قب‎ Sport Hi Hees of 
Sabbati Sevi?s Life. 3 

XII. To the Kaimacham, | 239 

An Account of the Jews, Exiravagancies 
on the Appear, of Sabbati, Sevi,, as 
«their Meffias. Strange, Reports.-of. the 
Ten Tribes that were carried away Cap- 
tive by Salmanaffar, King of se 

XIII. Zo Murat, Bafla, 

Of a War between the French i ie 
Englifh. Of a Marriage between the 
Emperor of Germany and the Infanta 
of Spain. 

XIV. Zo Pefteli Hali, bis Brother, Ma- 
fier of the Cuffoms, and Superintend- 
ant of the Arfenal at Conftantinople. 

ae 245 

He congratulates his new Advance; relates 
the Blowing-up of Rezan, a City in 

Ruflia, and defcants on ‘the Day of 
Doom. 

XV. To Ufeph, Baffa, 249 

Of the Continuance of the Plague in Eng- 
land, Of the Fire at London. 


wy 


XVI Go 
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VIT Cara Hali, Phyfician to the 
| Grand Signior, . 'p.i252 
He complains that our Knowledge of a Fe 
‘ture State%is very uncertain. 
XVII. To Kerker Haflan, Baffa, 257 
He rejoices to hear that he is to be remov’d 
from Paris to a Country Li ife, fome- 
where in Afia. 
XVIII. To Ifouf, bis Kinfinan, a Mer 
chant at Aftracan, | 262 
He gives him a Charaéter of bis Coufin So- 
\lyman, and bids bim beware of kim : x 
be foould come to Aftracan. 
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Writ by 


A Spy at Paris. 


VOL. VI. 


BOOK I. 


Libere RS Saat 


Mahmut be Arabian at Paris, to Denet 
Oglou, his Friend at Conftantinople. 


BT makes me fmile fometimes when 
xe i I refle& how often I was put to it 
a for an Addrefs fuitable to the Man- 
5 x ners of the Nazarenes, and the par- 
SER} ticular Mode of Paris when I firft 
. arriv’d at this City: For, thou know- 

eft we had other Employments, than to learn 
Fafhion’s and Conge’s at Palermo. The Mind 
of a pce is dejected under the Circumftances 

of his Cuptivity fo that he has not Leifure to 
B regard 


I rr o 


7 


i Letrers Writ by Vol. VI, 


ress veti 1 hing, but how to accomplifh his daily 
Tafk, and to pleafe his Patron. All his Study and 
Care is bent upon this, and there’s no Room left 


- for generous Thoughts; neither has he Means or 


Courage to venture on Projects, or improve the 
prefent Occurrences in order to his future Happi- 
nefs. Nay, he hardly dares think of ever being 
happy again. This was my Cafe, and I believe 
*twas not much better with thee. 

Yet, notwithftanding all the rigorous Ufage I had, 
the TORRE Kicks, Bruifes, Cuts and Wounds, 1 
receiv'd from the Hands of that barbarous Giafer, my 
Mafter, which made me fometimes incapable of do- 
ing him any Service by Day, or of taking any Reft 
myfelf by Night, I was‘refolv’d to find fome {pare _ 
Time for Books. I rofe early, and went late to fleep3* ~ 
neglecting no'Moment, wherein I could apply my- 
felf to Study. ‘The Acquaintance I had with that 
Sicilian Carpenter, our Friend, was of fingular Ad- 
vantage to me in this Kind: For; thou may’it re- 
member, he was well ftock'd with many ancient and 
learned Treatifes. He furnifh’d me with Plutarch, 
Polybius, Strabo, Pliny,and other Hiffories. All which, 
and many more, I devour’d with Greedinefs ; br 
I had a ftrong Appetite to Knowledge. And after: 
my Redemption, I pafs'd away fome Time in the 


Academies, where I learn'd the knotty Tricks of . 


Logick, how to fplit Moods and Figures, and chain 
one impertinent Syllogifm to the Tail of another to’. 
Eternity. I alfo run through a Courfe of Pdils/o- 


- phy and other Sciences. Neither was I altogether 


ignorant of Men: For the reading of Hittories 
fits a Man the better to make practical Experi- 
ments in the Affairs of the World. To which alio 
Philofophy is not a little helpful, in direéting our: 
Obfervations on the various Tempers, of People, 
Mens perfonal Difpofitions and Singularities, with, 


the Humours and Cuftoms peculiar to this or 
that 


Vol.VI. @Spy of Parisi 3 


that Nation. For thefe Things depends» anv.tinofs 
«en the Difference of the Climate, the Nature of the 
Soil the Qualities of the Air, and the Manner of 
their Diet? 

But neither Hiftory, hate: or Philofophy, were 
able to efface the Impreflions of my early Years, or 
unteach me the Manners in which I had been educa- 
ted from my Infancy. I brought Arabia and Con- 
frantinople along with me even to Paris. And be- 
caufe I had not been ufed to diffemble the Profeflion: 
and Carriage of a Mu/fulman, during my Thraldrom: 
in Sicily, 1 was at a Lofs in my Deportment, — 
I came firft hither. 

How often have I been like to difcover my {elfi 
by pronouncing the facred Bi/millab, either when 
I fat down to eat, or put a Glais of Water to my 
Lips; or when I began any other Action of Impor- 
tance? So likewife in uttering the Handi/lab, after 
a Repaft, or when any Thing happen'd which. 
prompted me:to praife God. 

When I met. any of my Acquaintance in the 
Streets, 1 was apt to forget that I had aHat on. And: 
inftead of putting off that, according to the Fafhion» 
of the Frazks, 1 laid my Hand on my Breaft, and 
fometimes bow’d fo low, that my Hat fell off from 
my Head, before I was fenfible of my Error. 

If I had Occafion to addrefs my felf to a Perfon 
of Quality, I was ready to take up the Bottom of 
his Cloak; Gown, or Robe; and to kifs it in Token 
of Reverence, as the Cuftom is in the £2/, when 
we falute the Grandees., Nay, fometimes I could 
not forbear falling on my Knee; or proftrate on the’ 
Ground before Cardinal Richlien, and thofe of his 

high Dignity. All which, neverthelefs, paffed on- 

ly for Clownifhnefs, and Want of courtly Educa- 

tion, which teaches the nice PunGilic’s of Addrefs, 

_ They took-me for a Kind of Meldavian Ruftick و‎ 
B2 Dite 36) with. 
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without ary further Jealoufy. Or perhaps, they 
{mild at all this, as fome fingular Caprice or Hu- 
mour, like that of the Philofopher Pafcies, who 
coming to falute a great Captain, and the Ceremo- 
ny of عامط‎ Times requiring him to touch the-Cap- 
tain’s Knee, he laid his Hand on his Genitals. At 
which the Captain being affronted, and thrufting 
his Hand away with fcornful Words, What! fays 
the Philofopher, does not that Part belong to you as 
well as your Knees? It often diverts my Meloncholy, 
to confider how many Errors of this Kind I have 
-committed, not through Ignorance, or any Cynical 
Humour, but only in pure Overfight, and Forget- 
fulnefs. 

It was a long Time e’re I could frame my Fingers 
to handle a Knife and Fork at Meals, as isthe univer- 
fal Cuftom in thefe Weftern Parts ; whereas thou 
knoweft, we make ufe of no other Zrffruments in 
Eating, but our Fingers and Teeth. Whence it was, 
that I could not fometimes forbear thrufting my 
Hand into a whole Dith of Meat; which is counted 
a great, Indecency in France. And after I wasrecon- 
eiled to thofe nicer Inftruments of Voluptuoufnefs, 
fo as to carve my Meat > /a Mode; yet when once 
I had it on my own Plate, I laid afide thofe Tools 
as ufelefs, and tore it afunder with my Fingers and 
Teeth, feeding 4 /a Turce/que, as the French call it, 
that is, like 7 

Neverthelefs, no Body fufpe&ed me; but all 
thefe Mifcarriages pafs’d for Moldavian. Barbarifms, 
the falvage Cultoms of that my fuppofed Country. 
I tell thee, that tho’ the Manner of Eating among 
the French, feems to have fomething more of Neat- 
nefs and Delicacy in it; yet it appears full of. Soft- 
nefs and Luxury, and I cannot in Reafon prefer it to 
the more natural and fimple Method of Diet, us’d in 
the Eait. Neither would the Fremch themfelves 
condemn us for Sa/vages in this Point, as they com- 

j monly 
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monly do, did they but confider, that this Negli- 
gence very well becomes Men of the Sword; and 
‘that in their Campaigns, their own Generals are 
ambitious to appear carelefs in every thing relating _ 
to their Body. 

Doubtlefs, the ancient Romaxzs, who brought the 
greateft part of the World under their Power, 
fhun’d all Fineffes in Diet and Apparel, till fuch 
time as their Manners were debauch’d, and their Em- 
| pire in its Decline. Our Annals record, That when 

Sultan Selim \ay down with his Army before a cer- 
“tain Place, and the Governor of the Town fent 
Commiffioners to treat with him about a Surrender; 
they found him at Dinner, which confifted only of 
two or three Onions, a little Salt and Bread. 

Hiftories alfo relate of the faithful Omar, Succeffor 
of the Prophet, That when he was with his Army 
not far from Ferzfalem, the Nazarene Prince who go- 
vern’d that City, fent a Spy into the Hoft of the Muf- 
fulmans, to obferve their Difcipline, and bring him 
a lively Character of their General. The Spy went 
| ‘according to his Mafter’s Order; and having tarried 
fome Time in the Aradian Camp, returned again, 
and thus {poke to the Governor. 

** It will not be needful to recount every thing I 
obferved among thefe Soldiersì fince by what I 
{hall fay of their Leader, thou may’ft compre- . 
hend the Manners of them all: For they obey 
him, and follow his Example in every thing, 
with exquifite Silence and Modefty. I faw Omar 
» their Prince, at the Head of his Army, fitting 
on a Camel, his Face tawny and fcorch'd by the . 
Sun, in a Velt of Perfian Cotton, girded about 
with a Belt of Leather, at which hung a Cymetar 
and Dagger, with a Knapfack tied:behind him like 
* the meaneft Soldier. I faw him take out from 
thence hard Crufts of Bread, fhaking of the 
 Hufks of Millet which: ftuck to them ;, and faying, 

١ B. 3 “In 


Dig CI 


6 Letters Writ by Vol.VI. - 
“* In the Name of God, he eat heartily of the fame. 
>“ Then he drank Water out-of a leathern Bottle 
** hanging by his Side; and when he had done, he 
<< faid, Praife be to God. All his Army fnade their 
“ Repaft at the fame Time, and in the fame Man- 
““ ner, with admirable ‘Temperance, and fuch an 
“ Order and Modefty, as I never faw before, neither 
“ can I exprefs. 

When the Prince heard this; he ftood ftill a con- 
fiderable Time, mufing as one aftonifhed. Then turn- 
ing to the Seniorsand Chief of the People who were 
prefent, he faid, “ It is neceflary that we furrender 
*“our City to thefe People; for they have, the 
« Smiles of Heaven. Their Prophet. and their Law 
“ oblige em to Temperance, Frugality, Obedience, | 
>“ and a modeft Deportment.. 'Thefe.Vertues are 
«< certain Steps to Victory and Empire. _Befides, I 
“« have receiv’d a Tradition from.my Anceftors, That 
# a People fhall come out of 4rabia, with a new 

35 Law and Religion, which fhall abolifh all that went 
> beforeit. They fhall fabdue Palefine and Egypt, 
** and fhall build Mo/gues, wherein their Prayers fhall 
** found like the Humming of Bees. ‘Their Empire 
<< fhall extend from Ea/f to We/?, and to the Extre- 
“© mities of the Earth. 'This is what I have learned 
“ from my Forefathers, and which I believe is now 
‘© coming to pafs.. Therefore it will be in vain to 
>> refift thefe Men; for they are invincible by a 
** Decree from above, 

Thofe that were about him, did not approve the 
Counfel of this wife Nazarene. However, he fent 
to Omar, and obtain’d Favour for himfelf and his 
Family. saa) 

Thou wilt fay, I’m got wide of the Mark of my 
firft Difcourfe, which related to my felf, and. not 
to any of the primitive Ca/iphs: But ’tis impoflible 

to reftrain our Thoughts from roving. Some fay, 
they hang together like the Links of a Chain; ane 
that 
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that one Idea being faftened to another in our Me- . 
mory, we mufter them in Rank and File, according 
to their prover Order, when we think, or make 
Reflections. . God knows how ’tis. This Tam fare 
of, That when I write to my Friends, I ftudy not 
to make an elaborate Speech on’t, as if I were pen- 
ning an Oration ; but purfuing my firft Intention 
at Random, I run on, letting ‘one Thought affd | 
Word beget another. ; 

But I wastelling thee how great a Bungler I was 
at firft in all the Ceremonies and Manners of the 
Franks, which differ from thofe of the Zaff. 1 was 
as much to feek in my Addrefs, asan .4/s would be 
to play on a Lute, accordingto the Roman Proverb: 
Yet Time and Practice render’d all thefe Things 
familiar and eafy. Now, methinks, l’im a thorow- 
pac’d Nazarene as to my Exterior. I go to the 
Court and the ‘Temples with as much feeming For- 
mality as the Cdriftians, whilft, God knows, my 
“Heart is fomewhere elfe: All my Actions are out 
of their natural Byafs, fo long as I am abfent from 
the Society of True Believers. 

Ina Word, I’m 100 to imitate the Fox, which 
Creature, when it is environ’d with Hunt/wen and 
Dogs, counterfeits a Barking like the latter, and 
fo paffes undifcover’d for one of their Company: 


Paris, 34 of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1659. 
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Lib Tur BR, IL 


To the Reis Effendi, or Principal Secreta- 
ry of the Ottoman Empire. 


AM at this time poffefs’d with more Appre- 
| henfions and Jealoufies, than an old Infidel Ufu- 

rer. My Lodging affects me with greater Melan- 
choly, than would a Prifon. And my Uneafinefs is 


the fame when I go out of Doors. Every Body 


that meets me, looks either as my Accufer or my 
Judge: And fome appear as terrible as Executioners. 
By Day, my Imagination torments me like a Fury, 
and by Night, I am affrighted with melancholy Vi- 
fions. I dream of nothing but Racks, Wheels, Saws, 
Gibbets, and fuch like Inftruments of human Cru- 
elty. Or that-I am in fome dark Dungeon, con- 
demn’d to more unfufferable Tortures, by Order of 


the States with Cardinal Mazarin: fitting by me, — 


like a Spanifh Inquifitor, and in the moft tyrannical 
Manner, threatning me with Pains, to which the 
Damm'd themfelves are wholly Strangers, if E will 
not confefs what.I am, and reveal the Secrets with 
which I am entrufted. 

The Occafion of thefe Terrors which harrafs me 
Night and Day, is this: I have for four or five 
Days together found my felf dogg’d up and 
down Paris, by a Man whofe Face I never faw 
before in my Life. Let me go where I will, he’s 
always fome Diftance from me. If I ftand fill, fo 


does he: Or if I turn back, he’s quickly at my 


‘Heels. I have endeavour’d by all the prudent Me- 
 thods I could take to drop him in the Crowd of 
People, or in the Churches: But all in vain; for 
ftill I encounter with the fame Face. He purfues 
gne like my Shadow. Neither Coach nor Boat, Land 

er 
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or Water, Houfe or Alley, can refcue me from the 


Fellow’s Eyes, who is more quick-fighted than 
Argus, and nimbler than Mercury.. He is very 
cunning alfo in this Bufinefs, and as dextrous as a 
Juggler, ‘conveying himfelf when he pleafes out of 
my Sight; yet-prefently after, he’s in view again. 
And if I chance to lofe him in the dark, I am. 
fure to find him not far from my Lodging next 
Morning. 

This is it which gives me fo. much Difturbance,. 
and pierces me with a thoufand Anxieties ; for I 
know not what to conjecture of this Fellow’s De- . 
fign. Sometimes I think he is employ’d by Cardinal. 
Mazarini to watch my Motions, obferve what 
Houfes and Company I frequent, and trace me in. 
all my Appointments. And I am the more con+ 
firm’d in this Sufpicion, when I refiect on my for- 
mer Imprifonment in this City, and the Occafion. 
of it. Befides, when I went yefterday to fee Ei/ia- 
chim the Few, this Spark follow’d me near to the- 
Door : And tho’ I tarried there two. full Hours, yet. 
when I came out, I had not walked a hundred Paces,. 
before I faw him again, footing it after me ina 
carelefs Manner, with his Arms folded, and his. 
Eyes fix’d on the Ground, as if he knew nothing 
of the Matter. Theie are convincing Circumitances,. 
that he is fet at work by the Cardinal, or fome 
body elfe, to difcover my Bufinefs. 

But when on the other fide, I confider, that if 
the Cardinal fufpected me, he might. go a nearer 
way to work, and feize me in my Chamber, where: 
my Letters would betray me, this Thought va- 
nifhes, and I am at a Lofs what to think. 

Then comes into my Mind the Encounter I had. 
ence with my Szci/ian Maiter, who firove to fet. 
the Rabble upon me in the Streets of Paris; but 
my better Stars delivered me out of his and their: 

Bis Handsa, 
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8 1 whilft, for ought I know, he drew upon him- 
fel the Mifchief he defign’d for me. However, 
when I refleét.on that Paflage, I am apt to think he 
“may be now in Paris, and having by fome Accident 
feen me go in or out at my Lodgings, contrives how 
to revenge himfelf on me, and ufes this: Fellow’s 
Affiftance in compafling his Ends. Perhaps, think 
I, he will caufe me to be ftabb’d or piftoll’d at 
fome convenient Seafon ; or he will find out fome 
other Way, lefs noify and more: malicious to dif- 
‘patch me. It may be he feeks to entrap me, and 
render me obnoxious to the State. I have a thou- 
| fand Imaginations about it, and know not what to 
conclude. I value not myfelf, nor am I careful 
to prolong a miferable Life for my own fake. All 
that I can hope to enjoy in this World, would come 
far fhort of tempting me'to fkreen “myfel f from. the 
Stroke of Death, by an Aétion unworthy of a 
Philofopher, and a Man. But the Duty and Af- 
fettion I owe to the Grand Signiors Service, makes 
me willing to live, till I have acquitted myfelf of 
- my Province with perfect Succefs, that fo I may 
return to Con/faxtinop/e with Honour: And then I 
care not how foon I poft to that unknown World, 
where all the Generations of Mortals take up their 
«eternal Reft: For in this there’s. nothing but La 

bour and Grief. 

In the mean time, I know not what Conduét to 
ufe in this Emergency; Whether I'd belt to {peak 
to this Fellow, or diffemble my Sufpicion ; whe- 
ther it will be fafe to truft this Event to. the gene- 
sal Providence, or to facrifice him that gives me 
fo much Difquiet, and fo fecure my Peace. I 
could eafily have him difpatch’d without any far- 
ther Noife. But then my Confcience would trou- 
ble me with After-claps, left I fhould have mur- 
therd a Man without Reafon, which is exprefly 
forbid by the .بص رمقلاك‎ Befides, I fhould ptt 

a fand 
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ftand in fear of fome Difcovery ; I proteft, I am 
at a Lofs for want of ample Inftructions in fuch 
Cafes as thefe. And I am weary of mentioning 
what I have fo often intimated already to the Mi- 

- niftersof the Porte, without any dire& Anfwer. 
However, I will do what my Reafon . fuggefts, 
and leave the Event to Deffiny. 

Happy Miniffer! the Affairs of this World are 
full of dark Windings and Meanders;. and we have 
all need of a Guide, ora Clew, to condu& us thro’ 
em. May that Orzziprefent aflit us, whenever we 
are catch’d in a Knot, or loft in. a Labyrinth of 
Difficulties. 7 


Paris, 25th of the .1و‎ Moon, 
of the Year 1659. 


E Edw? È Redlk 


To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Prefident 
of the College of Sciences at Fez. 


. ‘HY venerable Difpatch I receiv’d with Kifles, 
anda Tranfport of Joy. I thrice touch’d my 
Eye-lids with the Paper of high Efteem, and as 
oft I. laid it to-my Breaft, I broke up the Seals 
with Modefty,and Reverence, and my greedy Eyes 
devour’d the Lines of profound Wifdom ; the Sen- 
tences and Aphorifms.worthy to be written.in Let- 
ters of Gold) Then ’twas 1 واه اط‎ the Hour of my 
. Nativity, and the more happy Moment wherein ‘I 
firt had the Honour of thy Familiarity and Friend- 
. fhip عدن‎ thou, fincere!.and eximious (Patron of? 
»fuch: as love the. Sciences ل‎ + Reaowned. for thy 


Learning, and بولطم‎ of Manners! Prince of the 
Al fae 
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Alfaqgu?s and Doors! Crown of the Sage Afembly 
of Philofophers ! Oracle of the Age. 

_ (Glory be to Gon, who has neither Beginning or 
End! who alone poffeffes the infinite Expanfe and 


Life eternal; who is ador’d by the Ishabitants of — 


Heaven, of Earth, and of He/]: Benedi&ions on 
Michael, Gabriel, Ifraphiel, Ttburiel, Feremiel, Haj- 
mariel, and on all the happy Minifters of his Di- 
vine Majefty; as alfo.on the Angel of Death. Peace 


to the True Believers on Earth, and Salvation to 


the Devils and Damn’d, after they have accomplifh’d 
their Penance in He//,.and the Term of Wrath fhall 
be expird. 


An univerfal Charity dilates my Heart; I em- 


brace with Love all the Creaturesof Gop. This is 
owing to the feafonable Arrival of thy Letter > For 
at the Moment when that came, I was plung’d in 
fo deep a Melancholy, that I could hardly afford a 
kind ‘Thought for any thing on Earth, and I per- 
fectly hated myfelf. I have thefe Fits of Sadnefs 
often, it being an Effect of my Conftitution. 

At thofe Seafons Life appears an infupportable 
Burthen, and all the Buftle and Noife of Mortals a 
vain Fatigue. My Senfes, which at other Times 
adminifter Delight and Pleafure, are now the In- 
“Hrements of Anguifh and Pain. Every Thing I 
fee and hear, difgufts me. I abhor my neceflary. 
Food. Neither can the fweeteit Odours, or fofteit 
Strains of Mufick bring me into a better Temper: 
‘Till Sleep eclipfes the Light of my bufy Imagi- 
nation, and puts out every glary Thought. ‘Then 
my Soul takes her Repofe: And ftealing from my 
Body, enters into the fhady Vale of Vifions, and 
fports with innocent Idea’s. ‘Thus having divert- 
ed myfelf with jumbling monftrous Effences toge- 
ther, and hurling one Chimera at another, I re- 
turn again to my body, and fighing awake, griev’d 
that I could no longer ftay in that Mock-World, 

where 
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where I could have wih'd my Refidence for ever, 

“rather than in 761, which gives me fo much real 
Pain. Thus is my Anguifh  renewd with the 
Mornigg. Light is more irkfome to me than Dark- 

١ nefs, and the Day which brings Joy to other Mor- 
tals is more terrible to methan Night, and the Sha». 
dow of Death. 

I complain to the Elements; but di will not 
hear or regard me. All Nature feems to laugh at 

my Affliétion, «and the Beafts of the Field triumph, 
over me. As for Men, here are none but Infidels, 
my profefs’d Enemies, to whom I can vent my 
Sorrows: And I’m afhamed to make a Woman my 
Confefor, tho” it were my own Mother, who lives. 
in Paris, and-daily fees me. 

If in this dolorous Condition I prepare myfelf 
with the accuftom’d Purifications ef the Law, and 
Addrefles to the Omnipotent, I know not where to 
find him: His Effence is unfearchable, and flies. 
from human Thought. I call him aloud by his 
Ninety- -nine adorable Names, but receive no An- 
fwer. I repeat his incomprehenfible Attributes, 
but all to no Purpofe. In a word, I fay and do all 
that the Law enjoins, the Prophet counfels, ho- 
ly Perfons recommend, or my own Reafon fug- 
gefts, as a proper Means to obtain the Favour of 
Heaven, and a Redrefs of my Calamity: But find 
no Comfort. And, for ought I know, that Spa- 
niard might as foon be heard, who being ignorant ~ 
what Form of Prayer to ufe, rehears’d the four and. 
twenty Letters of the Alphabet, defiring Gop to 
form fuch Words out of ’em, as beft exprefs’d the 
Petitioners Neceflities. 

I tell thee, illuftrious Prelate, after Tm tird 
‘with vocal Devotions, I have recourfe to Con- 
templation. I examine my paft Life, and find that 
I myfelf am the Source of my own Melancholy, 
in not ftri&ly obeying the Law of the SERRE 
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the Precepts of the Seniors, and the Di&ates of my 


. Confcience: And all this, for the Sake of Loyalty to 
the Grand Signior, and in Confidence to the Maf- 


.. t?s Difpenfation. Now 1 afk of thee, Whether it 


be lawful to commit a thoufand Vices, that I may 
only acquit myfelf fairly in one Virtue? Or, to 
think, that in fuch Cafe, the Mufti has Power to 


difannul the exprefs, pofitive Injun@ions of our _ 


Holy Lawgiver? Is the Empire of the Frithful to 
~ be ferv’d by the Infidelity and Profanenefs of Myf- 


fulmans م‎ Or the Truth to be fupported by Lies 


and Perjuries? | 
I tremble to think what a Confufion -I fhall be 


in, when the Prophet fhall.reproach me, That I 
have preferr’d the Favour of Men, to the Smiles of 
Heaven. I know not-what to do.’ Oh, that I were 
in the parching De/afts of Libya! or any the moft 
unfrequented Solitude of Egypt? A Companion’ of 
Dragons, and other horrid Moniters. of Africk ! 
rather than in this Station, which renders my Life 
a Hell upon Earth, and torments me with half the 
Difquiets of the Damwd. i 

But if this appears too extravagant and defpe- 
rate a Thought, let me at laft with myfelf at Fez, 
the meaneft of thy Slaves, or of thy incomparable 
Mufu Abul Yabyan, of whom thy lat Letter gave fo 
high a Character. « have addrefs’d a Difpatch to 
him, hoping for the Honour of his Friendthip and 
Correfpondence. . | . 

Let not the Liberty I’ve taken to tell thee of my 
Sadnefs, difcourage thee from writing: But reft af- 


fur'd, that whenever thou fhalt.vouchfafe me a 
Letter, though I were in the Agonies of Death, 


*twould call me back again.. 


1 4 5th of the oth Moon, 
of the Year 1659, 
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110000 the Kaimacharn. 


HESE Nazarenes are very fertile in new Re 

ligions. Europe isa Wildernefs over-run with 
monftrous 324725 and Herefes. Every Age produces 
frefh Pretenders to Prophecy and Divine Revelation. 
‘Error vis. prolifick, and multiplies infinitely, whilft 
Truth’ remains the fame for ever, and is compre- 
hended in a few Rules. 


Of late Years there are a Sort of People fprung up., 


in England, Holland, Germany, and other Parts of. 
the North, boafting of a new Commiflion given them 
from Heaven, to preach the everlafting Truth, re- 
form the Errors and Vices of Mankind, and lead. 
People the only infallible Way to Happinefs. Their 
Addrefs is plain and fimple, bold and uniform, 
ufing no other Ceremonies or Compliments in. their 
Difcourfe or Carriage to Perfons of the greateft 
Quality, than to the Vulgar, and thote of the moft 
inferior Rank. 


They fiyle themfelves, The true Seed, the Of: 


Spring of Jacob, Fews of the Promife, Ifroelites © 


without Fraud, with fuch like vain Titles; byt. by 
others they are generally called Quaters. 

They fay, the Ring-/eader of this People, pro» 
feffes himfelf to be the Me/ias, being in all Parts 


of his Body, and Featuresot his Face, like 7e/zs عط‎ 


Son of Mary: Or at leaft, ’tis obferved, that he. 


exa&ly refembles the Portraiture of him which. 


Publius Lentulus fent to the Senate of Rome out of 
Fudea, when he was Governor of that Province. 
Hence ‘his Fo/owers {cruple not to call. him Fe/us, 
The Beauty of Ten Thoufand, The only begotten Son 
of God, The Propet who is to feal up all Things, 

Lhe 
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The Prince of Peace, King of Ifrael, Fudge, Confo- 


+  Lation of the World. 


When he travels, his Difciples attend him bare- 
headed, (whieh thou know’ft is a ‘Token of Reve- 
rence among the Franks) yet they never uncover: 


to any other Mortal. He rides on Horfeback, whilft. . 


they walk on Foot before, behind, and on each fide: 
of him, fpreading their Garments in the Way thro’ 

which he pafles. The Hoofs of his Beaft tread. 
only on Silks or other coftly Stuffs. And as they 
enter into any Town or City, they chaunt aloud: 
his Praifes, proclaiming him The Son of David, and. 
Heir of the Divine Promifes. 


All his Followers pretend to be Prophets, boaft-- 


ing of ftrange Illuminations and Raptures, foretel-. 
ling Things to come, and reproaching the Vices of. 
Governors and the greateft Princes, with a Bold- 


nefs which has but few Precedents. In a word,. 
they every where preach, That Gop is laying a. 


Foundation of a New Monarchy, which fhall de- 

troy all the reft in the World, ‘and Mall never have: 
an End itfelf. 

‘This gives a Jealoufy to the States where they. 

live, and therefore they are perfecuted in all Places. 

Yet they appear very conftant in their Sufferings,. 

and tenacious of the Dodfrines they preach. 

They feem, in my Opinion, to refemble one of 
our Muffulmans Seéis, who aflert, That Fe/us the- 
Son of Mary fhall return ‘again upon Earth ; That 
he fhall marry and beget Children, be anointed. 
King of the Nations who believe in One God, and in 
this glorious State fhall remain forty Years ;. After: 
which he fhall. fubdue Azzicbriff, and then fhall 
follow the Diffolution of all Things. Yet the Ortho- 
dox Believers reject this Yenet as fabulous. Neither 
is there any Countenance given to it in that Verficle 
of the A/coran, where ’tis faid, Tou Mahomet /balt 
fee thy Lord return in the Clouds + Since that only in- 

| timates. 
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timates the glorious Defcent which Mofes, Fefus, 

» and Mahomet fhall make from Paradife, with Enoch, 
Elias, and the one hundred twenty four Thou- 
fand PPophets, to affemble the Ele& at the Day of 
Fudgement. 

If thou would’ have my Opinion of thefe new 
Religioniffs in Europe, and their Leader; I take him 
to bean Zmpoffer, and his Followers to be either Fools 
or Madmen. Even juft fuch another Crew as thofe 
who follow’d Mo/ei/elma, in the Days of our Holy 
Lawgiver. 'This was an Arabian Impoffor, who 
pretended to fet up.for a. Prophet, and attempted to 
compofe a Book like the 4/coran. But he was infa- 
tuated with a vain Arrogance, and there was no 
Truth or Elegance in his Writings, no Juftice on 
his Side, nor Underftanding in him or his Party. 
To be fhort, both he and they were all cut to Pieces 
in the Vale of Akreb, by the Troops of du Ba- 
eroffadic, the firft Caliph. 

As to thefe modern Seducers, they are not Men 

of Arms, but a herd of filly infignificant People, 
aiming rather to heap up Riches in Obfcurity, than 
to acquire'a Fame by an heroick Undertaking. They 
are generally Merchants or Mechanicks, and are . 
obferv’d to be very punétual in their Dealings, 
Men of few Words in a Bargain, modeft and com- 
pos’d in their Department, temperate in their Lives, 
and ufing great Frugality in all Things. Ina 
Word, they are fingularly Induftrious, fparing no 
Labour or Pains to increafe their Wealth; and fo 
fubtle and inventive, that they would, if poflible, 
extract Gold out of Afhes. I know none that ex- 
cel them in thefe Charaéters, but the Jes and the 
Banians : The former being the craftieft of all Men, 
and the latter fo fuperlatively cunning, that they 
will over-reach the Devil. 

But thefe are no Signs of a pure Religion; for 
that only prefcribes' the Methods of withdrawing 
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and feparating the Soul from the Contagion of earth- 
ly Things, and of uniting it to the Deity, which is 
its Source. : 


Illuftrious Kaimacham, I bid thee adieu; praying» 


that thou and I may at laft meet in that Centre of all 
‘Things, after our various Epicycles and Excurfions 
in this lower World. 5 


Paris, 15th of the 11th Moen, 
of the Year 1659. 


LE ey 1 للد‎ Re N. 
To the fame. 


Sent a Di/patch fome Moons paît to the Cadile/- 
B querof Romeli, Guardian of the Imperial Canons, 
Interpreter of the Laws of Eguity; wherein I in- 
form’d him of the Advances that were made in order 
to a Peace between France and Spain. Now-I can 
‘affure thee, that Peace is concluded, and the Articles 
-fign’d on both Sides by the two Plenipotentiaries. 
I need not repeat what I particularly related to 
that Grandee. My Lettersare all publifh’d in the Di- 
_van, and regifter’d. Yet it will not be unwelcome 


perhaps to thee, to hear with what Nicenefsof Pun- | 


Cilio, thefe Infidel Miniffers met to accomplifh an 
Affair, whereon depends the Jntere/f and Honour of 
their refpective Mafters, the Happinefs of the two 
Kingdoms, and the general Byaf of all the We/. 
There is a little [and form’d by the River Bi- 
daffoa, call’d the Ile of Pheasants, through the Mid- 
dle of which a Line is drawn, which exa&ly fepa- 
rates the Territoriesof both Monarchs. ‘This Place 
- was agreed on for the Interview of the two Mini- 
fiers. Each had his Bridge to enter the 4 1 
et that 
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that Part which belong'd to his Mafter. And over, 


the Line of Separation was erected a large Divan or 


Counci&rom, to be enter’d only by two private. 


Doors, one out of Cardinal Mazarin?s Lodgings, 
raifed on the French. fide of the Council-room, the 
other out of Don Louis d’Aro’s Apartment, built on 
the Spani/b Side. ' 

‘Each of thefe Minifters was accompany'd by feve 
ral Princes and Grandees of the Court, and above fix- 
ty other Perfons of Quality, with'a Guard of four 
hundred Horfe and Foot, to fecure their Bridges, 
and the Place of Conference. Ina Word, Things 
were manag’d with fo much Moderation and good 
. Succefs, that the Marefehal de Gramont was fent Am- 
baffador Extraordinary into Spain, and receiv’d at 
that Cor? with infinite Civilities and Honour. 

The Subje& of his Negotiation was to treat of 
. aMatch between the King his Ma/fer, and the Infenta 

of Spain. His Conduét and Addrefs were fuch, as 
foon procured the Catholick King’s Confent : And 
from that Time the Mare/cha/approached the Infanta 


with more than ordinary Submiflions, efteeming. 


her now as the Queen of France. Soon after this 
the Nuptial Contra and the Peace were mutually 
fign’d, to the immenfe Joy of the Sadjects of both 
Sides, who were very glad to exchange the Toils 


and Calamities of War, for the Sweets and Profit | 


of Peace. i 

Tt will be needlefs'to infert here all the Articles 
on which they agreed. «Two will be worth the 
Knowledge of the fupreme Divan. And thofe are 
the Releafe of Charles Duke of Lorrain, on the Spa- 
nifb King’s Side: And, on the Part of the King of 
France, the Reftoration of the Prince of Conde to 


the free Poffeffion and Enjoyment of. all his Eftates, — 


Honours, Dignities, and Privileges, as the firft Prince 
of the Royal Blood, with the Government of the 
Provinces of Bourgoigne and Brefe. : 
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A little before thefe Articles were fign’d, the 
young Prince of Spain dy’d fuddenly, not having 
feen twelve Moons, I mentioned the Birth of this 
Royal Infant in one of my Letters, and the extraor- 
dinary Solemnities that were made thereupon by 
the King of Spain, aud his Ambafiadors at foreign 
Courts. Thefe /nfde/s appear in all things too paf- 
fionately affeGed with the Glories of our Mortal 
State, which at the Height are but tranfient-Sha- 
dows, or fomething lefs confiderable. د‎ 
«Tm amaz’d at the bold Rebellion of the Bafz of 
Aleppo, and that he fhould endeavour to cheat the 
Empire with fo ftale an Impofture, as a fham Son of 
Amurat. Yet it feems he made a confiderable Pro- 
grefs under this Pretence. Some were glad of No- 
velty, others were frighten’d out of their Allegi- 
ance: Whilft only a few ferved his Intereft in pure 
Difcontent and Hopes to amend their Fortune. 
‘The Country People are generally opprefs’d by 
their Governors, and "tis no Wonder if they take 
. up Arms for one that promifes to.deliver them from 
their Calamities. This is the ufual Pretext of all 
Innovations in the State. ‘The Soldiers alfo are de- 
frauded of their due Pay ; and thenthey’re ready to 
fight under the next General that brings moft Mo- 
| mey with him. Neither are there wanting Malecon- 
tents among the Grandees at fuch Times to foment 
and abetan Infurrefion. 

All thefe Events proceed from the ill Condué of 
the Supreme Minifters, who alone are refponfible 
for the Mifcarriages of the State. 7 

Illuftrious Kaimacham, the Frame of the Ottoman 
‘Government is out of Order; I with Fate does not 

| pull it in Pieces, asa neceflary Step to its Amend- 
- ment. Adieu. 


Paris, 2d of the lif? Moon, 
of the Year 1659. 
L E T- 
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LET.TE.R.VI 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


With thee all imaginable Joy of thy new Digni- | 

ty; yet queftion whether thou or thy Predeceflor . 
be the happier Man. ’Tis a vaft Honour indeed, 
and attended with immenfe Profit, to ferve in this 
Station the moft high, moft potent, and moft invin- 
cible Monarch on Earth. But at the fame time there's 
infinite Toil and Fatigue in it, with abundance of 
Perils. From all which the fortunate Muz/u is now 
deliver’d, and they are become thy Portion. 

As for him, I cannot but efteem him happy, in 
that he has got Permiflion to retire to his Country 
Seat, out of the Croud and Noife of the City, and 
from the {ftifing Bufineffes of State, which choak 
the more innocent and natural Delights of the Soul. 
Now he is fully reftor’'d to the Elements, and to 
himfelf; whereas before, the perpetual Hurry of 
the Court, made him in part a Stranger to both: 
For there a Man infenfibly lofes Acquaintance with 
his own moft intimate Affe&ions. His Spirit is 
alienated amidft the Multiplicity of his Concerns; 
*tis ftretch’d on the Rack of ten thoufand Cares 
and Inquietudes; tis divided, fhatter’d and rent 
in Pieces. 
| Befides, were he as free from thefe diftracting 
Thoughts as a Santome; yet the very Neceffity of 
livifig always in a City, was enough to render him 
miferable. For I efteem fuch a Confinement no 
better than a Prifon at large; and not far from be- 
ing buried alive. shin: 

"Tis-true, Conffantinople has the Advantage of all 
| the Cities in the World, for the Delightfulnefs of 


its 
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its Situation; the Houfes being fo pleafantly inter- 
mix’d with fair Gardens, and the Streets refrefh’d 
with cold Breezes from the Sea. It looks 2 a Di- 
ftance like a 'Town.in a Wood: Or one may term 
it a Foreft compos’d of Minarets and Cypreffes. 
The Terraffes afford: agreeable Profpe&s of the 
neighbouring Fields and Mountains; And ’tis plea- 
«fant to ftand on the Water-fide, and. view the innu- 
~-merable Variety of Boats and Veffels failing from 
one Port to another, with all the other Divertife- 
ments on the Sea, and the beautiful Mixture of Pa- 
laces and Groves, Chiofes and Gardens, Seraglio’s, 
and Villages, which grace the oppofite Shore. O 
Queen of Cities, Miffrefs of Kingdoms, Glory of Na- 
tions, Commandre/s and Sanéiuary of the whole Earth! 
Thrice happy fhould I count my felf, if I might 
have the Favour to refide within thy venerable 
Walls, and exchange the polluted Society of Infidels, 
for that of True Believers. ' 

How often do I languifh to fee the glittering © 
Crefcents, the triumphant Enfigns of the Ottomans 
on the Tops of the Minarets in the Imperial City? 
How oft do I wifh my felf profirate on the Carpets 
of the facred Mo/gues, in the devout .Affemblies of. 
the Faithful, adoring the Eterna/ in the Perfection 
of Sanétity ? Whereas, now I’m forc’d to go into the 
Temples of Idolaters, to kneel and bow down before 
Stocks and Statues, to join feemingly with Undelie- 
vers, and pray to that which’ has. no Life, nor Senfe, 
nor Power. 

How. do I envy the blefled State of the meaneft 
Artizan in Conffantinople, who daily feeds on the 
wholfome Pillaw of the E4/, and drinks the dele- 
table Sherbets, or Waters tingurd with the rich 
Fruits of Greece? Whereas I am compell’d to eat 
| Meats forbidden by our oly Prophet, and to render 
my. Soul execrable by. an impure and profane 
Diet, or I mutt flarve. ‘For thefe Uncircumcifed 

are 
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are more abominable than Ravens and Vultures, to 
whom the moft filthy Carrion is a Dainty. And to 
cloak their Uncleannefs, they corrupt their own 
Goel, and forge a Toleration from the Meffas him- 
felf. As if that 40/y Prophet, who in every the leaft 
Tittle obeyed the Law of Mo/es, and fet himfelf as 
an Example for his Followers to imitate, could be . 
guilty of contradiéting thofe Divine Precepts, and 
running counter to his own Pratice, in recom- 
mending Uncleannefs and Libertinifm. No: The ad- 
mirable Son of Mary, was the moft temperate and 
abitemious Man in the World, and both in: his 
Words and Aétions preach’d up thofe Virtues to 
others; having often exprefly declar'd to his Di/ci- 
ples, That be came not to abolifb the Law, but to re- 
fine and perfe it. 

He was circumcifed on the eighth Day after his 
Nativity, according to the Injunction of Mo/es, and 
the conftant Praétice of the Sons of //rae/. In a 
word, through the whole Courfe of his Life, he ne- 
ver deviated from the Traditions of his Fathers, the 


\ Seniors of the Houfe of Faced. 


ts 


Tis true, he frequently argued againft the many 
trivial Superftitions of the P4arifees, who evacu- 
ated the more effential Points of the Law, by fu- 
perinducing a Number of infignificant Ceremonies : 
But he never open’d his Mouth againft any pofitive 
Precept; fuch as were thofe which limited the 
Choice they were to make of Meats, diftinguifhing 
the Impure from. the Clean. Yet the Chriltians de- 
Jude themfelves with a falfe Belief, that he gave ’em 
a Difpenfation to eat any thing without Caution or 
Referve. | 

Hence it is that they defile themfelves with 
Swine’s Flefh and creeping Things, and Blood is in 
all their Difhes. ‘They {cruple not to eat of that 
which died of itfelf, and banquet as freely. with what 
was knock’d down or ftrangled,.as we would do. 
ur with 
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with the Flefh of a Beaft that was kill’d in pronoun- 
cing the Name of Gop. ‘The Shambles here afford 
no other Provifion but fuch as this; and he that 
will not eat that which is an Abomination to a 
Muffulman, mutt be contented with Herbs. This I 
reckon as one of the greateft of my Misfortunes, 
and it makes me burn with Defire to return to 
Conftantinople. 

Yet, after all, I fhould think my felf far more 
happy, if I might have the Liberty to fpend the 
ret of my Days in my native Country: So great 
an Admirer I am of a rural Life and Solitude. And 
"tis for this Reafon, I count thy Predeceffor a happy 
Man, in having the Privilege of a fweet Retirement 5 
where he may take Breath from the vain Importuni- 
ty and Buftle of Mortals. 

In the mean time, there is a Species of Felicity 
in thy Employment: And thou can’ not be called 
miferable, fo long as thou acquitteft thy felf fairly, 
and enjoyeft the Favour of thy Sovereign. 

I perceive by thy Letter, that thou art curious 
to know the Characters of Foreign States, with the 
various Interefts of Nazarene Princes; the Intrigues 
of thefe Weffern Courts; their Overtures of Peace 
and War; and the different Laws, Maxims, and 
Cuftoms by which the People are govern’d. Thy 
Converfation with Ambaffadors at the Porte, will 
furnifh thee with Abundance of ufeful Remarks in 
_ this Kind: But fince thou requireft me to fend my 

Obfervations, I will hereafter obey thy Commands 
in fucceflive Letters, for this 1 is too large a Theme 
for one Di/patch. 

At prefent, thou may’ft receive and regifter for 
true News, That the Peace between France and 
. Spain has been fign’d by both Kings, and folemnly 
publifh’d throughout their Territories, with inex- 
preffible Joy and Magnificence. It is certain alfo, 
that the King of Sweden is dead, and the Duke of 

Orleante, 
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Orleance, Uncle to the French King: Which has in 
fome meafure qualified the Mirth of the French on 
this Occafion. Affuredly, human Affairs are equal- 
ly chequer’d with Good and Evil. Blifs comes not 
to us in pure unmix’d Streams. Death keeps an even 
| Pace, and knocks as boldly at the Gates of Kings, as 
at the Cottages of the meanelt Slaves. | 
It is the Part of a wife Man to be always refign’d 
to Heaven, and prepar’d for the worlt Events: As 
for the belt, they never come amifs. 


Paris, 17th of the 34 Moon, 
of the Year 1666 


CN RS cdi dii GA 
To Dgnet Oglou.. 


1112111 converfe with thee; as Horace ufed to do 
S with his Friends, over a Glafs of generous Wine? 
Let us lay afide Mafks for a while, and difcourfe 
with open Souls. 1 believe thou haft as equal a 
Veneration for our 4oly Prophet as 1; and haft been 
educated in all the Tenderneffes of Piety, the Nice- 
ties of Divine Love, as our Mol/ahs are pleafed to call 
it. We have been both of us careful to rife before 
the Sun, and fay our Oraifons every Morning in a 
Demi-Trance, that is, half. afleep, and half awake. 
This, no doubt, is a neceflary Point of Piety. And 
we have been no lefs folicitous in obferving the 
other Four Hours of Prayer. Either of us would 
have accounted it an irreligious Negligence, if we 
had feen a Piece of Paper on the Ground, and had not 

ftoop’d to take it up, with Reverence wiping off the 
Dirt, and kiffing the Tabu/a Rafa, on which Men 
عات‎ to write the Name of Gon. As if ’twere not an 
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‘equal Argument of Refpe& to. fecure from Profa- 
nation, Sticks, Stones, Rags, or. any thing ‘where- 
on *twere poflible to engrave or. print the A/-My= 
frerious Chara&er; nay, or the very Sands them- 
felves, which, as fome fay, were the Fir/? Books on 
Earth. However, if they were not the Firft, we 
are fure that in very early Ages, Men ufed to ftamp 
their Memoirs, or draw them’ out in perceptible Fi- 
gures on the Surface of the Earth: Witneis the old 
Ship-wreck’d Philofopher, who being cait afhore in 
an dnknown Land, foon traced out the Manners of 
_the People, by certain Mathematical Tmpreflions 
‘which he found in the Sands :--For he concluded 
thefe to be the very Foot-fteps of Humanity and 
Virtue. But to return to the Bufinefs of Re/igion : 
We have been obedient to the Inflruétions of our Fa- . 
thers and'Tytors; zealous in obferving every Pun- 
étilio of Traditional Piety. We have fafted, prayed, 
wafh’d and given Alms, at the appointed Seafons, 
and in the Manner prefcrib’d by the Law. All thefe, 
I own, are commendable Exercifes: But methihks 
they are not the folid and fubflantial Parts of True 
Religion. I hate Hypocrify, and the devout Wan- — 
tonnefs of thofe who think to mock Gop with Cere: 
monies and empty Forms. It were much better to mix 
with the Jdolatrous Rites of Bacchus, (if they deferve 
that Epithet) and rant in Honour of eternal Wine, 
talk reputed Blafphemy, and reform the: Model of 
the Uziverfes I fay, Id chufe to-do all this, and 
more, rather than cheat my felf-withempty Hopes 
of gaining Paradife, for a€ting to the Life the Shams 
of pious Mimickry. 

[would not have thee think, that what [have now _ 
faid, proceeds from any Contemp: of the Eternal 
Majefty. 

By thofe fair Heavens above, and alt the Immortal | 
Spangles of the Sky, 1 fwear, there’s nota Faculty in — 
Mahbmut’s Soul, which is not filld with روي‎ 

an 


ra 
, 0 


تقر 


Vol. VI. a Spy af Paris 27+ 


and Veneration, which does not burn with Flames 
of facred Love to the adorable Fountain of All 
Things.-2In a word, I only ftrive to refcue my 
Friend from the Attempts of pious Frauds, the re- 
ligious Burlefques of our Mo//abs and Mufti’s 

Believe, my dear Dgnet, That there isa Gop, a 
Firft Caujfe,a Fuf? fudge prefiding over the World: 
Believe alfo his Prophet, the holy, the beloved Ma- 
homet, the Minion, as I may fay, of the Omnipotent. 
But, have fome Faith alfo for the reft of his Mef- 
fengers and. Favourites. Let not Ha/i be thought of 
without fome inward Flurries of Devotion. He was 
a Muffulman, and the Fourth Ca/ip}, tho’ his Fol< 
lowers be damn’d Hereticks in our Divinity. Had 
Right taken Place, perhaps he had been the Firft of - 
the Vicars, but his Caufe was fuperfeded by his Ab- 
fence. Let him and that reit, till the final Inquifi- 
tion. And acknowledge that I have faid too little 
for a Schiai, and not too much fora Szzzi. 

I know no Reafon alfo, why we fhould not re- 
verencethe Memories of Mercury, Orpheus, Cadmus, 
Meliffus, Faunus, and the reft of the ancient Sages 
and Lawgivers, who inftruéted the. Nations of the 
Earth in the Myfteries of Religion, taught.them to 
adore one SwpremeGopn, to believe the Lamortality 
of the Souw/, ana to practife Good Works. 

What tho’ the Ceremonies of their Worfbip were 
different from ours, and perhaps polluted with an 
unjuitifiable Adoration of Jmages ? What tho’ their 
Aitars reekd with the Blood of flain Bea/ffs, and 

 fometimes fmoak’d even with Human Sacrifices ? 
Thefe darbarous Rites were not inftituted by the 
Firft Oracles of Religion, illuminated Souls, Nuncio’s 
from God to this Lower World: But, they were after- 
wafds fuper-induced; thro’ the Corruption of Times 

' the Avarice of Priefts, and the Superftition of the Peo- 
ple. And, for ought we know, our own Hifforians 

been impartial in relating the Truth.‏ غمص ع تفط 
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There is an innate Envy between People of dif: 
ferent Families and Nations. Both we and our Fa- 
thers, that defcend from Abraham by Ifnael, and 
the Fezos who are his Pofterity by //a26, have been 
too favourable to the Offspring of that Beloved of 
God. We generally entertain and cherifh a fpeci- 
fick Pride on the Score of ouf illutrious Pedigree: 
Efpecially the fews, who will not allow any People 
on Earth to be their Equals either in Point of An- 
tiquity, the Nobility of their Race, or the innume- 
table Multitude of their Brethren. Whereas they con- 
fider not that they are difpers'd up and down over 
the whole Earth, like Sheep without a Shepherd, not 
permitted to poffefs a Cubit of Land which they 
can call their own: Condemn’d, hated, and made 
a Proverbial Scof among all Nations: Infamous 
Vagabonds, Ufurers, Slaves and Pimps to other 
Mens Pleafures: Men of no Fame or 0 
Finally, in their prefent Circumftances, the mott 
fpurious and ignoble of all the Sons of ddam, ex- 
cept the Kafars of Ethicpia, who feed on the Guts 
and Dung of Beafts. 

Tis true indeed their Anceftors made a confide- 
rable Figure in the World in the Days of Solomon, 
and other victorious Kzvgs, during their Pofleffion 
‘of Palefine. And \yet in thofe very times, they 
were often humbled and led away into Captivity, 
by the more fortunate Kings:of Babylon, Perfia, and 
| Afyria, and afterwards fubdued by the Grecians ; till 
at\ lait they were totally ruined, their Cities laid 
wafte, their Temple burnt to Afhes, and” their 
Country quite difpeopled by the Romans. 

If we afcend yet higher to their celebrated Mi- 
eration out of Egyp?; of which their own Hiftorians 
make fuch a Noite, and tell fo many fabulous Won- 
ders, we fhall find a very mean and: contempuble 
Character given of .them by Egyptian. Writers, 
and thofe other Nations, Men of as great: Autho- 
rity 
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| rity as Fo/ephus, or any other Fewifb Hifforian. Mas 
. methos, a Prieftof Egypt, calls °em a Crew ofleprous 
‘and nafty, People; and fays they were expell’d the 
Country by Amenophis then reigning, and driven 
into Syria; their Captain being Mo/es an Egyptian 
Prieft. A like Relation we have from Cheremon, 
an Author of good Credit among the Greeks, who 
tells us, That in the Reign of Amenopbis, two 
hundred and fifty thoufand Lepers were forcibly 
banifh’d out of Egypt, under the Condu& of 77- 
١ fithen and Petefeth (i.e. Mofesand Aaron.) And tho’ 
other Writers differ in the Name of the King then 
reigning in Egypt, yet all agree in afferting the — 
ifraelites to be a nafty fort of People, over-run 
with Scabs and infectious Boils, and that they were 
| efteem’dthe Scum and Filth of the Nation. Tacitus 
a Roman Writer of nqueltionable Authority, adds, 
That Mo/es, one of the exil’d Lepers, being a Man 
of Wit and Reputation among them, when he faw 
the Grief-and Confufion of his Brethren, bid them 
be of good Chear, and neither truft the Gods or 
Men of Egypt, but only confide in him, and obey 
his Counfel: For that. he was fent from Heaven to 
be their Conductor out of this Calamity, and to pro- 
teét them from all their Enemies. Upon which, 
the People not knowing, what Courfe to take, fur- 
-rendred themfelves wholly to his Difpofal; from 
which Time he became their Captain and Lawgiver, 
leading them through the De/arts of Arabia, where 
they committed great Rapine and Spoil, putting 
Man, Woman.and Child to the Sword, burning 
their Cities, and laying all things delalett Dai 
Dgnet, What could be {aid worfe of a Company of 
Robbers and Banditti? 

٠ Mofes is gone to Paradife, and when I mention 
his Name, it is with a profound Reverence ; for he 
was the greateit of the ancient Prophets. Yet give 
me leave to have fome Regard tor my own Reafon. 

ae C3 He 
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He was buta Mortal as well as 1; and without doubt, 
was not exempt from humane Frailties. He had the 
Advantage to be educated in the Col/ege ofthe 7 
Priefis at Memphis, which none of his Nation could 
boaft of -befides himfelf: Suffer me للق امع‎ thee ‘my 
Thoughts frankly, and without Difguife. Magick 


ca 


and 4frology were the only Sciences then in Vogue: | 


And he being perfectly vers’d in all the Myfteries 
and Secrets of Egyptian Wifdom, °twasno'hard Tafk 
for him to poffefs the rude and ignorant Sons of 


7 


Facob, with a profound Attach and ‘Veneration for. _ 


his Perfon: And in that -diftrefs’d Condition, to 
mould their flexible Spirits to what Difcipline he 
pleafed. 

Sufpe& me not for an Infide/ or an Atheiff, bee 
caufe I difcourfe with this Freedom. I have ‘heard 
fome of our Mo//abs {ay a great deal more in their 
private Converfation. And ’tis a Yuperfitious Ti- 
moroufnefs, not to be bold ‘in the Exercife of our 
Reafon, which taught even the Prophet Mo/es him- 
felf the’ Methods of Conqueft, and “getting a Fame 
which fhould knowno Ends 10 au 3 

1 am not ambitious, nor would I tempt thee to 
afpire at an undue Grandeur: But let us not be lefs 
than ourfelves, that is, Men. ‘There ‘is no Reafon 
- we fhould be impos’d upon by fabulous Reports of 
interefted and defigning Writers: Or that we fhould 
give Faith to every credulous Fool. Doubtlefs, 


there were many Nations eftablifh’d'on Earth before — 


the J/raelites; and great Proptets who were not of 
the Lineage of Abrabam. ‘The Date of the Olympiads 
is much more certain to a Day, nay to an Hour, 
than the Hejira of ‘the I/raelites; fince the former 
. is demonftrated by the Ec/ip/es of the Suz and Meon, 
interwoven by the Gentile Hifforians into the Body 
of their Hi/fory; whereas the latter is defeétive in 
this material Point, and is expofed to a thoufand 
Difputes among Writers. 
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My Friend, let not thou and.I.trouble ourfelves 
with needlefs Controverfies, or be .zealous for 
“Things of no Moment; but adoring Ove .Gop, 


and believing what is rational, we may هادم‎ our 
Souls in Tranquillity and Peace. 


Paris, 1125 of the 5 th Moon, 
of thé Year 1660. 


wey 


Lib Toky RM 
To the Kaimacham. 


T length, aftera long Alienation, the Prince of 
Conde is reftor’d to the: King's Favour: For 
which. he ‘is obliged' to'ithe King of Spain. I have 
utready intimatedin* one of my) Letters, That this 
was2agreed on in the: Treaty of Peace between thefe 
two Crowns, as an Articlaequivalent to that of the 
Duke of Lerrain’s: Releafe; follicited by the King | 
of France. “Now tis put in Execution; and the 
Rebel Prince is received with abundance of Carcfiefs 
by the King, Queen- Mother, santini Mazarii, 
nid! the whole Court. 
He is counted the valianteft) Man of this Age; 
and was fo. pronounced long ago by ‘the Aferefeiia/ 
Turenne, who is'a Soldier of)no mean: Character, 
«both for his Judgment and Courage... He was once 
extremely beloved by all the French. But his Wild- 
nefs and Inconftancy, with the deftruétive Effcéts of 
the Civil Wars which he raifed, changed their Affe- 
&tions for a while into Indiffcrence, Coldnefs and 
Tl-will. But now all’s'well again.. 
bs! GHéland his Brother therPries ob Conti fans 
RESTI being often the Heads-of contrary ‘Parties 
* during the Minority of this Kivg.. And the Younger 
€ 
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| being erump-fhouldred, Conde ‘vfed'to be a little 
farcattick upon him, threatning to fhave his. un 
courtly Back into the Fafhion with his Sw ord. 
Iris certain the Prince of Corde was very wild 
and profufe when young, but now he begins. to 

_ take foberer Meafures. During his Father’s Life, he 
was called the Duke of Exguien. And to reflect on 

the Parfimony of the old Prince, he ufed to take 

feveral Handfuls of Gold with one Hand, and fill a 


Purfe, faying, Tbis-is my Father's Pracice. Then. 


he would turn the Purfe upfide down with t’other 
Hand, and fcattering. the Gold among his Favourites 
would add, This is my Humour. 
Once as Hie was paffing on Foot through a Town 
tn France, under his Father’s Government, the 
_ chief Magiftrate of the Piace, who was 220010 Man, 
met him, and began to make an Oration with the 
beft Rhetorick he could. But the.Prince being in a 
frolickfome Humour, ‘took Advantage of a very 
low Conge the old Gentleman made him and leap’d 
over his Head, and ftood. ftil! behind him. The 
Magiftrate not taking any ‘Notice of this wild Prank, 


١ turn’d very gravely about, and addrefs’d himfelf 


with a new Obeifance; bùt not fo lowas the former. 
However, the nimble Prince catch’d hint upon the 
Half-bent, and fetting his Hands on the old Mon- 
fieur’s Shoulders, whipt .over :again the fecond 
Time; which quite fpoiléd his intended Speech, to 
the great Diverlion of al the Speétators. : 
In his Youth he was much addiéted:to Women, 
-and took a peculiar Delight in debauching Nus; 
which occafion’d the Qucen-Mother to reflect on 
him fomething fatyrically once, when he inform’d 
‘her that the Sai/e Soldiers were guilty of great Dif- 
orders, fome of them getting into the Nuzzeries, 
and. violating» the’ Chaitity of :thofe confecrated 
Fertiales.-: For the Queen replied, Jf you had told me 
they broke iutoithe Wine-Cellars, I would believe you د‎ 
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15 the Suifles are all known Drunkards. But as for 

ours with Nuns, none fo likely to make them as the 
Duke of Enguien. 

Howewer, all that I have faid, hinders not bue 
that he is now a prudent Man, a good General, and 
Fortunate in recovering his Sovereign’s Favour: 

In a Word, this Court is fo overjoy’d at the Mar- 
riage of the Kine with the Infanta of Spazz, that they 
have no room left for peevifh Refentments., All 
Crimes are forgiven;.and the Devil himfelf would 
be welcome at the Weddings. prov ided he would. be 
debonair and good Company. 

The Nuptia/s are only celebrated by Proxy as yetz 
But here are vaft Preparations mAcing for the. com- 
pleating the Ceremony. 

What the //%e of this Marriage and Peace willbe, 
°tis not eafy to divine: But doubt, the Chriftiansare 
hatching Evil againft the Ottoman Parte, inregard all 
the Princes ì in Europe are coming to an Agreement. 

Iluftrious Kaimacham, let not this Intimation pafs 

-away as a Dream. For I tell thee again, thefe nfr- 
dels are plottng of Mifchief. 

Paris, 1/? of the 7th Moon, , 

of the Year 1660... 


ci, دق داص امه‎ propri + spe 
To the ley 


‘Believe inde wilt now receive from me the earlj- 

eft News of a mighty Change, a furprifing Revo- 
lution in the Eyg/i/ Government. Know then, that 
he whom I have fo often mention’d under the Title 
of King ofthe Scots in my former Letters, the eldett 
Son'and rightful Heir of the Brittyb Kingdoms, 
‘Charles LE. is reftored عط م‎ 4 brone of his Fathers, 
MAS tree ‘without 
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without Ario lt! ot Bloodfhed, by the unanimpus 
Confent and eamélt Defire of his’ Subjects. 

This young Prince has been an Exile for twelve - 
Years in foreign: Courts, and has heard of as many 
feveral Alterations in the State of his Dominions du- 
ring his Abfence; every Change producing a new 
Form of Government... The Rede/s had run over all 
Ariftotle’s Politicks, and the various Models of Plato 
and other Philojophers, who treated of Common- 
wealths, to find out fuch Patterns as beft fuited with 
the Neceflities and Gewius of that Nation. Thereis 
nota Species of Arifticracy, Democracy, and Oligarchy 
which they did not’ put in pra&ice to fupport the 
Frame of that Government, whofe Bafis they had re- 
mov'd; for it was founded on a Monarchy of along 
and hereditary Defcent. And therefore all their 
moft artificial Contrivances were ineffectual, and 
they might as well have endeavoured to make But- 
treffes for a Caftle in the Air. Ina Word, the Eug- 
fife found themfelves fo disjomted and weaken’d by 
Civil Wars, Taxes, and the other ufual Effe&s of 
Ujurpation and Tyranny, that they had no other Way 
left to fave their Nation from utter Ruin, but by 
bringing their lawful Kixg back again, who is the 
Angular Stone whereon all their Welfare and Inte- 
reft is built. 

There is one Thing remarkable in this Turn of 
Englifo Affairs, That their Sovereign landed and 
made his triumphant Entry into that Ifland, on the 
Anniverfary Day of his Birth. Which puts me in 
mind of what is generoufly difcourfed here at Paris s. 
That on the Day of his Naéivity, there was feen a 
bright Star in the Heavens, when the Sun was juft 
above the Meridian. From hence the Aftrologers of 
thofe Times predicted great Thing sconcerning him:. 
And thofe of the: prefent Age,: who . have: feen his 
Fortune to Return to his Kingdoms, prefage yet 
greater Events to.come. 
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O p only knows what Embryo’s are inthe Womb: 
of Futurity ; and we Muffulmans have no Reafon to. 
' rejoice atthe Grandeur of any ‘of theie 2nfde Prin- 
ces. Y¥t fuch a'Sign as that of'a Star appearing at 
Noon-Day, juft over the Place where a mighty 
Queen was in Labour with a‘Prince; has fomething 
. in it extraordinary, and full of promifing Circum- 
ftances. It was an Appearance of this Nature which 
render’d the Birth of the Me/fas {o’illuftrious, “مط‎ 
otherwife obfcure enough; when the Ea/ferz Mags 
directed by fuch a Star, cdme and found Mary the 
Mother of Fe/us ina Stable, “nd the Infant Prophet 
lying in a Manger, inttead of ACradle. So we are 
told, that Eclipfes of the Sun flortend the Misfor- 
tune or Death of great Perfonages è and that all other 
Prodigies, whether in Heaven or Earth, have their 
proper Signification. © © |, | 
But whether thefe Obfervations be true or no, ’tis-. 
certain this late banifhed Prince is return’d with: 
abundance of Splendor and Advantage to his native: 
Royal’ Poffeffions. And I thought it would be a. 
grand Neglect in me, to let one Poft-Day pafs, be 
fore I gave thee an Account of a Revolution fo- 
aftonifhing to all Ezrope, and which is like to give: 
a new Turn to the Affairs of moft Chriftian Princes | 
-and States. 7 4 Abed bps echt ا‎ 
|. Befides, Iknow. there is an Ambaflador from’ Exg= 
and, refiding. at the Axguff Porte, which: deter~ . 
mines the Quatrels of all the Nations'on Earth.- 
There are alfo abundance of Exg/ifo' Merchants in. 
the Imperial City. They may have Feuds among. 
one another. The 27227 of fome of them is.join’d« 
with that of the Engli/b Rebels ; others are for their 
King. Therefore knowing of his Reforation, thou: 
wilt be better able to adjuft all, Matters of this Na-- 
ture, according to. Reafon, Equity, and the Honour: 
of the majeftick Porte. Tor. this King makes ‘al-- 
ready a greater Figure than any of his Progenitors, . 
oy C6: _ and! 
‘ 
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| and. therefore his Friendfhip is not to be cons 


+ temn’d. 


| (The Care of thefe Things reft on thee,, who art 
the ملك‎ Vicar of the Vicegarent of Gove 


Paris,. Li of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1660 


LETTER Kit 


To Mehemet, an, id Eunuch, at Caire 
ja Egypt. | 


H that. I dev in one of the Pyramids near the 

City where thou refideit, fhut up in tremez- 

dous Darknefs, in the moft obfcure and horrible 
Vaultof the Royal Pile? That I might converfe with 
the Ghofs of Egyptian Kings, hug Demons in my 
Arms, and run the Geri? with Hobgablins, and all the 
Spirits of the Night round the 70778 of Cheops, or up 
and down the difmal Galleries,or in the Neft of Bass, 
_Sereech-Owls, Harpies, and the ret of the winged 
Monffers, the excrementitious Spawn of human 

Souls, or at lealt the Superfetation of pickled Car- 
-caffes, repofited there for eternal Muzzzzies, fome 
of them before Noah's Flood, and the reît after, if 
the Story be true. Gop knows whether it be orno? 
Thar’s nothing to me: But I have a ftrong Inclina- 
tion to try what I can find in thofe antique Monu- 
ments, after all the Search of fo many Yravellers, 1 
have a fpecifick Sort of Melancholy upon me, 
which cannot be vented any other Way, than by 
keeping Company with the Dead, or having Ten 
hundred thoufand ugly rampant, Spiri? dancing 
their مس رط‎ Meafures about me, and grinning 
Tike Baboons. of Hell Qh Gov! how ’twould {et 
me, a laughing ! An Entertainment of this Nature 
“© “would 


\ 
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avould. eafe my Spleen), and reftore me to a good 
TAUMOUr. 

Are there no Beings extant, but thofe which are | 

. every Way expos’d to our Senfes? Or, is. Nature 
poorer than the Imagination of a Mortal, which 
can form the Jdeas of an Infinity of Creatures that 
he never faw ? I am cloy’d with the Crambe of 
Objeéts and Joys which thefe narrow Elements af- 
ford, and therefore woulH fain grope out fome new 
and untry’d World, to And Refrefhment in. 

But oh, my Mehemet, hen I look toward the 
Heavens, and behold the Moon and Stars; when 
my Eye is loft in the bounalefs Firmament, and 
my Sou? can find no Limits to tile Uriverfe; then I 
fink into. myfelf, full of Humility and Confufion, 
becaufe I have injurioufly reproach’d the Omnipotent, 
and caft Od/oguies on his Works. For all ‘Things 
appear admirably beautiful and perfect, and the leait 
Atome is large enough to afford Apartments for a 
thoufand Souls. Every 'Thing in Nature is pregnant 
and full of pleafing Wonders : Yet I cannot be free 
from thefe Hypochondriac Fits. at certain Seafons. 
I am fometimes the faddeft and moft melancholy 
Man in the World, I take all Things by the wrong 
Handie, look on them through falfe Opticks, and 
yet perfuade myfelf I am in the right, and fee them 
in their true Complexion.” Such is the fatal So- 
philtry of this black and fudden Paffion; it takes 
away the Guit and Relifh of the {weeteft Eajoy- 
ments.. And if the Contagion could poflibly find 
Admittance among the Blefs’d above; furely ’twould 
render their Paradife a Hell, and would afford 
fome Ground for the Fi€tion of the antient Poets, 
who brought up the Ufe of Nepenthe among the 
Gods, to appeafe their Choler, and put ‘em in a good 
Humour. bo (CA 

_- Iknow not what that Dring was : But I tell thee, 
my Nepentbe is a Glafs of ‘good Languedoc Wine, 
0 ش‎ ١ ش‎ which 


NEI 


LA 


38 Latrers Writ by Vol.vI. 


which is as‘rich, and far more delicious than tho” 
١ Winesof Tezedos and Mitylene. .lonce could boaft of . 


another Method to fubdue my Melancholy, b 7 giving 
Battel to my ‘Thoughts in open Field ; but now Lam 
fain to Have recourfe to Stratagems and Ambufcades, 
~trepanning the ugly, hideous Monfters out of their 
ftrong Retrenchments and Faltneffes in the Spleen, 
by generous Frolicks and, Wine, Women and Mu- 
fick. I bury all Care in profund Sleep, the Effect 
of brifk and free drinking” And. then I ‘awake as 
merry asa Lark; as yong as if ’d been in Medea 
“Cauldron. 5 1 bet | 

What fignifies it #6 pretend Sanétity in our Words 
and exterior Carrj#ge, whilft at the fame time we 
are ready to burit.with Malice, Pride, Ambition, 
Avarice, and a thoufand more Vices? Whereas 
Wine, feafonably drank, cures all thefe Diftem- 
pers of the Soul, makes a Mifer liberal, ‘a’ cruel 
Man tender, a fpiteful Fellow kind; melts fiff 
and haughty Spirits into a wonderful Softnefs and 
Complaifance: In fine, it makes a Lamb of a 
Lion, and changes a Vulture to a Dove, purifying 
and transforming Souls into a ‘Temper wholly Di- 
vine. 

Why then fhould we be ty’d to Laws of Morality, 
never practis’d by عامط‎ who made them? All the 
Philofophers were boon Companions, and our Holy 
Prophet himfelf privately drank the Juice. of the’ 
Grape. Our Emperors and Grandees do. the fame. 


‘The only Reafon why they forbid it to their Sub- . 


jects, is, left they fhould grow too wife, and ftrive 
to fhake off the Yoke: For Wine elevates the Spi- 
rits, emboldens the Heart, and transforms a Slave 
toa Lord in his own Conceit. For want of this 
Liquor, all Nations where the Vine grows not, have 
found out one Beverage or another, as efficacious 
to relieve Melancholy, and drive away Sorrow. 
from the Heart. The Cdinefe make Wine of Lin 
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Nn my Country they have another intoxicating Drink - 
edmpounded with certain Roots. ,The fame is ufed 
in fome Parts of Pera. In thele Wefern Pro- 
vinces, they brew divays Sorts of Strong Liquors of 
Wheat, Barley,. Honey; Moloffa’s, and other In- 
gredients. And they ntake Wine of Apples, Pears, 
Cherries, Currants, and moft Fruits that grow. I 
tell thee, my Friend, there's no living, unlefs we 
fometimes give Nature \new Ferment to rouze her 
from her Lees. 

Yet let us pra&ife a duos 
that Gon gave us thefe Th: 
Refrefhment, and not for ou: 
Mebemet, let us be merry and’ 


ediocrity, remembring 
s for our Health: and 
Bane. In a Word, 


Paris, 260% of the 81b Moon, 
of the Year 1660. 


ib bes We CAs Gea ie 


| To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secre= 


tary of the Ottoman Empire. 


Have taken fome Pains, turn’d over a great many 
Memoirs of old Courtiers, and convers’d with: 
not a few now living, who can remember the Days 
of Henry IV. that fo may comply with thy Order, 
and oblige: thee-with fome Remarks on the Life of 
that Prince, who tho’ he had but a little Body, yet: 
like another Alexander, had fo vaft a Soul, and. per- 
form’d fuch illuitrious A&ions, as defervedly faften’d: 
on him the Title of Great, and made him be efteem’d. 
the Arbiter of all Europe. 

It is obferv’d of him, that he was always un- 
fortunate in his. Wives ;° yet they relate a pretty 
Paflage: 
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Paffage of his firft Wife Manyaret of Valois, whieh 


feems to contradict that Remark. 

He was then a Protefant, and only King ofwVa- 
qarre, when the famous Ma/lacre of Paris wi com- 
_ mitted, with Defign to myder him among the reft 
of his Religion. But being aware of this, when 


م 


he heard the 4/afins makihg toward his Chamber, 


where he fate with the Que:n, he hid himfelf under 
her Garments as fhe fate in fer Chair. The Villains 
rufhing in, afk’d for the King. She witha great 
Affurance of Spirit, told’/m, He went out from ber 
| ‘in a Paffon. They {ming fatisfy’d, went away 
without doing any farf1er Hurt. Which occafion’d a 
common Jeft, Thai Queen Margaret’s Smock fav'd 
King Henry’s Life’ 
This Woman was call’d the Minerva and Venus of 
‘France, on the fcore of her Learning and Amours, 
never denying any Thing to her Lovers, and being 
| feldom without Men of Science in her Company. In 
a word, King Henry look’d on himfelf as a noted 
Cuckold, and fo gave her a Bill of Divorce. Her own 


Mother Ketbarine de Medicis, wascall’d the Fourth - 


Fury of Hell. 

At is recorded of this Lady, that fhe pra¢tis’d 
much with Wizards and Magicians, who in an En- 
chanted Glafs, fhew’d her who fhould reign in 
France for the time to come. Firit appear’d this 
Henry IV. then Zesvis XIII. next Lewis XIV. and 
after him a Pack of -7e/4ifs, who fhould abolith the 
Monarchy, andgovern the Nations themfelves. This 
Glafs is to befeen in the King’s Palace to this Day. 

As for Henry 11755 Second Wife, *tis faid, he ne- 
‘ver enjoy’d a peaceable Hour with her, but when fhe 
was afleep. They often fought together, and fhe 
{par’d not fometimes to beat and fcratch him even 
in his Bed, fo that he has been forced to quit the 
field, and take Sanétuary in “another Chamber. 
"This. Prince was tax” pn with Ingratitude. towards his 

"0 mofk 
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oft faithful Servants,}and. Want of Liberality to 
all. ادس عله‎ a common Saying of his Predeceffor 
. Henry XII. That be f\ar'd bis Kingdom with bis 
Loyal Servants and Friexds.. But Henry IV, lov’d 
not to part with any Thi ing which he could hand- 
fomely keep. 

Yet he was very obligi: g to his Miftreffes, and his 
Paflion fot them carried him into many Irregularities. 
He was fo deeply enamcjr’d of one, that to enjoy 
her he fign’d a Promife o\Marriage to her with his 
own Blood; which one of h*s Favourites feeitig, tore 
the Paper in Pieces. The iN ing being incens’d at 
- that, fwore by the Belly of SXGris, an ordinary 
Oath with him, that. this. PerfC\y was’ mad. Yes, 
reply’d he, but Iwifh I were theSonly Madman in 
the Kingdom. "Thereby reflecting on the King’s 
Extravagancy. Another Time he. gave Fifty thou- . 
' fand Crowns, for ‘one Night's Enjoyment of a 
Lady: .. 
I ‘have many ‘Years ago fpoke of the Death of this 
Priiicé in my Letters to the Minifters of the Porte. 
Now I will acquaint thee. with one اسك‎ 
to which I was then a Stranger. _ 

It happen’d, that the Viceroy. of Navarre was 
walking with feveral Nobles.in the Meadows of 
Bearn, a Town under his Jurifdition, wafh’d by 
the River Paz... When on a fudden all the Cows, 
(of which there was a great Number in thofe Fields) 
tan. violently into the River, and. were ‘there 
 drown’d.. ‘The Viceroy being aftonifh’d at this, as 
at a Prodigy, writ down the Day and Hour when it 
happen’d, which prov’d exactly the very fame Time 
to a Minute, when Henry IV. was ftabb’d in his 
Coach by Ravaillac ; as the Viceroy was foon cer- 
tify’d by Di/patches which he receiv’d from the 
Court, containing Intelligence of that Tragedy. 

All this may be pure Chance, for ought I know, 


but there are Abundance of mito of fomething 
elfe, 
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elfe: As for Man, he isîwholly a Stranger‘ 
himfelf, and the fecret Operations of his own, foul 
are hid from him. Howpfthen can he kppw the 
Natures of other Things, Ar be familiarly acquain- 

“ted with the occult Diffofitions of Beafts? The 
leaft Worm or Infect bafiles our fevereft Scrutiny, 
and we are loft in the Speculation of their Em- 
éryo's. The moft filent ad inanimate Beings, pro- 
claim aloud the Folly ¢£. our ‘boafted Science : 
Every Atom in Nature, fcidicules our bet Philofo- 
phy. Who then will /fetend’ to unriddle ‘the more 
uncommon Myfterie/” of Providence, or trace. the 
Footiteps of eterni Deftiny ? Hiftorians {peak ‘va- 
rioufly. of this Pyiricide. Some fay, the Villain 

_Was approv’d of’ at the Court of Rome, and that 
he was there rank’d in the Number of Martyrs. 
"Tis certain, he underwent as horrible a Death as 
the Wit of Man could invent, to punifh his match- 
lels Treafon. And it feems, the Judges that exa- 


min’dvhim, were either afraid;“or afham’d’ ito ‘di- 
vulge what they heard fom his Mouth? Chiiging 
‘themielves by an ‘Oath to’ eternal Secrecy. | Ra- _ 

vaillac himfelf own’d that hé had twice before at- 
tempted to kill the King, but was thruft back by 
one of his Nobles, who fufpeéted fome ill Defigns 
in his Looks. . 

Sage  Hamet, may God preferve our glorious 
Sultan from the Rage of Mutineers, from a 37 660+ 
i/o Phyfician, and from the ‘common Difafters 
of Human Life. And the Care of his Attendants 
will prevent the fudden Strokes of a defperate 
Affafiin. | 1 3 . 


Paris, 25th of the 8th° Moon, 
of the Year 1660. | 
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PT 


a sed 
NOIE PER pi 


" 9a Muftapha, Berber.Aga. 
/ 

“HIS City is now; as full of Noife and Lights, 
as fome Cities 0} 454 areatan Ec/ip/e of the 
Moon, ox as Conffantinyple is during the Fuff of Ra- 
mezan. “Tis near Milnight, and yet here’s fuch a 
Medley of Noifes com \ounded of the loud Accla- 
mations of Mortals, the N 
Drums, Sound of Trumpet. and other Mufical In- 
ftruments, with the sib» By would think ene 


and other Fire-works, that a Boy would think one’s 
Self ina Battel or Siege. 
The Occafion of all this, is the publick Entry of 


‘the new-married King and Queen, it being the خط‎ 


Time they have feen Paris fince the Nuptials.. Nei- 
ther my ‘Tongue nor Pen are able to‘exprefs to the 
Life, the inimitable Pomp and Magnificence that: 
have appesa to Day i the Royal Train, and in the 
Preparations which the City made to receive them. 


Plunder of fuch immenfe Riches. Yet there were 
Forty thoufand of the Citizens, and Kizg’s Guards 
in Arms, to augment the Glory of the Day. 

The Monarch with his Royal Spoufe ‘appeared 
feated on a Majeftick Throne, all glittering with 
Gold and Diamonds. It was’ rais’d on High, and 
there were feveral Steps or Degrees to afcend up to 
it. ‘On thefe were placed the Princes of the Blood, 
the Dukes and Peers of the Realm, with other 
Grandees and Nobles; as alfo Princefles, Duchefles, 
and Ladies of the fir Quality. 

"Twas at the Foot of this Throne, ‘there were 
made innumerable Speeches, and Congratulatory 

1 Addreffe 
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Addreffes by the Priefts and{Monks of all Order 
by the Students in the Acadeiny, and by the feysral 
Companies of Tradefmen. Byt,that which was mot 
furprizingya certain ftrange Maid utter’d feveral Ora- 
tions in Latin, Greek, French and Spanifb, wherein 
fhe magnify’d the King’s hitroick Undertakings, his 
wonderful Succeffes, greathWifdom and Courage, 
with other Virtues, which |he made the Subje& of 
her Panegyrick. She alfo ngilefs extoll’d the Queen’s 
matchlefs Beauty, the Greftnefs of her Birth, the 
royal Endowments of Ker Mind; and concluded 
with reflecting on th/ Joy of all Europe, for this 
illuftrious Match, ang Alliance of two the moft po- 
tent Crowns in Chr/jtendom. . 

She deliver’d hérfelf with fuch an incomparabie 
Grace and Modefty, as drew the Eyes and Ears of 
all that were prefent. And ’tis faid, the King was 
extremely pleafed with her; much more the Queen, 
who had never before encountred fo learned a Fe- 
male. ito Dae 

The French Ladies have for many Years applied 
themfclves to the Study of Languages. and Philo/ophy. 
But ’tis not fo in Spain, where the Men are too ri- 
gorous to the Fair to allow them that Liberty. They 
are as morofe to Women as the Moors, from whom 
a great Part of that Nation are {aid to defcend. Eve- 
ry Country in Europe has fuffer’d mighty Changes, 
by the Incurfions and Congueffs of the Murs, Goths, 
Huns and Vandals. So that ’tis difficult to trace the 
Original of any People in fuch a Hotch-Patch of Fo- 
reign Blood: Neither have they any Care of their 
Genealogies, as we Arabians have in the Eaf. 

Illuftrious Aga, tho’ it fignifies nothing to fpring 
of a noble Stock, unlefs we inherit the Virtues of our 
| Anceftors, as well as their fplendid Titles and Eftates : 
Yet ’tis both profitable and pleafant to have by us a 
Regifter of our Families, that reading their Cha- 
raéters and heroick Actions, we may imitate their 

Examples, 
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E*amples, and add to’ the Glory of the Tribe from 
tw we defcend. ‘|’ 


Pari, 6th of the 848 Moon, 
of the Year 1660. | 


LETTER XII. 
To Dgrt Oglou. 


Know not whether I ial! finifh the Letter 1 
begin ; or, if I do, whef+er it will be above 
Ground, or in the Bowels of the Earth. However, I 
cannot forbear writing to thee, ms dear Friend, tho” 
both the Paper and I, with the Houfe wherein I 
© lodge, and all this beautiful City, may, for ought I 
know, be tranfported to another Region before Mor- 
ning. Nay, "tis pofible this very Hour may people 
Elyî rfium with a new Colony from Frarce, and Paris 
may defcend with all her magnificent Palaces to the 
Shades below, changing the Banks of the River 
Seyne, for thofe of Of haven or Styx, and the refrefh- 
ing Airs of Champagne, for the choaking Sulphurs of 
Hell. in a word, we have felt the Menaces of a 
terrible Earthquake this Evening, but as yet we have 
fuffered no Damage. 

When I liv’d in 4/52, an Earthquake was almoit 
as common as the Yéar/y Revolution of a Summer and 
Winter: And we took as little Notice of it, as we 
did of Lightning, Hail, or Rain. Befides, one Muf- 
fulman encourag’d another, and the general Faith 
of True Believers confirm'@ us ali, That we 
ought to be -refign’d to God, and to the Appoint- 
ments of Eternal Deftiny, whether it were for Plea- 
fure or Pain, Good or Evil, Life or Death. But 
now I have been fo long ‘difus’d to thefe Convulf- 
ons of the Globe, (for I-have not felt one above 
thele two and twenty Years) and am -alfo fepara- 

ted 
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ted from: the Society of the Faithful;- that I am كا‎ 
come like the reft of the World, and even like s¢fe 


Infidels, timorous, aftonifh’d "void of Reafongéind OF. 1 


little or no Faith. 

My Mind at firft flagger'tl “as much as'my ‘Body, 
when I was walking crofs my Chamber, and felt the 
Floor rock under me with eat fingular Kind of 
- Motion, which no human Att or Force can'imitate. I 
foon concluded "twas an Efrthguake, but knew not 
how to bear that Thoughs with Indifference. Death 
is familiar to me in ayy other Figure, but that of 
being fo furprizingly Varied alive; It appeared hor- 
rible. to. fink on a ffidden into an unknown Grave, 
I knew..not whi ee -Perhaps:I might fall into 
fome dark Lake of Water; or it may be, I might 


be drench’d in a River of Fire; or be dath’d on a © 


Roek: For, who can tell the Difpofition of the 
Caverns below, or what Sort of Apartments he fhall 
find under the Surface of the Earth? We walk on 
the Batrlements of a marvellous Struéture, a Globe 
full of tremendous Secrets. And whether Nature or 
‘ Deffiny, Providence or Chance, occafion the Ruptares 
that we find are made in divers Parts.of the Earth, 
it matters not much, fo long as we are in Danger of 
tumbling in. Such.a terrible Fall would put the 
bet Philofopher in the World. out of Humour, 
and fpoil all his Reafoning. I’m fure ’twould vex 
me thus in a Trice to be plunder’d of my Thoughts. 
Which makes. me either wonder. at the Vanity of 
Empedocies, if he threw himfelf into the flaming 
Chafm of Mount zma,. only for the fake of being 
efteemed-a God (as.the common Report is;) or 
gives me Reafon to conclude, he had fome other 
End in his venturous Leap. Since ’tis not probable, 
that empty Fame. could be efteemed by. that great 
Sage, as his final Happinefs,, A much. eafier Way 
had Ariffotle, who, dilgufted,at his Ignorance of the 
Flux and Reflux of the Sea, threw himfelf in, to put 
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ansend to his Diftuif tions, if the Story be true.’ But, 
- 1 cahehardly believe the Stagyrite was fuch a Fool. [ 
guefs oh other Men, ‘according to the Experience I 
havé of my felf. I am, as little follicitous about . 
Death as any Man; yet I fhould be unwilling م‎ 
hurl my felf out of the or/d headlong, without a 
Firm ora Tefta: I love new Ex periments, but am 
not very fond of fuch asìtake from us irrecoverably 
the Means of trying any ‘nore. 

We had News here of en Earthquake which has 
overthrown part of the Pyritcan Mountains, fome 
Days before) this: happen’d:ateParis; but few re- 
garded it.  Calamities ata eke wi frighten no Bo- 


dy: Yet thofe which we feel us all in Tears. 
For my part, it has this Effect on me, that I am 
improved in my Carelefinefs, and ‘become. fearful 
of nothing. And, 1 think, there is Reafon on my . 
Side, fince all my: Care, Apprehenfion and Forecatt, 
can never defend me from the Underminings of the 
Omnipatent. 


Putis,’ 15th of. the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1660. 


Pe cia oh 5ن ولد‎ Di. 
«To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


ET not the Diftance of Time between my Let- 

ters prompt. thee to conclude, I forget my. 
Duty ; ‘or.that I am care/e/s to oblige fo illuftrious a 
Friend. I have many Od/igations to difcharge ; and 
therefore endeavour to hufband .my Hours to the 
heit Advantage; and fo, to divide.my Di/patches, That 
ths Grand Signior may be,ferved, the Divan inform 5: 


dr 
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of all material Emergencies, en the Expettationof ٠ 3 
each Minifter gratified. i ME 

As to the Reign of Lewis XIII. it مه‎ fuc- 
ceflively between the Marefchal a’ Ancre, the Duke 
of Luines, and Cardinal Richelieu. ‘The firft was 
| the Queen-Mother’s Favoupite; the fecond was the 
King’s; as for the Third} he was abfolute Matter 
both of King, Queen and Kingdom. 

During the King’s Minfrity indeed, Queen Mary 
de Medicis, the Reli@ of Adenry IV. took ‘the Regency 
into her own Hands, And manag’d things in an ar- 
bitrary Manner. Bu/ the Princes of the Blood, wittr 
other Grandees, not able to brook the Government 
of a Woman, coy4pir’d againft her. Among thefe 
were the Prince of Conde, Father to the prefent 
Prince, and the Duke of Bovillon. ‘The former-was 
‘a bold Man, and durft do any thing that w as brave: 
The latter was a cunning Statefman. 

They caball’d not fo privately, but. the Queen- 
Mother was acquainted with their Meetings, and the 
Duke of Bovillon was the firft who knew his Party 
was betray’d. ‘This Intelligence was brought him 
from affur’d Hands, whilft he was fitting with the 
Prince of Conde, and other Nob/es at the P/ace of their 
private. Rendezvous.» Whereupon - he acquainted 
them with it, exhorting all to abfcond immediately, © 
left they fhould be /eiz’d on the Spot. But they re- 
‘torting, That the Queen would not venture on an 
Aétion of fuch dubious Confeguence; he ftarted up 
and took his Leave of em, with thefe Words,’ >“ My 
« Lords, you may follow your own Counfel. I’lJ 
>» immediately to Horfe, and efcape to Sedan, in 
« my Stockings: Where, if they make me wear out 
‘<q Pair as an Exile; by Heavens, Vil make them 
‘© wear out a thoufand Pair of Boots. 

“His Words came to pafs, and the Effect was a di- 
minutive Civil War; when the Queen was forced to 
rail an Army to reduce this Prizce to O 
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the \eft of his Party being imprifoned, - as s foori as 
fhe Hag of his Flight. © 

Whilit thefe Diffurbances lafted, the Moors were 
expell’d out of Spain'to the Number of Six | hun 
died thowfand. Part of thofe who liv'd toward the 
Maritime Coafts went by Sea into Africk. ‘The 
reft, whofe Refidence wes farther’ within’ Land, 
fought a Paffage over the Pyrenean Mountains, Poe, 
fo thro’ the Southern Provinces of France's ‘offering 
a Ducat a Head to the Viceroy of Navarre, for 
their fafe Conduét. He, out‘ of Curiofity coming 
‘to fee thefe Travellers, and beitolding them rag- 
ged and almoft naked, with Vifvges like’ Ghofs, 
took Pity on them, and gave then Liberty of 
Paffage gratis; faying, “ God forbid I fhould extort 
“fo much Money from thefe miferable Bs ig 
€ who are abandon’d to the wide World. 

But it feems his Compaflion was needlefs.: FOP 
thefe Mu/fulmen were too cunning for him, having 
their fqualid, torn Garments, quilted all over with 
Gold and precious Stones.’ Which occafioned all. 
People to ridicule'the Viceroy’s Eafinefs, and to call 
him the Friend of the Gzéconites. . 

I fhould appear too partial in reflecting (aci 
ally on this Prince, whofe Generofity deferves 

Praife: Yet I cannot but {mile at the Craft of the 
Moors, whereby they not only efcaped paying “the 
accuftom’d Tribute of Pafferigers, but alfo blinded 
thefe Infidels, and took from them: the Sufpicion 
of greate®Riches ; 3 which if they had once known, 
perhaps not a Moor fhould have carried‘ a Piece of 
Money along with him into 4frick. 

This Paflage feem’d worthy of thy 000 
fince it in Part refembles the famous Departure of the 
Ifraelités out of Egypt, fo’ it comes fhort of the Rob». 
bery and Plundèr which they conithitted’ on the Ins 
habitants the Day before they began’their Journey: 
However, this Story may afford “thee‘fome Diver 
tifement. D As 


so LertERS Writ by Vol. VI. 
.. Asto the Marfhal d° Ancre, the Queen's Farou- 
rite in his Life and Death, he was compared 46 Se- 
janus, being qualified with the like Virtue: and Vi- 
ces, and having much the fame Fortune; his Body 
after having been drage’d about the Streets by the. 
Rabble, was at lait torn to Pieces. 

If thou wouldit know how the Duke of. Luines ob- 
tain’d the King’s Favour, it was by Ingratitude. For, 
when he and his Brother were firft brought to Court, 
they were bothfo poor, that they had but one Cloak 
between them ; and for that Reafon could not go a- 
broad together. et being recommended to the © 

| King by acertain Nobleman for excellent Falconers 
they were rece:ved into Favour. But they abufed 
the Kindnefs of their Patron; and infinuating ma- 

' licious Things into the King's Ear againft the Noble- 
man and his Family, caufed him to be banifh’d from | 
the Court. After which they managed all things. > 

Then fucceeded Cardinal Rich/icu in the chief Mia 
niftry ; of whom I have faid a great deal in my former 
Letters to the Grandees of the. Porte; and thouwilt. 
find them in the Regiffer. I will now add, what I 

"never mentioned before, that he was very ambitious 
to bethought a good Judge of Ver/z, He gave to one 
Poet for a witty Conceit in his Coat of Arms, two 
thoufand Sequins, the’ ’twas butaVerje of feven words. 

* Another he promoted to an Excle/jaftical Dignity 
worth a Thoufand a Year for comparing him to the 
Primum Mobile. But he eaufed a third to be kick’d out 
of Doors for his Obitinacy in denying to alter a word 
of his Poem which the Cardinal difliked. 

This Minifter was very revengeful, and amongît 
other Effects of his Temper, none was more taken 
notice of, or reflected’on, than the Death of Mon- 
fieur de Thou, whom the Cardinal cut off for no other 
Reafon, but becaufe his Father in a General Hiffory 
which he wrote, had reprefented one of Rich/iew’s. 
Ancellors under a very ignominious and abomina-' 

VESPA oh MIRO 
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* ble -Figure. That Hiftorian was the renowned 
Thus whom I fuppofe thou haft heard. 

As toXing Lewis X1I1-himfelf, he was efteem’da 
great Diffembler} accuftomed to carefs,thofe with 
more than ordinary Endearments, whom he defign- 
ed fuddenly to ruin: Whence it grew to a Proverb 
in his Time at the Frezch Court, when they faw any 
Nobleman {mil'd on, to fay, His Bufine/s is done. It 
cannot be denied that this Prince had a great Spirit, 
and fome Wifdom ; yet he was obferv’d to take 
Delight in many petty Actions unbecoming Royal 
Majefty. He would fpend much of hisTime in Paint- 
ing, and fend for the moft famous Mafters in that Art 
to view his Works. An equal Inclination he fhewed, 
to Mufick: And fometimes he was ambitious to be, 
thought a good Cook. Once he made a great Pafty 

with his own Hands, filling it with Zezi/or only fit 
for the Mouths of Infidels, viz. The Flefh of Dogs, 
Wolves, and Foxes, with other abominable 4zimals, 
of which it is not lawfulfor a True Believer to tafte. 
This he caufed to be ferved up to a Table at a Feaft 
which he made to fome of his Courtiers, who to ho- 
nour the King’s Handy-work, eat greedily of the 
horrid Difh, and highly praifed' his Skill; whilft he 
diverted himfelf with laughing at them. He had 
many. other fuch Freaks as thefe, which renderd 
him contemptible and ridiculous to the Grandees of . . 
_ his Kingdom. Ina Word, he was more reverenced 
Abroad than at Home.. And this was owing. ta 
the Conduét of Cardinal Richlieu, who was juftly 
_ efteem’d the very Genius of France. 

Iluftrious Minifter, all that 1 have faid of this 
‘Monarch {peaks'him but a Man: And no body is 
wife at all Times. But the’ Follies of Princes are 
more confpicuous, than thofe of meaner Perfons. 


Paris, a stb of abe 12th Moon, 
|. of the Year 1660. | 1 ; 
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dirne è ET T E 2 XV., مر‎ 
n 7: o Mahummed in the Defart. 


"AY the Angel of Peace pitch his Pavilion: 

at the Entrance of that bleffed Cave, where 

thou refideft. . May thy Soul feel calm and undi- 

fturbed Joys, and forvever repofe in Divine 'Tran- 

quillity او‎ whilft the reft of the World are molett- 

ed with perpetual Cares and F ears, Broils and En- 

mities; Paflions within; and Furies without: In a: 

word, whilft they are always in danger of one 

sib ther, of themfelves, and of the Elements which 
compound their Nature. 

O Man, highly belov’d of God, Favourite of 
the Angels, Care of Heaven, and the fingular 
Darling of Providence. The Palm of an Almighty 
Hand is extended: under thee when thou fitteit 
down ‘or walkeft, always ready to {natch thee up 
from the Calamities’ which threaten this: lower’ 
World, and lift thee to Paradife, where the Af- 
fembly of the Juft wait for thy Prefence. 

There has been an Earthquake lately in thefe 
Parts, which has put-all France into:a great Con-. 
fternation, altonifhed every body, and increafed the 
Thoughtfulnefs of the Wife... The firft Effects 
of it were felt by the Inhabitants of the Pyrences,. 
which are certain Mountains dividing Franceand 
Spain. ‘There it did great Mifchief;: overwhelming 
fome Medicinal Baths; many Houfes, and deftroying 
~ hundreds of People. Only one Mofque or Church, 
which funk into the Caverns below, was devotes’ 
up again, and’ ftands «very ‘firm, but in another: 
Place. This is look’d upon gs a great Miracle, ef- 
pecially by the French SirkinAboe ought T know, may 
re ay apes their own Intereft; in 

regard 
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regard this Church has been difputed icons them 
and’ te Spaniards, each Nation claiming Right, to 

«it, as Handing before exactly on the Frontier Line. 
But now their Quarrel is unconteltably decided, for 
’tis removed by. this Convulfion of the Glabe,; near 
half a League from its former Situation, which is | 
fo far within the acknowlede’d Limits of Frauce. 
This the French Priefts, magnify as. an; apparent 
Proof of the Juftice of their Pretenfions, and the 
People feem very willing to believe it. . 

As for me, I have another Opinion of, Barth- 
quakes, and am perfuaded, that. they are as natural 
as the Winds, which. noMan knows how: to draw 

into any Party. or. Fa@ion, unlefs. we believe the 
Stories.of the Lapland Witches. Um perfuaded that 
this Globe*is much more ancient than ‘the Genera- 
lity of Mankind imagine it to be;,that-it has un- 
dergone various Changes: by the Predominance. of 
Fiveand Water: And,that it is now haftening to- 

«wardsì another Revolution. . I believe. the central 
Fire, has eaten its Way almoit to the Suiface, and 
kindled all.the Mines ‘of Sulphur, and other, infla- 
mable Matter, which it meets with in its Circular 
Afcent. Thefe, corroding and daily confuming their 
own Vaults, approaching alfo fometimes: too. near 
the vaft Receptacles of fubterranean Watets which 
lie nearer the Surface, overheat thofe Lakes j which 
being thus rarified into Vapours, and pent up ia 
the Hollow of the Globe, fttiverto break forth with 
immenfe Violence, which caufes that Heaving and 
Rocking of the Superficies that fo terrifies Mortals. 
But then the Caufe is very deep and far from us. 
For where the Surface is fhallow, in fuch Paflions 
of the Globe, the Earth commonly breaks and tum- 
bles in,with whatfoever is upon it. Nay,whole Cities 
fometimes have beey thus {wallowed up. And the 
Danger is eafily foenown by afhort Snatching and 
Dar idation of the Ground, Houfes, Trees, Men, 

D'3 and 
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and every Thing within its Reach ; for they the 
Convulfion is generally fatal. But where ;X& Mo- 
tion is heavy, grave and regular, “tis a Sign that 
both the Source and the Danger of it are far off. 
And this is fo much the more evident, by how 
much farther the Earthquake is felt above Ground. 
For the nearer any fuch Paffion happens to the 
Centre, it muft be granted, that its Force is ex- 
tended the wider on the Circumference. This de- 
pends on a Mathematical Demonftration, and there 
needs no more be faid to thee who art confum- 
mate in the Sciences. 

What I efteem a due Reflection on this is, That 
tho’ there be’np Peril in thefe remote Earthquakes, 
yet we know not how foon they will come nearer 
to us 3 neither can we be affured, whére or when 
they happen, or how far they will reach. It fol- 
lows therefore by a natural Confequence, That 
fince thefe Things are unavoidable, and all the Wit 
of Man cannot invent a Means to efcape finking 
into the Bowels of the Earth where it breaks in, 
we ought to be carelefs and indifferent what Death 
we die, and only be folicitous to live like Men, 
that is, according to Reafon. For whether our 
Souls furvive or no, *twill be comfortable to ex- 
pire in Peace, and full of our own Innocence. è» 


Paris, 5th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1660. 


The End of the Firft Book, - * 
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PRIORI: 


L E;T TERI: 
To the venerable Mufti. 


Sa 7 ERE is now like to be a great 
pe 0 2 eC Change at this Court. Cardinal 


Mazarini is dead. He died at 
the Ca/fle of the Wood of Vin- 
ciennes, on the gthof this Moon, 
{| having been fick a long Time. 

at) ‘There happen’d a great Fire at 

=~ the Louvre (fo they call the 
King's Palace in this City) about five Weeks ago, 
which obliged the Cardinal, who lodged there at 
that Time, to remove to his own Houfe. From 
D4 whence 
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‘Hat for the fake of the Air, he was adviled by . 


his Phyficians to go to the aforefaid Ca/f/e. ta all 
in vain: For Death, which finds Accefs ito the 
ftrongeft Fortreffes, purfued him: thither, and led 
him in Triumph to the Region of Silence and 
Forgetfulnefs, who made fo great a Noife and Buftle) 
in.this our World. 

‘ggIt is reported’ that alicertain ARtrologer foretold 
him he'fhould die in this Moz. But the Cardinal 
gave no Credit to him: Tho’ one would think he 
had fome Reafon to believe him i in this, for the 
| fake of a former Predi&ion of his, concerning the 
Duke of Beaufort. I have mentioned this Prince, 
and the Enmity that ‘was between Mazarini and 
him, which océafioned the Duke’s Imprifonmentin 
the Caftle of the Wood of غ7‎ During his 
Refiraint, the-forementioned Aftrologer gave it out 
in Paris, That the’ Duke fhould efcape out of Pri- 
fon precifely on fuch a Day. The Cardinal being 


informed of this, waited. till the Day came, de-, 


figning to punifh the 4/ro/oger as a Cheat, or at leaft 
to expofe him for an ignorant Perfon.-- To which 
end he fent for him, and upbraiding him with Pre- 


famption and Folly, in that the Day was now come, — 


and yet the Duke of Beaufort was ftilLa Prifoner, 


without any ‘Hopes, or fcarce a Poflibility of efca- - 


ping, order’d him to be fent to the Ba/fi/e. But 
the 4frologer..addrefiing himfelf*with ‘much Sub= 
maiffion and. Earneftnefs, {poke to this Efeét : May 
. it pleafe your Eminence only to refpite my Sentence 


till to-morrow, and then bang me if you do not find 


that I bave/poke Truth. The Day which I foretold is 
come indecdsbut'it is not paft. 4 Courier will ‘Joon con- 
vince you that I have not fiudied this Science in vain. 
"The Cardinal: moved with thefe Words; ‘only con- 
fin’@ the A/frologer in'a Chamber of his own Palace. 
And.the next Day he received, an Exprefs, which 
gave him an Account of the Duke’s Efcape, and the 

i Manner 
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Manner of it, viz. That on the Day before, he 
had let himfelfdown by a Ladder of Ropes into: 
; the ‘Cafile Ditch, and was no more to be feen or 
heard F Thus the A/frologer efcap’d the Cardi- 
nal’s Revenge, and got much Fame at the Court, 
| which was increasd by the Cardinal's Death, 
falling out exactly according to his Prediction. 
This Minifter was a very fubtle Man; and Care 
dina! Richliew us’d to fay of him, That if he were 
minded to put a Trick on the pe he would only 
. fet Mazarini to work. Therefore he made him his 
> Confident, inftruéted him in-all Secrets of the French 
Court, the Art of Government, and on his Death- 
bed recommended him to the King, as the fitteft 
Man to fucceed him in the Management of the 
Publick. He was after the Death of Lewis XIII. 
at firft oppofed by feveral Grandees ; but the Qucen’s 
Authority, and that of the Prince.of Conde, fup-. 
ported him : Whence arofe a common Proverb in’ 
| thofe Days, The Queen permits All, the Cardinal 
commands All, and the Prince puts all in Execution e 
For this lat had then the Office of General. 
This Minifter was not efteem’d fo covetous as 
| his Predeceflor; yet he heap’d up vaft Treafures 5 
Part of which he beftow’d in magnificent Buildings. 
١ «and Furniture, the reft he fent into J?a/y to his 
Father ;,who,; aftonifh’d at the prodigious Quan-. 
tities. of Gold he receiv’d; us’d to fay, Sure it 
rains Money in France. | However he made him-* 
felf odious to the Subje&s of this Nation by hiscon- 
tinual Oppreffions; and they are glad he is gone. 0 
"Tis a By-word at Rome, when any Pope dies, to 
| fay, Now the Dog is dead, all bis Malice is buried with 
Bim. But I doubt it will not prove true in the 
* Court of France,at.this Jun@ure. For the King will 
either find a Minifter equal in Subtilty to the de-’ 
ceas'd Cardinal, who fhall fupply «his Place ; or pi 
will take the Adminiftration of Affairs into “his 
4 ur dal تينع‎ Î D 5 own é 
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awn Hands. Be it which way it will, we are like 1 
to fee the fame Maxims purfu’d, fo long as Car- 
dina! Richlieuw’s Memoirs are in Being, who-fir& 
taught this Crown to underfland its own Sténgth. 


| Paris, 14th of the 3a Moon, 
of the Year 1661. 


CENTRE 1 
To the Vizir Azem at the Porte. 


Have fent a Difpatch to the Mzfti, acquainting, 
him with¢he Death of Cardinal Mazarini,. 
Firft Minifter of State, and the greateft Favourite 
that ever liv’d. Now I will infor thee of fome 
Paffages which I omitted in my Letter to that ve- 
merable Prelate. It is neceffary for me thus to. 
diftribute my Intelligence, with a due Refpe& to 
~the different Quality of my Superiors. e 
Thou, I fuppofe, wilt require fome Account 065 
his Difpofition and Morals, with fuch a Chara&er 
as may render this great Genius familiar to thy 
Knowledge. 

He feem’d to place his chief Happinefs in ag- 
grandizing his Mafter, whom he ferv’d with a Zeal 
fo pure and difinterefted, a Loya/ty fo uncorruptible, 
and by fuch regu/ar Methods of Prudence and. Poli- 

cy; as ifin his Days, nothing were to be counted 
Virtue or Vice, but what either favour’d or op- 

. posd the King of Frances Intereft. He was of a 
| happy Conftitution for a Courtier, being by Nature. 
debonair, complaifant, affable, and of a fweet De- 
portment. Yet Experience and Art taught him 
to improve thefe Advantages, to the Height of 
Diffimulation. You fhould fee Courtefy and extra- 
| ordinary 
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| ordinary Goodnefs flowing into every Feature of 
his Face ; you fhould hear. Words breathing from 
his Mouth, like the foft Benediétions of an Angel. 
Yet at the fame time, his Heart gave the Lye to 
both. He meant nothing lefs,.than that a‘Man, 
fhould find him as good as his Word. He was ever 
ready to promife any Thing that was demanded of 
him: But in Performance flow, and full of Excu- 
fes ; frugal of his Prince’s Money, and liberal of 
his own: Magnificent in his Buildings, and the 
Furniture belonging to them و‎ aiming in all Things 
to exceed other Men, his Egza/, and in fome to: 
furpafs, even mighty Princes, his Superiors. Ina 
Word, he was accomplifh’d with all ‘Qualifications 
requifite in a fortunate Courtier and a good Statef- 


' Man. 


Yet after all, this fublime Genius yielded’ to 
Death: But’ not like common Mortals.. He died 
altogether like Aim/e/f, without fo much as chang- 
ing that fettled Gravity, and’ ferene Air of his 
‘Face, as had been remarkable during his Life. He 
made the King Heir of his Eftate, and bequeath’d. 
Abundance of Legacies. 

To fay all in. brief: If he was Great in his Li/2,, 
‘he was much more fo in his Death; mingling his. 
lat Breath with the Sighs and ‘Tears of the King, 
who lamented his Departure with the Mourning of 
‘a Son for a Father. i PA 


Paris, 2624 of the 3d Moony, 
of the Year 1661.. 


LETTER 
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a ام‎ RO III 
T o. Pefteli Hali, bis Brother, Matter of 
the Cuftoms, at Conftantinople. 


7 Ellerday « a . Dijpateb came to my Hand:from 


‘ a.very,remote Part of the Earth. Our Cou- - 


1 Tjouf fent it from Affracan,,a famous City for 
Trafick, formerly belonging to. the. Crim Tartars, 
but now in the. Pofleffion of the Mu/covites.. He has 
| been there a confiderable Time, finding Profit by 
— Merchandife:: ‘For. there is. avait Refort to that 
City, from China, Indoftan, Perfia, Mofcovy, and 
other Provineés of Europe and 4p a. "The Roads 
to it, are daily covered; with the Caravans of tra- 
ding People... And the. River Zo/g4. can. hardly 
{uftain the innumerable Multitude: of Veffels that 
tranfport; ‘Pullen ers with. their Goods backwards 
and forwards, between Afracan, and the Regions 
‘round about the Ca/pian »Sea, ‘into: which. 08 
mighty River. difcharges itfelf. by 5 
: Ifouff is ingenious, and, has. pitch’d upon dine 
advantagious. Way, of enriching . himfelf, .. which 
tempts, him to. take up. -his Abode. jin that City, 
‘and. there end. his 1 ‘ravels 5 ( (or, at leaft, .he,,wall 
repofe himfelf there, till Fortune prefents. him with 
a fairer Opportunity of increafing his, Wealth. 
In the mean time} I perceive by his Letter, that 
pe geis Money apace, lives very happily, ahd has 
٠ the Wit to keep himfelf free from the Yoke of Mar- 
| riage, which embarrafs’d him fo much formerly. 
He foon put that troublefome /77/ out of his Mind, 
after he had divore’d her; and-he never fail’d to 
gratify himfelf with new Amours, where-ever he 


came in his Travels. 4 , He writes very comically |. 
and, | I can’t ooo fmiling, when he tells me, He 3 


0 
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has had as many Comcubines as the Grand Signior. 
By which thou wilt perceive, that //oxf.is much 

> addiéted to Gallantry. He frankly confeffes, that 
he firft learned this Mode of loving at large in Per- 
fa, pecially at I/paban ; where he fays, tis a 
Mark of Honour for a Man to be good at in- 
triguing with the Ladies: And he is called a Zurk 
by ‘Way of Difgrace, who frequents not every Even- 
ing the Gardens and Houfes of Pleafure in the Sub- 
urbs. But he adds, that in Jvdia the Liberty 
of courting Women is much greater. And. that 

&the very Nature of that Climate, difpofes a Man 
to this foft Paffion. In a word, our amorous 
Kinfman retains the fame Humour “pill. 

Yet this does not hinder him from profecuting 
his neceffary Affairs with Diligetce and Alacrity. 
He difpatch’d a Bufinefs for me at Archange/ in 
Ruffia, and another at Me/to, very dexterouily. 
Which convinces me, that he is not lefs fedulous and 
careful in Things which concern himfelf. He fays, 
the Mufcoyites are the greateft Drumkards in the 
World. Their chief and moft beloved Liguor 1s, 

what the French call, The Water of Life. °Tis a 
Chymical Drink, extraéted from the Lees of Wine, 
or other ftrong Beverages: Such as thou know? is 
common among the Beaks Armenians and Franks, 
in the Levazt. When the Mu/covites are once got 
into va Houfe where this Near is fol d, and arc a 
little warm’d and elevated-with'it; ‘they will not 
depart till all their Money is gone: Nay, they. will 
pawn their very Garments from their Backs -in) a 

Frolick, rather than want their Dofe of this ine- 
»briating Stuff, and «go. out ftark naked in the 
coldeft “Weather, that. i 18, fall. aflsep, in the ope 
Streets, and yet are ne'er the worle for it when 

they awake, but go to. their ca Work, with. the 
“greater Ardour. - Be tis only the common Peo- 
«pie are ‘guilty of ‘this’ Extravagance. As for the 

SERE 
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Gentry and Nobility, they are more clofe and re- 
ferv’d in their drunken Debauches. 

The Mx/covites, according to the Chara&er he 
gives me of them, are a very rude and unpolifh’d 
People; furly to one another, and extreamly rug- 
ged to Strangers. They defpife all other Nations 
in the World, and fay, "tis impoflible for any Man 


to go to Heaven who has not a Mafcovite Soul in - 


him. They profefs the Chriffian Religion, and 
were formerly of the Greek Church ; but now they 
have feparated themfelves, an fet up a Patriarch 
of their own; to whom fo great a Veneration is, 
paid, that the Emperor himfelf holds. his Stirrop 
when he mounts on Horfeback. 

Brother, I defire thee to fpeak advantagioufly 
of Ifouf, to the dlluftrious Kerker Haffan, and to 
the other Bafa’s of the Bench. He will be a 
ferviceable Man to the Grand Signior, if encou- 

~ yag’d by fome Place of Honour and Profit. I wifh 
I could fay the fame of our Coufin Solyman. But 
he is too wife in his own Conceit. 

Dear Peffeli, excufe my Abruptnefs; for my 
Hours are divided between the Service I owe to 
the Su/tan, and the Affection I bear my Friends.. 


Paris, 7th of the 5tb Moon, 
of 2 Year 1667. 


HET o i, 
To Orchan Cabet, Student in the Sciences 
and Penfioner to the Sultan. 


Have heard of thy Fame, x the Manner of thy 
| Conzverfion to the Law brought down from Hea- 
ven: How that from.a Chrifian. Priéf, thou art be- 
come a Ra Abdalla, that.i Ig a. Believer and. 

Servant 


2 
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Servant of the True God. May thy Reward, both 
here and hereafter, be according to thy Integrity 
in this Change of Faith and Religion: For Hypo- 
crites are neither acceptable to God nor Man; 
yet moft Men are profelyted for Intereft, Fear, or 
other human Regards. And in the Senfe of the 
Chriffiaus thou know’ft a Renegado and a Villain 
are reciprocal T'erms. ; 
The infupportable Miferies of Servitude, tempt 
many to embrace Circumcifion, which at once fets 
’em free, and often puts them in a Condition to 
mend their Fortunes, and live more happily than 
they did, eyen before they were Captives: Whilft 
_ Ambition and. Avarice, are prevailing Motives with 
others in more profperous Circumftances to be of 
the Grand Signior’s Religion, that fo they may 
rife in his Favour, and obtain fome confiderable 
Preferment at the Court, or Office in the Army ;, - 
like the ancient Me/chites among the Chriftians, 
who were fo call’d, becaufe they always profefs’d 
‘ the Faith of the Grecian Emperors, without exa- 
. mining whether it was Orthodox or no. -A fort of 
religious Parafites,who would be any Thing to ferve. 
their own Intereft, and adore the Devi/ himfelf, 
provided their Sovereign fhew’d “em an Example. 
Yet after all, there are fome who change their 
Religion in pure Sincerity, only compell’d thereto 
by the Dint of exalted Reafon, and Motives of 
Virtue. Such as thefe are thinking Men, Per- 
fons of bold Spirits, who. dare call in Queftion 
the Tradition of their Fathers, examine the Prin- 
ciples in which they were educated, difpute every 
Thing, and bring all to the Standard of natural 
Truth. i | 
I rejoice to hear that thou art one of-this. Cha- 
racter, and not.in the Number of Counterfeits or 
Rigots: For fuch bring no Credit to the Religion 
‘they embrace, but rather a Scandal. Yet the Arms of 
| the 
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the munificent Porte are open to receive all who A 


| profefs that Gon is one, and that Mahomet is his 
Apoftle ; leaving the Scrutiny of their Intention, 
to him who fearches the Heart. 

Thy Learning gives thee fair Opportunities of 
doing Good. Put it to a right Ufe. Convince 
the Infidels, whom thou haft forfaken, of their 
Errors ; confirm the true Believers in. the Faith, 
without Blemifh. 

Do this by Difcourfe, by Writing, and by thine. 
own exemplary Life, which lat will prevail above 
Ten thoufand eloquent Sermons. - 

In a word, fhew thyfelf a true and faithful Fol- 
lower of the Prophet on Earth, and God will tran- 
fate thee to his Company in Paradife; where 
Mofes will introduce thee, ‘76/45 will entertain 
thee with Joy, and all the 124000 Prophets will 
« welcome thee to the Pleafures which know no End. 


‘ Paris, ١ 21/7 of the sth Moot, : 
of the Year 1661. 


Ei BoT PIR? ¥, 
To ihe Mufti, 27 


E are api to state fone’ firange’ Paffages 
which we find recorded in’ ancient Hiftory, 
and whofe Truth is out of the Reach of an y Mortal 
to prove: Yet we flight the Miracles-which are be- 
fore our Eyes, evident Matters of Faét, which no 
Body can contradict. Whence this fhould proceed, 
I-know not;  unlefs it be from è natural “Kind ‘of 
Drowlinef3'in’ the Soul, common''to the ‘greateft’ | 
Part of Men; like the’ Sleep of thofe, who, cannot’ 
fo foon be‘awaken’d by the loudeft’Noifes’they are’ 
accultom’d 
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4cecuftom’d to, as by the foft and ftill نامك‎ of a 
Strange Dream So we regard not the Things 

‘| .to which we are daily. habituated, tho’ in them- 
felves never fo prodigious; whilit-we flartle and 

are amazed at the moît ordinary Relations of Ax- 
tiguity, only becaufe they are novel to us, and we 
-were not Eye-witnefies of the Things themfelves. 
1 formerly fent a Letter to Cara Hali, the Sy/- 
tans Phyficiaz, wherein I mentioned feveral Pby- 

. fecians of Arabia; who mm pat Ages, were eminent 
for fome remarkable Cures. But, I tell thee, not © 
one-of them.could match the King of #rauce’s Suc- 
cefs in curing an Epidemical Diftemper, which they 
call the KITNG’s EVIL. The general Syiptoms 
of this Ma/ady, are certain Swelliags in the Face, 
Neck, or other Parts of the Body; fometimes ac- 
company’d with Blindnefs, Deafnefs, Lamenefs, 
and other Imperfections. 'Thofe who: are troubled 
with this Difeafe, flock to the King's Court at.cer- 
.tain Seafons of the Year, and being introduced in- 
to his Prefence, he only touches the Part affected 
‘with: his Hand, and an infallible Cure fo//ows. 

. They fay, this Gift has. been inherent in the. 
Kings of France for many Generations: And the 
«Priefts magnify it as a great Miracle. But, I tell 
‘thee, all the Prodigy; in my, Opinion, lies in. the 
Strength of the People’s Imagination, which thou 
-know’ft works half the Cure in many Diftempers. — 
The Priefts ftand ;by: the King, whilft he touches 
the Sick: They repeat their Go/pe/, and ufe certain 
Prayers and Exorcifms, being vefted all. in White 

_ like Magicians. Thefe Ceremonies are perform’d with 
Abundance of Gravity, which ftrikes an Awe into 
the credulous Patients. And-to render the Bufi- 
neis yet more myfterious; whereas other Phyficians 
take Money of the Sick, this Royal A/culapius 
beftows a Piece of Gold on every one whom he 
touches, which they are oblig’d to wear about their 


Necks | 


er 
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Necks as long as they live. Now, whether the — 
Charm lies in the Go/d, or the King’s Touch, er 
the Prayers and Ceremonies of the Priefts, or fi- 
nally in the Patient’s Famcy, it matters not much. 


This is certain, that thoufands who come to the © — 


. King’s Feet, very much diforder’d by this Evil, find 
a fenfible Alteration in their Bodies, before they 
depart from his Prefence ; and in a few Hours or 
‘Days at moft, are perfeétly recover’d. 

Perhaps, the Kings of France have fome Magical 
or Phyfical Tin&ure in their Blood. Or, it may 
be, they have found out the Philofopher’s Stone, 
fo much talk’d of; and deliver'd it down to their 
Pofterity, as a Part of the Royal Inheritance 3 
which ‘enables*the prefent King to do fo many 
prodigious Things both at home and abroad, in 
«Peace and in War, befides his Part in curing this 
Sicknefs. Iam no Roficracian, nor very fond or 
credulous of Miracles; yet I often wonder at the 
“Treafures of this Monarch, which appear inex- 
hauftible. But the Ways of Kings are fecret, and 
he of France is fingular in his myfterious Methods 
of growing Rich and Great. Neither do all his 
magnificent Expences feem to diminifh his Wealth. 
The King of Sweden has been his Penfioner ever 
fince he began to reign: And Millions of Freach 
Gold, are difperfed among the German Princes. © 

Thefe Things caufe his Subjects to defcant vari- 
oufly. But I refer them to thy oraculous Judg- 
ment, whofe fingle Yefta is of Ten thoufand 
Times more worth, than the Decrees of a French 
Parliament. 


Paris, 34 of the oth Moon, 
of the Year 1661. ; 
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LETTER 
To Mirmadolin; Santone of the Vale of 
Sidon. 


OW I will vent holy-Things, and what the 
Divinity fhall infpire. ‘The World was in 
Weeds when Ho/ain the Prophet was flain, and the © 
Moon put on her Mourning. Drefs. The Timbrels 
of Perfia, Arabia and Babylon, were heard in the 
Dead of the Night: Their Sound reach’d to the 
Third Heaven: The Shepherds ran to the Heights 
of the Earth, to difcover the Occafion of fo much 
Noife. The Centine/s of Forts and Caffles gave the 
Alarm, and the Mex of War took hold of the Sword, 
the Bow, and the Spear. The 7ygris overflow’d its 
Banks, and Diarbekir became a Lake. A dark 
Body of Clouds o’er-caft the Sky, and pour’d forth 
Thunder, Lightning and Hail. Fire ran all along 
on the Sands of the Defart, and the Air'was all in 
a Flame. Horror poffefs’d the Minds of Mortals, 
and the Angels themfelves were uneafy.. The Beafts 
of the Field ran into Dens and Caves, and the Dra- 
gons were touch’d with Remorfe: Only the more 
venomous Kif/bafci {well’d with Pride: The Poi- 
fon of Murther and Herefy had puff’d up their Souls: 
They and their Pofterity are accurs’d to. this Day, 
and to the Hour of the irrevocable Sentence. 

O Santone, great isthy Faith, in that thou hat 
abandoned the Shadow of this World, and feparated 
thyfelf from the Contagion of Mortals. I revere 
the Majefty of thy {Sublime Soul, the “Intellect 
tanging at Liberty. Thou daily gathereft Flowers 
from the Garden of Eden, and being in the Body, 
enjoyelt the Sweets of Paradife. Kings would lay 
down their Crowns to tafte of thy Pleafures, se 

they 
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_they but know them; and exchange all the Glory 
of Empires, for one Moment’ of thy unfpeakable 
Blifs. Thou Companion and Care of Angels, Dar- 
ling of the Monarch Omnipotent ! 

Where-ever thou lieft down, whether by Day or 
by Night, the Watchers above ftand ready with 
Umbrella’s to fkreen thee from the fcorching Beams 
of the Sun, the chilling Darts of the Moon and 
Stars, and from all ua Weather. The Ele- 


ments go out of thei rfes' to ferve thee, and 
all Nature efpoufes thy Interett. 

‘The Merchant hires a thoufand Camelsyand loads 
them with the choiceft Riches of the Levant. He 
endures all the Fatigues of a long and dangerous 
Travel, thro’ Syria, Arabia, and Perfia ; runs the 
rifque of Robbers, Difeafes, and ten thoufand Me- 
thods of Death: And after all his Hazards and 
Pains, is not half fo happy, nor fo rich: as thou, 
who aboundeft in every ‘Thing, becaufe thou defi- 
ذاعم‎ nothing which’ thou hat not, or that is’ unne- 
ceffary. ‘The Ploughmen labour for thee in the 
Field, and fo-do the Artificers in the City. The 
Noble and the Vulgar are thy Purveyors, and the . 
greatelt Sovereigns pay Tribute to thee. - Every 
Houfe is thy Home, and they count themfelves 
happy, under whofe Roof thou vouchfafeft to fleep. 
They are really fo; for Benedi&ion accompanies 
the perfeét Man in all his Ways, and the Favours 
of Heaven’ overtaké -them that fhew Kindnels to 
him. © ‘Thou art Lord of other Mens Eftates, and 
every Man’s Field is thy Inheritance. Thou en- 
joyeft the Riches of this World, without being 
tainted with the Vices ‘that attend ’em, and re- 
ceiveft immortal Affurances and Seals of the future ' 
Glory, in the Life which is to come. O happy Eftate 
of the Righteous! O Life to be truly envied ! 

As for me, I’m like a Gal/ey-Slave, chain’d down 
. to the Oar, and fore’d to row inceflantly whither 


the 
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١ the Mafter of the Veffel commands. So I am ob- 

. lig’d to obey the Di&ates of my Superiors, whether 
there be Sin in the Cafe or no.’ 15 am faften’d in 
the Cares of this vain World, and the more parti- | 
cular Anxieties of State. From all'which thow art © 
happily free. 

Oh that it were lawfu 
fretting Yoke, and dif 
Snares of human Policy! that I might live like the 
Men of the firit Ages; wh 


who honour’d the Earth as 
their common Mother, ‘and mae no envious In- 


clofures ! they ‘fported innocently on her fragrant 
Bofom, ‘and never molefted their kind Parent, by 
Cruelty to any of her Off-fpring. They fuck’d 
the Milk of her Breaft: Her Veinà ftream’d with 
Wine and Honey. .'They banqueted: on Variety 
of excellent Fruits; and no body thought of kil- 
ling and. eating his Fellow- Animal. The Birds 
could then range the Airwithout Fear of the Fow= 
ler; neither did any yawling Huntfman roufe the 
timorous Hare from her Seat. The Roes and the 
Hinds could ‘fcamper: at Pleafure o’er the Plain, 
without being hatter’d to the: Mountains and: Rocks 
for Sanctuary ; neither did any fly Angler trepan 
the Fifh of the Rivers. As for the Sea, ’twas 
then unknown; no Man, as yet, had ventur’d on. 
that perfidious ELEMEN'T, or found out the 
Ufe of Ships. There was. in thofe Days no Foe. 
reign: Commerce or T'taffick, or any Need of it... 
Every Region: fupply’d its» Inhabitants with ‘what: 
was ufeful and neceflary : And thofe temperate; 
Mortals defir’d no: more. ‘They liv’d without’ ir- 
regular: Appetites, free from Ambition, Fraud, and: 

1 Blood. 

_ ‘©Thisis the Life fo much'defir’d by: wiejand which 
thou attually-enjoyeft. God augment thy Felici- 
ties. and Raptures, that thou! mayeft® pafs from’ one: 

Vifion and nena to Tait till. Gabriel {natch 


5 thy 


| for me to fhake off the 


- 
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thy Soul away in a Divine Tranfport, beyond the 
- Poflibility of a Relapfe. 
Holy Santone, whilft thou art on Earth, pray 


for me; and when thou art among the Immortals, 
‘ do me fome Favours which may laft for ever. 


. Paris, 26¢h of the 8th J 
of the Year 1664.2 75 


IL ELDER Vl 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


Y Bufinefs in this Place. obliges me to keep 
Company with all forts of People. Hence 
I indifferently affociate myfelf with Statefmen, 
Soldiers, Courtiers, Priefts, Fidlers, Mechanicks, 
Seamen, or Perfons of any Profeffion, from whom 
I can hope for any Improvement: For, there is 
hardly fo defpicable a F ellow in the World, who 
may not teach an inquifitive Mind fomething, to 
which it was a Stranger before. 

Sometimes I converfe with Painters, whom I 
generally find to be Men of Wit and Senfe, but . 
very lewd, and diffolute: However, they ferve to: 
‘ divert my Melancholy, to which thou know"? I 
am much inclin’d.. For they are the merrieft 
Sparks in the World, abounding with fmart Re- 
partees, Jefts and comical Staries, befides a hun- 
dred mimical Tricks of good Buffoonry to make 
one laugh; that it is almoft impoflible to be fad 
in their Company. | 

They are moft of them bred in the Academy, or 
| in Colleges and Schools where the Sciences are pro- 
fefs’d : It being in a. manner neceflary, that Men 
‘of this Trade fhould have a Smack of all Sorts of 

Learning, 


Vol. VI. @ Spy at Paris. 71 
Learning, andefpecially, that they fhould be indif- 
ferent good Hifforians; they being many times de- 
fiir'd to reprefent Pieces of antique and modern Hi- 
ftory, without a Pattern. ‘They havea very facetious 
Way alfo of telling a Story to the Life, as well as 


_ of drawing it fo in Piture. They would diffolve 


- 


the moft ftiff and morofe Hadgi into Langhter and 
Jollity, to hear how gracefully they will ridicule 
the moft ferious Matters, and turn every Thing © 
into Bur/e/que: For they are admirable Satirifsby 
Nature... ١ . 

Yet thefeare not all alike, but differ in their Tem- 
pers like other Men. Some of them are proud and 
ftately, others fawning and abjeét: And all of them 
great Humourifis. ؛‎ » 

It was an odd Whim of Martin Heemfkirk, a fa- 
mous Painter, that wasbornat a Village of the fame 
Name. He died in the Year of the Chriffians He- 
gira, 1574. ‘This Man had amafs’d together in his 
Life-time a vaft Quantity of Money ; and having 
no Wife or Children, nor other Relations of his 
own to leave it to, he was refolved to do fomething, 
for which he might be talk’d of after his Death. I 
have heard of many dying Men, that have had one 
Caprice or other in making their Laft Wz//and Te- 
ftament: But thou wilt fay this of Martin’s was 
fingular. For, on his Death-Bed he bequeath’d all 
his Wealth to be diftributed into equal Dozories or 
Portions, wherewith to marry a certain Number of 
Maids of Heemfeirk, his Birth-place, yearly, on 
this Condition, that the New-married Couple, 
with all the Wedding-Gueits, fhould dance on his 
Grave. 

It is neceffary for thee to know, that fince his 
Death there has beena great Alteration of Re/igion 
in thofe Parts The Inhabitants,which in his time 
were Roman Catbolicks; are now all. Proteffants. 
And at the Timeof thisChangeor Reformation, as 

4 : they 
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they call it, it was the general Prattice of the Prove 
Starts, todemolith all Zriagesand Croffes where-ever' 
they found ’em. Now, it was the Cuftom of the! 
Rowan Catholicks to fet upa Crofs at the End of every! 
Sepulchre of the Dead. Yet, fo great a Veneration 
have the Heem/kirkers for the Memory of this Pain 
ter, that whereas there‘is not a Cro/s to be feen’ 
ftanding in all the Country befides ; yet his, being 
of Brats, remains untouch’d, as the 5-5 Title their’ 
Daughters can thew to his Legaty.’ 
| * T'was a more cruel and inhuman Caprice ‘of af 
Ttalian Painter (I think his Namé was Giotto) who 
defigning to draw a, Crucifix to the Life, wheedled’ 
a poor Man to fuffer himfelf to be bound to a Crofs 
for an Hour, at the end of which he fhould be re 
Teas’d again, and receive a confiderable Gratuity for 
his Pains. But inftead of this, as foon as he had 
him faft on the Cro/s, he ftabb’d him dead,-and'then 
fell to drawing: He was efteem’d the greateft Ma- 


fier in all Italy at that Time. And having this Ad- - 


vantage, of a dead Man hanging'on'a Cro/s before’ 
him, there’s no Queftion, but he made a matchlefs 
piece of Work on’t. 

As foon as he had finifh’d his Piffure, he carried 
it to the Pope, who was aftonifh’d as at a Prodigy’ 
of Art, highly extolling the exquifitenefs of the Fea- 
tures and’ Limbs, the languifhing, pale Deadnefs 
_ of the Face, the unaffected Sinking of the Head: 
In ‘a word, he had’ drawn to the Life, not only: 
that’ Privation of Senfe, and Motion, ‘which we 
call Death’; but alfo the very ges of the leaf? vital 
Symptom. 

This is better underftood than eee. Every 
body knows that it is a Mafter-piece to reprefent a 
Paffion, or a Thought, well and naturally. ١ Mach 
greater is it to defcribe the'total Abfence' of ‘thefe’ 
interior Faculties, fo as to diftinguifh thé Fi ri of a 
dead Man from one that-is only: afleep. ~: 3 
Yet 
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Yet all this, and much more, could the Pope dis 
{cern in the admirable Draught which Giotto pre- 
fented him. And he liked it fo well, that he refolv’d 
to place it over the Altar of his own Chappel: For 
thou knoweft this is the Practice of the Nazarenes, 
to adore Pi€tures and Images. Giotto’told him, 
fince he liked the Copy fo well, he would fhew him 
the Original ifhe pleafed. 

What doftthou mean by the Original, faid the 
Pope? Wilt thou fhew me Fe/us Chrif on the Croft 
in his own Perfon? No, replied Giotto, but Ill 
fhew your Holinefsthe Original from whence I drew 
this, if you will abfolve me from all punifhment. 

The good old Father fufpecting fomething ex- 
traordinary by the Painter’s thus capitulating with 
him, promifed on his Word to pardon him. Which 
Giotto believing, immediately told him where it 
was: And attending him to the Place, as foon as 
they were enter’d, he drew a Curtain back, which 
hung defore the dead Man on the Crofs, and told 
the Pope what he had done. 

The Holy Father, extremely troubled at fo in- 
humane and barbarous an Action, repealed his Pro- 
mife, and told the Painter he fhould furely be put 
to an exemplary Death. 

Giotto feemingly refigned to the Sentence pro- 
nounced upon him, only begg’d leave to finifh the 
PiQure before he died ; which was granted him. 
In the mean while, a Guard was fet upon him ta 
prevent his Efcape. As foon as the Pope had caus’d 
the Picture to be delivered into his Hands, he takes 
a Brufh, and dipping it into a Sort of Stuff he had 
ready for that Purpofe, daubs the Picture all over 
with it, fo that nothing could now be feen of the 
Crucifix; but it was quite effac’d in all outward 
Appearance. ~ 

This made the Pope ftark mad: He ftamp’d, 
foam’d and rav'd like one in a Frenzy. He {wove 
١ k ths 
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the Painter fhould fuffer the moft cruel: Death that b 
. could be invented, unlefs he drew ‘another full as | 
good as the former; for if. but the leaft Grace was 
miffing; he would not pardon him. But if he coud 
‘produce an exact Parallel, he would. not.only give . 
him his Life, but an ample Reward in Money. . 
The Painter, as he had Reafon, defir’d this un- 
der the Pope's Signet, that he might, not be. in 
Danger of.a'fecond Repeal.: Which ‘was granted 
him. And then he; took;a wet Sponge, and. .wi- 
ped off all. the’ Varnith’ he, had. daub'd. on. the, Pict 
ture. ١ And the Crucifix: appeared, ihe) fame i in DE 
Refpe&s as it was before... 7 
عط لذي‎ Pope,’ who looked upon rege as a great) a 1 
eret, being ‘ignorant of the Arts which Painters 
ufe,  was.ravifhîd at the. ftrange..Metamerpholis. 
And to reward the Painter’s. treble Ingenuity, he 
abfolved him.froi all his Sims, and the Punifhments 
due مغ‎ them از‎ ordering, moreover his. Steward to | 
cover, the Picture (all-over with Gold, asia farther | 
Gratuity for the Painter:, |.And, they. fay,, this ~ 
Crucifix is-the,Original-by which the moft famous . 
Crucifixes in Egrope iare drawn. a4 
- J need make no other Reflection on this, shag 
that as the fuppofed Murder of Fefus the Son of | 
Mary, is the Source-ofvall, the Chriftians, Devotion; 


fo the real, Homicide which, this Painter commit- ١ 
ted, has: made «it. more intenfe and fervent, | by 00 


how much the Crucifixes drawn) after,this, Pattern, | 
excelall. that, were feen before themy inj the tra- 
gical Portraiture of ithe, martyr'd Meffias. 

And ‘for this.Reafoncit: is, that Painters are ino 
fo great Efteem among, the /ia/iars,. becaufe they. 
form the Gods which' عامط‎ Infidelsadore. It is no 
Wonder therefore, that;the Chief; Head. of. ther 
Church, fhould fo eafily abfolve Murderin-a Pain- | 
ter, as a yenial’ Sin, ‘efpecially when jit is done in _ 
a aa cage as the; Jefuits fay, that,is, to, pros 1 

mote. 


Vol. VI. -a Spy at PARIS. fon 


mote God’s Glory, as. the Pope eafily perfuaded n 


himfelf this was; fince Zdo/atry is the main En- 
gine which fupports the State and Grandeur of 
the Roman Court. And all the World knows, 
that Holy City is a Type of Heaven; or at leaft 
the crafty Priefts would fain reprefent it fo. 

My Friend, thou and I have feen enough of 
their Tricks and Holy Frauds in Sicily. Praife be 
to God, they had no Power to pervert us. Our 
Faith remains inviolate: We ftill poffefs the Inte- 
grity of Mufulmans, the native Attach we owe” 
to the Prophet, who was fent to exterminate Jdo/s. 
In a Word, we adore none but one God, Creator - 
of the Worlds. May that Incomprehenfible for 
ever keep us in the fame Faith ad ARTS till 
the Releafe of our Souls. 


Paris, 13% of the oth Moon, 
of the Year 1661. 


Boe Ly, Ree Vd, 


To Lubano Abufei Saad 47 Egyptian 
Knight. 


HIS Court is now atFontainbieau,and all feems 

to be diffolved in Joy for the Birth of a Dax- 

Frei The Queen was deliver’d of this young Prince 
on the firft Day of this Moon. 'There’s nothing but 
_ Feafting, Dancing and Reveling on this Account, 
with Bonfires and congratulatory Addrefles. Only the | 
Duke of Or/eans, the King’s Brother, has little Rea» ” 
fon to be over-merry, fince he was the next pre- 
fumptive Heir of the Crown, in cafe the King died 
without Iffue Male: For the Laws of France ex= 
clude a È emale from reigning. Yet, this Duke 
| E z diffembleg 
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 diffembles his inward Grief, for being thus put by 


his Hope, and appears as joyful as the Father him- 
felf.. He hugs and admires the Roya/ Babe, with- 
ing him Health and Long-life in a Compliment, 
whom he really could rather wifh out of the World ; 
or at leaft that he had never come into it. So 
violent are the Temptations to a Crown, fo ftrong 
the Defire of Empire, that the Nearnefs of Rela- 
tion, which endears the reft of Mortals one to ano- 
ther, eltranges the Hearts of Princes from thofe 
of their own Blood, if they ftand in the Way of 
their Ambition. And I can aflure thee, the French 
do not fpare to fay, the Duke of Or/eans has enough 
of this Vice to attempt great Things, were not his 
Genius over-aw'd by the matchlefs Fortune and Spi- 
rit of his Brother. 

Neither is the King himfelf infenfible of this; 
remembring with what Warmth the Duke received 
the flattering Addreffes of fome Courtiers, during 
his Brothes’s dangerous Sicknefs, when the Phyfi- 
cians had well-nigh given him over for a dead 
Min. 

I was acquainted with this Paffage but lately, by ' 
O/inin the Dwarf, who watches all the Motions of 
this Court. He tells me that the King being inform- 
ed a Rumour was whifpered among the Grandees 
of his Death, caufed them all to be fent for, and 
to pafs through his Chamber, whilft the Curtains 
of. his» Bed were drawn open, that they might fee 
their Sovereign alive, tho’ in a bad State of Health. 
He fays moreover, that the true Reafon why fe- 
veral Lords of late have been removed from their 
Offices about the King, is becaufe he refented ill 
the too early and paffionate Court they made to the 
Duke of Orleans, on the Report of his Brother’s 
Death. “Tis natural to all Men to love themfelves, 
and to defire the Difpofal of their own Affairs. No 
Man would be content to have his Eftate given 

away 
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away by his Servants at their own Difcretion. And 
Sovereign Monarchs are the mot jealous of all Men 
in fuch Cafes: Particularly, the King of France is 
known to be a Prince very fenfible of his Honour, 
and foon touch’d in that Point, by the leaft Appear- 
ance of Difrefpe& in his Subjeéts, and of Incroach- 
ment in his Neighbours. 

As for the Duke of Or/eans, he is a Prince of no 
great Chara¢ter, either as a Soldier, or a Satefman: 
Neither has he been much talked of in the World, 
till the Beginning of this Year, when he married an 
Englifb Princefs, by Name Henrietta, Daughter to 
the late murder'd King of that Nation. ‘ 

We have had another Match here alfo, between 
the late Duke of Ordeans’s Daughter and the Prince 
of Tufcany. 'Thefe Things occafion various Dif- 
_courfe among thofe who pretend to weigh exaétly 
the different Interefts of Chriffian Courts, efpecially 
of fach as are concerned in the New Alliances. For, 
the greatelt Monarchs here in the 722/2 marry only 
for Profit and Advantage, to fortify themfelves by 
a clofer Union with the Houfe to which they are 
allied. Whereas our Ea/fern Princes only indulge 
their Paffions in the Choice of their Wives ; admit- 
ting none to their Embraces, but the moft exqui- 
fite Beauties that can be found. And where they 
once pitch their Fancy, they neither regard Riches, 
Honour, or any other Recommendation, fave what 
their Love fuggefts; being themfelves inexhaufti- 
ble Fountains of Wealth, Nobility and good For- 
tune to all who have the Happinefs to be in their. 
Favour. 

They {corn to fell themfelves, and proftitute the 
" Glory of their Diadems to a Foreign Prince, for the 
Sake of a little Gold, and much more Trouble with 
a proud Female, whom perhaps they never faw. 
¥et this is the common Prattice among the Princes 
of the Nazarene Belief; who confider not, that in- 
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ftead of a Wife, a Partner of their Empire, and a 
Friend, they often entertain a Snake, a Traytor, 
an Enemy: Efpecially if fhe be a Woman of Wit 
and Intriegue, as moft of them are. This made 
the now Queen-Mother, the Relict of Lewis XIII. 


fufpected by her Hufband; and the prefent Queen’ 


of France is under the like Circumftances: And it 
will always be fo, where Princes match themfelves 
after this Manner, and cannot debar their Wives 
from holding a fecret Correfpondence with the 
Family from which they defcend. 

| Affuredly, the Ottoman Politicks are the moft re- 
fined and fecure of any in the World; our Religion 
amoft holy, and our Morals moît found. Which 


. three are evident Signs, that God has raifed up this. 
_ »facred Empire to fubdue all the Nations on Earth, 


and bring ’em to the Faith of his Divine Unity, 


Paris, 925 of the 1115 Mooa, 
of the Year 1661. 


; LETTER.IX, 


To Cara Haly, Phyfician #0 the Grand 
Signior. 


AM now in my Chamber by a glowing' Fire, . 


wanting nothing that can comfort a reafonable 


Man: Whilf I hear the Winds whiftling, the 
Snow driving upon my Windows, and the hollow | 


Voices of the Watch proclaiming a Night little lefs 
cold than that lafting one they feel in the Arétick 
Circle once a Year. Yet I wifh myfelf in a Plain, 
of on the Top of fome high Mountain, where I 
might feel Nature in the moft rigid of all her Hu- 

mours 
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mours. I love Variety, and ’tis'a Pain to be con- 
fined to Pleafure itfelf, when ’tis all of one Kind, 
-or what Tam ufed to. 

°Tis to thee, my dear Ha/y, I owe this Thought, 
when you told me once, as we were walking to- 
‘gether in the Cemetery of Sultan Sclyman’s Mofque, 
That Man is made for all Things. ~ 
٠ 1 remember the Elegance and Force of Reafon 
with which you explain’d your Sentiment, upon 4 
‘Lofs which I had then fuftained by SAipzoreck è 
comforting me with this Reflection, That all the 
Gains on Earth are only Burdens: All the Riches, 
Honours, Pleafures, and whatfoever is defired by 
Mortals, are but fo many Clogs to tie us fafter to 
this little narrow Globe, which we are born to 
trample on as our Footftool. 

All this is true: But I confider farther, that the 
Occurrences of this Life ought’ to be received with 
Indifference, and we fhould"® be as chearful in a 
Prifon as in a Palace’; becaufe nothing can happen 
to us, which was not decreed by Fate. ‘0 Methinks 
T conld'go-as freely to Torments in a juft’Caufe, as 
to a fumptuous Banquet. I could fil le at the Ma- 
lice of my Perfecutors, and triumph over the v. i; 
Executioners, when I feethem fweat at their inh.- 
‘man Toil, and yet can, never have their Wi ‘da of à 
Soul caft into” fach 2: Mould 28 thine, whatever they 
may do with my: Body: ‘Tito’ they exetuciate me 
with a thoufand! Invehtions of Cruelty, the’ ithe} 
‘reduce me to Afhes; yet they"cannot rob me ‘bf my 
Reafon. Neither Fire, nor Sword; ‘nor "Rack, nor 
‘any other AFTER of barbarous Rage, ‘can hurt 
my “Thoughts. -] thal ftill have the Power of Me 
ditating, in fpite 9 ار‎ all And'Fefteem that the 
fpecifick' Happi nels o Pa fatidnal Creature! There's 
nòofech Ring as Plea fureS ar Pain, but what ‘ovr 
Opinion makes fo. I have وول‎ ‘to Handle Fire; 
Pre, gral (ped hot burning Coals in'the Palm of mv 
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Fand with which I now write. The devouring ~ 


E!ement foon faften’d on my Skin, and eat its Way 
though into my Flefh, whilit I was bufy in con- 
templating its Nature and Effects, without being 
concern’d in any Senfe of Pain. I kept a tight Rein, 
and curb’d my Soul. I held it within Compafs, and 
would not fuffer it to winch, or lafh, or flounce 
out of it fel, or defcend into my Body, to refcue 
the Part affeéted, or be concern’d at its Grievance. 
But when I refleéted on the Inconveniences that 
might follow, and that it would hinder me from 
ferving the Grand Signior and my Friends, I threw 
the Coals away, well fatisfy’d that I had made the 
Experiment without prejudicing my Reafon, or fall 
ing into any Paffion unbecoming a Man. 

I take as much Pleafure in Fafting, as in Eating 


or Drinking; in Labour as in Reft; in Watching 


as in Sleep. There’s no Excefs or Contrariety in 
Nature, which does not afford me as much Delight 
as Mediocrity, or the Golden Mean itfelf. I find a 
Guft'in every Thing that happens to me. And 
this I take to be the proper Part of a Mu/fulman, or 

of one refign' *d to God. 

Yet this hinders me not from buftling in the 
World, and profecuting my Bufinefs with Alacrity 
and fome Eagernefs. We are born for Action, and 

not only for Thought. ’Tis a mix’d Life we are 
to lead on Earth. But when I fail of my End or 
defir’d Succefs în any Undertaking, I am not troub- 
led, confidering I was born to encounter Evil as 
well as Good in this mortal State. 

In all that I have faid, I do not rer to the 
eelebrated Apathy of the Stoicks. I feel Pleafure and 
Pain from the fame Objects which thus affect other 
Men : but I feel ’em-with Indifference, not fuffer- 
ing my Underftanding and Judgment to participate 
with my Paflion and Senfe. 


I have 
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I have perceiv'd my felf fometimes in Agonies,. 


which I thought exactly anfwered the Character’ 
of thofe which dying Perfons feel. And I believe 
they were in a Degree the very fame: Yet I found. 
no panick Fears upon me,. no Dread.of that amazing; 
Change: But rather certain blooming Hopes, young; 
tender, fprioging Joys, arifing, from the Thoughts: 
of a new Life,.the unavoidable Effe& of that which: 
we call Death, wherein:I promifed.my felf the Plea-- 
fure of frefh Enjoyments and Diverfions, to-which: 
1 was wholly then a Stranger. 

If thou thinkeit this too: extravagant, and that: 
Death is not a proper Qbje& of our Wifhes, yet: 
thou wilt at leaft acknowledge, that it may furnifh: 
us with. fufficient Arguments of Content and Ac- 
quiefcence, fince no Man can avoid it, and. it is: 
fure to entertain us with Novelties which we never: 


were acquainted with before, which recommends:. 
it under a very defirable Figure, becaufe. human: - 


Nature perpetually covets new. Things. 


I have feen Perfons condemned-to Death here ina ~ 


Paris, who have been offered Life on certain Con-- 
ditions not agreeing with-their Humour ; yet have: 
refufed it,. and rather chofe Death which they knew: 
would free ’em at once from all their prefent Trou-- 
bles. And thou know’ft with what Refignation our: 
1 Greatelt Bafa’s fubmit.their Necks to the Executi-- 
oners, when the Grand Signior thinks fit.to call for 
their Lives. All that they: reply to the fatal Mandate, 
is,, The Will.of my Sovereign Lord be done. They 
at once gather up all the Strength of their fcattered 
Reafon, and fhrink their dilated Sou/s to a Point.. 
Then with a redoubled Force, they fhake off their- 
Inclinations to Honours, Riches, and.the Pleasures: 
of this Life, as a Man rouzes froma long Dream: 


or Trance. With Smiles, and a profound Submif=- - 


fion they kifs the Roya/ Firme, being awaken’d to the: 
Thonghts of more Illuftrious and Serene Joys than: 
E. 5, this: 
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thy gos Barth affords, even to the ineffable Plea- — 


fure: نو‎ Eden, the fure Reward of عامط‎ that die in 
Ovedienceand Peace: Since they are to be efteem’d 
Martyrs, as well as thofe who meet Death in the 
Field of the facred Combat, in the War for our 
Holy Faith. 

. Oh! that it were my Lot thus to expire in 
Honour, to have my laft Breath mixed with the 
devout Afpirations and Suffrages of True Believers, 
that fo my Example might edify others, and the 
publick Character of an untainted Loyalty might 
benefit myfelf: Whilft Fame proclaimed it before 
my Arrival at the invifible Regions, to prepare the 
Ghofts of Juit Men to bid me welcome, and give 


me a kind Re¢eption, who am yet wholly a Stran- - 


ger in thofe Parts of the World: For Death itfelf 

cannot banifh me out of the Univerfe. And there’s 

my laft Comfort. 
Thou, my dear Phyfician, wilt conclude, Pm 


Melancholy by this kind of Difcourfe. But I tell 


thee, “tis only another Way of exprefling the fe- 
cret Pleafure and Tranquillity of my Soul, which’ 
is more to be valu’d:by him that enjoys it, thar 
all the Laughter and’ extravagant Mirth in the 
World. Thefe only ruffle our Paffions, and raife. 
a Duft in our Eyes: Whereas the other compofe 
and purify our Reafon, giving us a conftant Pro- 
fpe& of Things paft; prefent, and to come. So 
that -we can never be at a Lofs, but always rea- 
| dy equipped for the’ worft Contingencies. Ha/î, 
Adien. 


Paris, 15th of the 12th Meon, — 
of the Year 1661. ° 
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LETTER ee 
To the fame: 


HE Court of Franceinall Things endeavours ta 
imitate the ancient Grandeur of the 4 
Emperors and their Policy. As they had their دروك‎ 
phitheatres, ‘whereon were exhibited all Sorts of 
Shews and Speétacles to divert the People in Time’ 
of Peace ; fo have thefe their Theatres whereon, 
‘according té thé more acceptable Mode of the pre- 
fent Age, are reprefented the various Kinds of Vir- 
tue and Vice; Mens Follies and Perfections ; mov. 
dern Humours, and the ancient Morality ; Intrigues 
of Love, and of State; furprizing Actions of War 
and the fubtle Overtures of Peace ; the ‘Tyranny of 
Sovereigns, and Rebellion of Subjects. In fine, what, 
foever is treated: of in. Books, is here afted to the 
Life on the Stage, and with fo much Advantage of 
Scenes, Interludes; Mufick, Dances, Language, Wit, 
Humour, and the like charming Circumitances, that 
a Man at fome Hours cannot better pafs away his 
Time, than in being prefent at thefe Entertain- 
ments. Where all that he has read, either in an- _ 
cient. or modern Hiftory, deferving Remark, fhalî 
be fucceflively prefented to his View,as eflicacioufly 
as if the Perfons were now living, and in prefence, 
whofe A&ions each Play defcribes. . 

. ‘There you fhall be introduced as. it were, into 
the Court and Camp of the Grand Cyrus: You fhall 
accompany Alexander the Great in his Expeditions’ 
through 4/4: You fhall fee him die of Poifon at’ 
Babylon, and the Macedonian Empire cantonized a+ 
mong his Officers: You fhall behold all the Roman 
Celars i in their Rife and Fall: With whatfoever 
Particularities were obfervable in this ‘or any other 

, renown'd Monarchy on Earth’ ;*not-excluding‘the 
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laft and moft univerfal Empire of the Ottomans. For — 
thefe Infidels prefume to att o’er again, the Part 
of Tamerlane, and lead about in Dramatick Tri- 
umph, the encaged, yet ftill invincible Bajazeh 
In Habits, which only become the deftin’d Conque- 
rors of the World, thefe Slaves dare perfonate the. 
Glorious Soymzaz, Mahomet the Great, the Vi&to- 
rious Selim, and even Amurat himfelf, the ftoutet | 
_ Emperor that ever reigned: I mean, the Uncle of 
our prefent Sovereign. 3 
Befides true Hiftory thus reprefented, the SpeCta- 
tors are fometimes diverted with fabulous Entries of 
Gods, Nymphs, Fauns, Satyrs, Mufes, Graces, Mon- 
ffers, and what{oever we find in the ancient Poets. 
There you fhall fee Prometheus fetching Fire from 
Heaven, to give Life to his Man of Clay; Lycaoz 
transform’d into a Wolf, for his inhofpitable Car- 
riage to Fupiter ; Ganymede {natched upinto Heaven 
by an Eagle, and made ‘Fupiter’s Cup-bearer, for his 
fingular Beauty. It is pleafant alfo to fee Phrixus,. 
with his Sifter He//e, {wimming o’er the He//e/pont 
on the Back of a Ram, with a golden Fleece; whilft 
fhe for Fear, falls off, and is drowned: And from her 
Name (He//e) that Sea is fuppofed to be fo called. 
In the mean while, Pdrixus fwims forward, and 
arrives at Co/ebis, where he facrifices the Ram, and. 
hangs the golden Fleece up in the Temple; which 
was afterwards ftole away by 74/0 and his Argo- 
nauts. It is equally diverting, to fee the Artifice of 
the Scenes and Machines, which reprefent Fupiter 
transforming himfelf into,a Shower of Gold, and fa, 
defcending into Danze’s Lap, when he begets Per/e- 
45 on her, who fubdued the Gorgows, and with Me- 
dufa’s Head turned the Cephen Nobles into Statues: 
In a word, all the ingenious Fictions of Orphews, 
Homer, Hefiod, Ovid, and the ret of the Greek and. 
Roman Poets, are here tranflated, not fo. much, 
from one Language to another, as from. Words to — 
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Met tions, and from dead, inanimate Characters, to 
living Figures of the Things themfelves, For thefe 
Sort of Plays are acted by Men, Women, and Chil- 
dren, cull’d out and educated for that Purpofe ; 
and the Managers are at a vaft Charge, for Varie- 
ty of proper Scenes and Drefles for every Occafi- _ 
on; each Actor being exactly apparel’d according 
to the different Quality of Perfons reprefented; and ‘ 
the Mode of the Age and Country wherein they 
lived. 

Thefe Sort of Divertifements are very agreeable 
both to the Court and City. ‘The King takes great 
Delight in them, efpecially in Ballets and Paftorals,, 
which confift chiefly of good Songs and Dances, 
mixed with bold and uncouth Entries of Antiques, 
reprefenting Monfters and Devils, sas the Chriffians 
ufually defcribe ’em. 

But there was lately a Check given to.theirSport, 
by an Accident which has furpriz’d all People that 
hear of it, and has puzzled the moft intelligent, 
Heads to give an Account of fo ftrange an Occur- 
rence. 

On the rgth of this Moon, the King and thé 
whole Court were prefent at a Ballet, reprefenting 
the Grandeur of the French Monarchy. About the. 
Middle of the Entertainment, there was an Antique 
Dance perform’d by twelve Mafqueraders, in the 
fuppos’d Forms of Demons. But before they had. 
advanc’d far in their Dance, they found an Interlo- 
per amongft "em, who by encreafing the Number to. 
Thirteen, put them quite out of. their Meafures: _ 
For. they pra&ife every Step and Motion before- 
hand, till they are perfect. Being abafh’d there- 
fore at the unavoidable Blunders the Thirteenth: 
Antique made em commit, they ftood: ftill like. 
Fools, gazing at one another: ‘None daring to un= 
mafk, or fpeak a Word; for that would'have put 
all the ‘Spectators into a Diforder and Confufion. 

Cardinal: 
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| Cardinal Mazarini (who was the chief Contriver, 
of thefe Entertainments, to divert the King from’ 


-more ferious Thoughts) ftood clofe by the young. 
Monarch, with the Scheme of the Ballet in his 
Hand. Knowing therefore that this Dance was to 
confift but of Twelve Antiques, and..taking No- 
tice that there were actually Thirteen, at firft im- 
puted it to عصرم‎ Miitake. But afterwards, when 
he perceivéd the Confufion of the Dancers, and 


that they could not proceed, he made a more nar-* 
row Enquiry into the Caufe of this Diforder. To. 


be brief, they convine’d the Cardiza/, that it could 


be no Error of theirs, by a Kind of Demonftration, 


in that they had but twelve Antique Dreffes of that 


Sort, which were made on purpofe for this parti-’ 
~ cular Ballet; whereas the thirteenth Dancer was 


difguis’d after the fame Manner. Therefore they 


conchided, that either the Devil or fome body. 


elfe, had put a Trick on them. That which made 
it feem the greater Myftery was, that when they 
came behind the Scenes to uncafe, and examine 


the. Matter, they found but twelve Antiques, 


whereas on the Stage there were thirteen. 


‘The precifer Sort of Bigots gave it out for certain, 


That the Devil was amongft em: Whilft others 


more probably fay, ’twas only fome envious or 220+ 


bitious Dancing-Mafter, who was either refolv’d to 


be reveng’d for not being one of the Twelve, or. 
defign’d to fhew his Parts Zvcognito againit another. 
Opportunity, and in the Jnterim, {et the Court a. 
wond’ring at his fingular Skill and Dexterity : For, 


it was obferv’d, that one of the thirteen far fur- 
pafs’d all the ret, and did things to a Miracle. 

Be it how it will, it has brought to Memory a 
Paflage that happen’d on the like Occafion at a. 
Town not far from Paris, about eighteen Years 
ago, yet was not half fo much talk’d of then, as 
*tis now ; which was the Reafon, I took no Notice 
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of it in any of my Letters. | But now they are 
big with .it: ’Tis the general Difcourfe of all 
Companies who make Comparifons of that Event 
with this. Perhaps "twill not be unpleafant to thee 
to know it. | 

In the Year 1644, toward the latter End, a 
Company of Stage-Players were at a Place call’d . 
Vitry, entertaining the People with Comedies ; 
but there happen’d fomething really tragical to one 
of the 4éors. This Man was to perform the 
Part of one Dead, and then he was to revive again 
by pMagick. He atted his Part too truly, and 
baftled the Necromancer’s Art.. For when he 
touch’d him with his Ta/i/mar, as the Rules of 
the Play requir’d, in order to his Re/urreétion, 
the inanimate Trunk could not obey. ‘The Man 
was Dead indeed. 

Whether he overftrain’d himfelf in imitating | 
the filent, ftill, and irrecoverable Privations of that 
paffive State, and gave his flivpery Soz/ a ftrong 
‘Temptation, with a fair Opportunity to efcape 
its Bonds; or whether Heaven had a particular 
Hand in fo remarkable a Catafrophe, 1 will not 
prefume to divine. But this and the other Oc- 
currence, has put the People quite out of Conceit 
with Plays. 

Sage Ha/i, remember the Arabian Proverb, 
which fays, "Tis wot good to jeff with God, Drath 
or the Devil. For the Firft neither can, nor will 
be mock'd; the Second mocks all. Men, one Time or 
other و‎ and the Third puts an eternal Sarcafm on 
thofe that are toa familiar with him. 


Paris, 30th of the 1/7 Moon, 
of the Year 1662, 


LETTER 
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Lot. doo cds 07 XL4 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


OD unravel my Soul, reverfe my Faculties, 

turn my Nature infide out, make me a Mon- 

fter of a new Predicament, or annihilate me, which. 

he pleafes, if I am not true to my Truft; yet the 
Minifters of the Port fufpe& me: 

By the Thoughts of Mahomet our holy Lawgiver, 
whilft he was climbing the boundlefs Heights of 
the Firmament, I’ve a Heart like the Roman Curtius, 
who bravely leap’d into the fathomlefs 44/5 to fave 
his Country from Ruin. They miftake Mahmut, 
who think he'll be pimp’d out of ‘his Loyalty by 
Frowns or Smiles, Flatteries or Threats, Gold or 
Tortures. I’d run the Rifque of Damnation it felf to: 
ferve my Sovereign, or te do any thing becoming a 
Man of Honour. Yet my Superiors ufe me like a 
Villain or a Traytor. Their Letters are full of Re- 
proaches and Threatnings, as if E were not worthy _ 
to live. Tis ftrange: to me whence all this Malice 
fhould proceed; and that after I have done and fuf- 
fer’d all that could be expected from a Mu//ulman in 
my Poft, to demonftrate my incorruptible Fidelity 
to the Grand Signior, I fhould ftill be perfecuted 
as a Tiafer, and Enemy to the Ortomaz Intereft. I 
know not what to think of it. 

If I have done any thing which deferves Death 
or Imprifonment, why do they not fend’ for me to 
Conffantinople, and execute Juftice on me? Or if I 
am not thought fit to continue any longer in this 
Poit, why do they not call for my Commiffion, and 
give it fomebody better qualify’d? Either of thefe 
would be a merciful Proceeding, compar’d with the: 
more cruel and ignominious Way they have invent-- 
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ed to. murder me: For, now they put me to a 
lingring Death, by continually corroding and waft- 
ing the Peace of my Soul, which îs my Life, with 
Contempts and Reproches. 
lam not at all troubledwhen they tax me with 
Atheifm, or fay, I'm a Xyf/bafchi, a Libertine, a 
Chriftian, a Heathen Philofopher ; or when they are 
pleas’d to makea Mon/ler of me, a Mungrel Galli- 
maufry, a walking Hotpotch, compounded of Few 
Turk, Nazarene, and Epicure. In loading me with 
thefe opprobrious Titles, they rank me with fome of 
the greateft Mortals, and engage even our Ho/y 
Prophet himfelf to efpoufe my Caufe, and vindicate 
my Reputation ; fince he is in thefe very Terms 
blafphem’d by the Followers of Fe/us: Thofe Inf- 
dels forgetting that their own Me/fias was after the 
like manner traduc’d by the Feews, who call’d him 
Impoffor, Magician, Heretick, Devil, and I know 
not what. This has been the Lot of all holy Men and 
Prophets, tobe envy’d and afpers’d by the Grandees 
of the Nation and Age wherein they liv’d: Becaufe 
they boldly reprov’d their Vices, and taught them 
the fincere Maxims of Virtue both by word and Ex- 
ample. And though I have not Vanity enough to 
lift my felf in the Number of prophets, or perfeét 
Men; yet I have reafon to conclude, that all this 
Perfecution is rais’d againft me, on the Account of 
the Liberty I take toreprehend the Errors and Fai- 
lings of thofe who are Slaves to the Grand Signior 
as well as I: Tho’ I have been commanded to do 
this by the moft Auguit Minifter of the Empire: But 
great Men in Power love not to be told of their 
Faults. They wou’d live Arbitrary as Sovereigns, 
without the leaft Check or Controul. They wilt 
rather cherifh a thoufand Flatterers and Sycophants 
than fuffer one Diogenes to live. 
But that which vexes me moft is, that they 
glance upon me in fome Expreffions, as if I were 


falfe 
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falfe to the Truft which is repos’d in me. A Crime. 


for which; I ever had an: invincible Abhorrence, © 


and which wou’d fooner tempt me a thoufand 
Times.to die, than tobe once guilty of it. Thou 
know ft my Temper, and I need fay no more. 

I fhou’d have burft with Grief and Indignation, 
had I not givenmy Refentments this Vent, and that 
to a Friend who, by knowing my Affli&ion, takes 
one Half of it for his own Share, and fo I’m eas’d. 


Paris, 24 of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1662. 


LETTER XI. 


To Ibrahim Eli Zeid, Hadgi, Preacher 


to the Seraglio. 


HEY have a Proverb here in the We/?, which 

fays, Allis mot Gold that Gliffers. And tis 

frequently. verify’d in their own Priefts, who are 
generally the greateft-Hypocrites in the World. 

I had not, been long in this City, before I fent 

a Letter to Bedredin, Superior of the Dervifes of 

Cogni in Natolia, whofe Soul is now with Gop$ 

wherein I gave him an Account of the Converfe I 


once had with a Jefuit. For, pretending to be è. 


Student and Retainer to the Clergy, I cou’d not 
avoid the, Company. of Ecclefiafticks ;. befides, it 
was my Intereft to infinuate into their Acquain=- 
tance; and to tell the Truth, I have made it. a 
great Part of my Bufinefs to gain a Familiarity with 
* Priefis and Dervifes, ever. fince I came hither. 

_,» There was Abundance of Reafon for this, on feve- 
ral Accounts. For I improv'd myfelf much by the 
Society of thofe amongit them that are learned 


and 
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and I edify’d not a little by the very Ignorance and’ 

| Follies of others. From fome I {queez’d out Se- 
crets of State, and the Defignsof Cabals: By others 
I penetrated intothe myfterious Vices of their own 
Order.’ In a word, all of them taught me fome- 
thing or other which I knew not before; and I ne- 
ver had occafion to repent of keeping them Com- 
pany. 

I contracted a particular Friendfhip with an ho- 
net Friar or two in this City, who were Perfonsof 
Candor and Learning: But now they are dead. Be- 
fides, I have had no fmall Intimacy with Cardinal 
Richlieu, and his Succeflor Mazarini. I tell thee, 
if I had not coveted the Friendfhip of thefe prince- 
ly Priefts, yet it had been impoffible to efcape their 
Knowledge, as obfcure a Figure as I make. For, 
it was their conftant Pra&ice, thus to feek out all 
the Strangers and Travellers in this City, under 
pretence of that great Regard they had for Men of 
Merit ; but in reality, to pump out of them Foreign 
Secrets. - | 

Cardinal Ricblien profefs’d a great Kindnefs to 
me, becaufe I had been at Conm/fantinop/e, and in o- 
ther Parts of the Grand Sigzior’s Dominions. He 
feem’d alfo to value me not a little for my Skill in 
interpreting Greek, Sclavonick, and other Languages 
of the 82/7. What he thought of me in’s Heart, I 
cannot divine ; but I have reafon to think, he fufpeét- 
ed me for a Muffilman. And yet I wonder he ne- 
ver fearch’d for the main Proof, the Mark of Cir- 
6471/2011. Perhaps,, "twas an Effe& of his good 
Nature, as being Joth to ruin me irrecoverably. 
But 1 had rather afcribe it to Providence, which 
wou°d not fuffer him, it may be, to make fo fatal 
a Reflection: Yet, by his Order fome Years ego, I 
was imprifon’d for fix Moons. What the Meaning 
on’t was, I could never dive into. But T had a 

fhrewd Jealoufy of a certain Trazf/vanian Refident 
del j at 
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at this Court, who perhaps might do me fome ilf — 
Offices. The World's like a Lottery, wherein we © 
muft expe& to meet with many unlucky Chances. — 
- . By what I have faid, thou wilt eafily perceive, | 
‘that altho’ the Priefts make a fair Semblance of Piety, © 
Mortification, and other Religious Virtues, yet they 
are great Bufy-bodies, and wholly taken up in fecu- 
lar Affairs. 

If this were the worft Character they deferve, they | 
might pafs for very good Men, and neceffary In- © 
ftraments of the publick Welfare: Becaufe, they ٠ 
have the Tutelage and Guardianfhip of all Mens 
Confciences ; they form ’em in their Youth, and |. 
govern ’em in their ripeft Years. Befides, they ' 
have many, Advantages of ftudying the Politicks — 
more than other Men, as being all educated in the 
Academies, where if they benot very dull, they can- 
not fail of becoming good Hiftorians, and indiffe- 
rent Statesmen. For their Libraries abound with 
all manner of axtient and modern Writers, and theig 
. Converfation is generally refin’d and pregnant in | 
Intrigues. 

But they corrupt their Learning with falfe Max- — 
ims which they borrow from an intolerable Pride | 
and. Senfuality ; perfuading themfelves, that they .' 
are as far above other Men, that is, the Laty, as 
thofe are above the Beaffs; that Gop has be- — 
ftow’d on them a Digzity fuperior to that of the, — 
greateft Temporal Monarchs ; and, in fine, that this — 
Earth is a Paradife, and themfelves the Gods and |. 
Lords of it. 

When I {peak at this Rate of the Nazarene Priefts, 
underftand. me not without Reftriftion. ‘Thereare — 
fome good and holy Men amongit them, Perfons of — 
unblemifh’d Manners, and incorrupt Sincerity. — 
But, thefe are very rare; and the French Pricfis — 
areefteem’d the moft fincere of any within the Pale © 
of the Rowan Church. © LI 
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| As for the Italian Clergy, they are meer Liber- 
tines; the moft debauch’d and profligate Fellows in 
the World. 

Adonai the Few, a late private Agent of the 
Grand Signior, who had travell’d up and down 
thro’ all 2¢a/y, and refided a confiderable Time in 
the chief Cities and Towns of Note, made many 
curious Obfervations and Remarkson the Lives ofthe 
Priefts which he fet down in his Journal. This I 
have by me now, itbeing fent me, according to my 
Defire, after his Death by Zeidi Alamanzi, his Suc» 
-ceffor in that Station, who is atprefentat Venice. 

I have perusd this Relation my felf, with no 

{mall Pleafure; and believe *twill not be unwel- 
come to thee, to givethee an Abftraét’ of what he 
fays. 
"te is poflible, he may exaggerate fome Things, 
and deliver himfelf too partially in others, out of 
the natural and inherent Averfion the 7ews have for 
the Chrifians. But thou wilt find, that in the 
Main, he infifts only on fuch Reflections as it be- 
comes any Man to make, who has the leaft Spark of 
common Morality and Reafon. 

In the firit place, he finds Fault with the Ecclefi- 
afticks, in that they abftain from Marriage them- 
felves, yet recommend that State to the Laity as a 
very holy Sacrament and Myftery of Religion : 
whilftthey indulge themfelves at the fame time inall 
manner of Lafcivioufnefs ; wallowing in Fornica- 
tion, Adultery, Inceft, and Sodomy it felf. He 
fays, there is hardly one Prieft in ‘Ten, who does 
not keep two or three Harlots; and the moft re- 
 clufe Dervifes, are either Pimps to other Mens 
Luits, or they indulge their own with the moftin- 
famous Cozrtezans and Catamites. ‘Thefe Preten- 
ders to Perfection and Sanétity, are often found 
Mafquerading and Revelling about the Streets in the 
Time of the Carzava/, with a Company of Whores 
1 for 
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fortheir Attendants. Nay, all the Year round their 
Monatteries are no other than Stews or Brothel- boyfes,: 
They introduce Womeninto their Ce//s in a’ mona 
frick Habit, and fo they pafs for Men whocome to 
vifitthem as Friends, Relations, or Travellers. Thefe 
Ladies of Pleafure lie thusconceal’d for many Days 
and Nights together. And the Superior of the Coz- 
vent winks at this for a little Money, being moft ©. 
commonly as bad as any of them. 

Thefe Holy Fathers go marching and flouching 
along the Streets,. in the moft mortify’d manneri- — 
amaginable... You wou'd:take ’em for perfect Santones — 
and Zdeots. Yet this is all but Mummery, whilft | 
they are the moft glozing Hypocrites in the World, | 
meer Devifs in a City, and 10 in wicked | 
Thoughts and Prattices. , 
_ Adonai tells a pleafant Story of a young Monaftick 4 
of St. Dominick's Order at Rome. "This Monk was | 

. of noble Extraction, and his Parents were very rich — 
and powerful in the City. On which Account he ' 
wasindulg’d many Libertiesdeny’d to the reftof his — 
religious Brethren. He was permitted to carry good | 
Quantities of Gold and Silver about him, for his per- — 
fonal Expences ; and to weara /ecu/ar Habit fuita- | 
ble to his Birth and Quality.  But*this Liberty had — 
like to have prov’d fatal to him one Night during — 
the Carnaval. ir 
It was late, and very dark, when this’ religious 

‘Bully. was beating the Streets, upon the Hunt for — 
Whores; and walking under certain Piazza’s near | 
the River ,توف ول‎ he was accofted by a Woman mafk°d: 
and in a very-good Drefs ; whofpoke to him frank- 
ly, afking him the way to Il Rotundo. This is the a 
Name of a Church in Rome, dedicated to الك‎ the ta 
Saints: In the Time. of the Gentiles, ’twas‘cal?’d 
Pantheon, or the Temple of all the Gads.. The Monk ~ 
being in one of his rambling Equipages, and قلط‎ q 
rei equally bent, on. Pleafure;; havin ing 8 
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allo a hundred Florins about him; prefently made 
_anfwer, He wou’d conduét her to the place fhe en- 
quired for. She, after fome counterfeit Eflays ofa 
modeft Repulfe, at lengh accepted his Offer: And 
by the way, he perfuaded herinto a Tavern. The 
‘cunning Nymph manag’d her Bufinefs fo well, that 
the Monk over-heated with Wine, and other coitly 
Entertainments, grew fo in Love with her, thathe — 
.° forgot fhe was to go to the Pantheon, and offered 
to wait on her home. She accepted the Motion, 
and telling him her Houfe was feated on the Banks 
of the Zyder, they return’d the fame way as they 
| fame. 
When they atriv'd at the Piazza’s, shave they 
firft met, three Perfons appear’d, muffled up in 
Cloaks: Two of which fuddenly feiz’d the Monk, 
holding their ponyards at his Breait3 whilft the third 
difclofing the hidden Light of a dark Lanthorn, 
which he held inhis Hand, * faften’d on the Lady,and 
made her unmafk. As foon as he faw her Face, he 
ftamp’d and rav’d, menac’d and {wore he would be 
the Death of that Villain who had debauch’d his 
Wife. All this was but a fore-laid Defign. Ina 
word, after all the Parts of an abus’d, incens’d re- 
vengeful Hufband, a&ted to the Life, at laft, through 
the Interceffion of the two other Ruflians, and the 
Monk’s penitent and fubmiffive Addrefs, it was con- 
cluded to {pare his Life, and only ftrip him naked; 
deaving him in that Condition to feek his Fortune a- 
mong the Watch. 
‘This was foon. put in RIS and the FA 
i booters, with all their Prey, fecurely march’d off. 
The poor Monk, thus miferably abandon’d,' with. 
out Garments, Money, or any Thing to comfort 
him in this Calamity, or to bribe the Watch; 'gave 
himfelf over to Melancholy and Defpair, in regard 
this Accident would bring an eternal Infamy on 
him, and he fhould be no longer able to fhew his 
3 16 
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Face in Rome, the Seat ofhis Nativity ; noramong 
any of his Kindred and Friends. Sometimes he 
thought to drown himfelf in the Zyder; or elfe to 

‘ counterfeita Phrenfy, and fo run brawling, drivel- 
ling, and talking Nonfenfe thro’ the Streets; hoping 
the reft wou’d never be divulg’d. 

Whilft he was in thefe penfive Thoughts, irrefo- 
lute what to do, the Watch walking their Rounds, 
bolted upon him on a fudden ; and feeing a naked 
Man, at that Time of Night, in fuch a folitary 
Place, at firft were ftartled, astho’ they had met a 
| Ghoft ; but recollecting themfelves better, they bold- 
ly feiz’d his Perfon, and examin’d how he came in 
that Condition. | 

It was in Vain for him to beg, intreat, and pro- 
mife any Thing, if they wou’d not expofe him to 
open Shame. ‘This did but increafe their Curiofi- 
ty and Sufpicion. In a word, the Place of their 
Rendezvouz being very near the fame ‘Tavern where 
this unfortunate Monk had regal’d his Strumpet, 
they led him thither, and kept him Prifoner till the 
Morning. He that kept the Houfe remember’d 
his Face again, and knowing that the Governor of 
Rome had a fecret Enmity againit the Monk, and 
all his Race, fent him private Intelligence of this Ad- 
venture, encouraging him to take this Opportunity 
of Revenge; hinting withal, that. he need not take 
notice, that he knew the Monk, but only punifh 
him as an ordinary Fellow, breaking the Laws of 
the City. 

The Governor, being glad of this Occafion, when 
the Monk was brought before him, order’d him to 
be whipp’d thro’ the very Street where hisMonaftery 
ftood. This was done accordingly; and as he 
pafsd by the Gate, his Brethren, feeing him in 
that Condition, rufh°d out, and refcu’d him from 
the Executioner’s Hands, breathing Revenge againft 
the Governor, andall that were concern’d in put- 

ting 
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ting this Difhonour on ‘their Houfe, and the whole 
a بر‎ 

: I muft be fore’d to, break of, before I have in- 
form’d thee of half their Tricks, left I Moald tire: 
thee with the Length of my Letters.  Befides, it is . 
neceflary for me to conclude, unlefs I wowd mifs 
my Opportunity : For the Poft tarries for no Man. 

Venerable Hadgi, live thou to enjoy the ferene 

Pleafures of Virtue and Innocence, and pray for, 
Mahmut that he may never be ftain’d with the Cor-. 
ruptions and Vices of Jufidels, among whom he. 
refides. ay 


Paris, 1 84 of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1662. 


LOL bbc, Basix LL 
To the Chiaus Baffa.- 


HE French King’s Genius feems Pieris 
~ bent on martial and politick Affairs; and tho” 
he allows fome Moments to his Love, yet the great- 
eft Part of his Time is confecrated to the neceflary 
Affairs of State, and to the Improvement of Mili-. 
tary Difcipline. ‘This has been his Courfe ever 
fince the Death of Cardinal Mazarini. "That Mi- ~ 
nifter, whilit he was living, endeavour’d nothing fo 
earneftly as to divert the young Monarch from 
minding Bufinefs, by Plays, Ba//ads, and other foft 
Entertainments. But as foon as he was dead, the 
King began by degrees to forfake his youthful Re- 
creations, and look into the: Affairs of his Govern- 
ment. 
The fi bold Stfoke of Regal Authority which 
he gave, was the ERTAGOE, the /Supprintendant of 


the 
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the’ Finances, a very antient Office in France, but | 


much abus’d of late by thofe who have enjoy’d it. 
For, having the Management of the Roya/ Revenues, 
it has been found out, that they embezzell’d them 
to their own private Ufes, purchafing Houfes, Ca- 


ftles, Towns, and the faireft Eftates in the Kizg-'. 


dom for them and their Pofterity. 


The laft in this Office was the Sieur Fouquet3 who, 


befides the Wafte he made of the K7zg’s Money in 


this Kind, was laying up an extraordinary Provifion 
of Arms and Powder in Belfe Iffe, a Sea-Port of 


France: Which gave the King fo great a Su/picion of 


his ill Defigus, that he went in Per/on after him as 


far as Nantes; and being there farther informed of a © 


private Corre/pondence held between the Sieur Fou- 
quet, and fome Malecontents of Cardinal de Retz’s 
Party, he caus’d him to be arrefted, and fent Prifo- 
ner to the Wood. of Vinciennes: From whence he 
has fince been brought to the Ba/file. Fhis was 
done in the 9th Moon of the laft Year, and was the 
Occafion of erecting a new Chamber of Fuffice, to 
enquire into the Conduét of عامط‎ who were em- 
ploy'd by Fouguet in the Management of the F- 
mances. 

The great Difcoveries this Chamber has already 


made of the Cheats and Tricks praétifed by thofe - 


thro’ whofe Hands the King’s Revenwes have pafs'd, 
will, *tis thought, move the King to eftablifh it as a 
perpetual and Sovereign Court of ee Ztion: So 
that not the Value of an A/per fhall henceforth be 
paid out of the Royal Treafury, without the Appr 
bation of this Chamber. He has ‘alfo retrenthed 
many fuperfluous Offices in his Houfhold, that he 


may the more eafily fupport the: Charges of thofé 


that are neceflary. © 


Thou wilt better comprehend, the Wifdom of 
this Prince, when thou fhalt know, that he trufts , 
nothing abfolutely to his Minifters, but pries into” 


every 
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every Thing himfelf. He examines Matters of the 
{malleft Moment, as narrowly as the moft important 
Concerns. He makes daily Reformations among his — 
domeftick Servants, and new-models both the Army 
and the State. Which is alfo no {mall Argument of 
his Courage, and the Greatnefs of his Spirit ; in that 
he dares contradict the Methods of all his Progeni- 
tors; take the Frame of this mighty Government, as 
it were, to pieces; and having mended every thing 
that was amifs, join it together again; but aftera 
Pattern wholly depending on his own Judgment. 
This has aftonifh’d the greateft Statefmen of the 
Age, who. confider the Boldnefs of the Undertak- 
ing, and yet cannot find one falfe Step in his Mea- 
fures. For, whereas formerly the Princes of the 
Blood, the Officers of the State, the Governors of 
Provinces, with other Grandees, having given fre- 
quent Trouble to the Kings of France, and not fel- 
dom tais’d Civil War when any thing difgufted them 
(fo great was their Power, and 10 {mall their Depen- 
dence on the King:) This Monarch has by a hap- 
py Effe& of his Judgment and Refolution, given fo 
dexterous a Turn to the whole Syftem of the Pub- 
lick, that the Princes find themifelves more aggran- - 
012:4 than ever; the Officers of the Crown perceive 
٠ their Dignity increas’d with new Luftres, and the 
Governors of Provinces exercife a ftronger Hand 
over their Subjeéts; yet all of them are reduc’d ta 
an entire Dependence on the King himfeif, not be- 
ing in 2 Capacity ever to rebel again. Which is 
efteem’d a Miracle of Policy. As he has thus gain’d 
the Point of his Subjeéts at home, and eftablifh’d 
his Realm in the moft perfect Oeconomy that can 
be imagin’d; fo he has recovered a particular Ho- 
nour abroad, that till this Time has been al- 
ways difputed between the Crowns of France and 


Spain. 
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_. Itfeemsan Ambaflador from Sweden arriv’d at the 
Englifb Court in the roth Moo of the laft Year: 


The French Ambaffador fent his Coaches to honour | 
the Publick Entry, as isufual between Friends. But _ 


the Spani/b Ambaflador;. defigning to affront the 


French, fent his Coaches alfo to attend the Cere-- _ 


mony, accompany’d by -his own Servants, and a 
Rabble of idle Perfons whom he had hir’d on pur- 
pofe. Thefe fell on the French as they were paffing 
. along the Street, kill'd feveral of them, and by Force 
ftopp’d their Coaches, till thofe of the Spani/b Am- 
baffador were got before "em; the Pre-eminence of 
Place being the chief Thing aim’d at. 

This was highly refented atthe French Court, and 
every body thought that a fre War would break 


out again between the two Nationson this Account. - 


‘The angry young Monarch commanded the Spanifh 
Ambaflador refident here to depart the Kingdom; 
and when gnother was fent to fupply-his Place, the 
King forbad him to enter his Dominions. Com- 
plaints were made at Madrid, and all things tended 
to a Rupture. Till at length the King of Spain 
having promifed to make Satisfaction, his Ambaffa- 
dor was receiv’d at this Court, who affured the 
King, That his Mafter difavow’d the Action of his 
Minifter in Exg/and, and had given exprefs Com- 
mand to all his Ambafladors in foreign Courts, not. 
to difpute the Place with thofe of France, but to yield 
it to the latter, where they fhould both be prefent at 
the fame Entry. This was declar’d in the Prefence 
of thirty Foreign Minifters refiding at this, Court. 
Which has rais’d.a vat Reputation to the King of 


France among all his Neighbours, and ftruck the | 


greater Reverence into his Subjects at home. 


Ina Word, he is look’d upon as the moft fortu- 
nate Prince in Chriffendom, and every State courts ١ 
his Friendihip. He gives the Law to the reft of | 

) Europe, | 
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Europe, yet remains himfelf Arbitrary and above 
Controul. 3 

How long his Affairs will continue at this Height, 
is known only to Gob, who exalts and abafes whom 
‘. he pleafes; who is the fole Monarch of all Things, 
reigning for ever without the leait Shadow of Re- 
volution or Change. 


Paris, 1225 of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1662. 


LETTER XIV. 
To the fame. 


“WT .T was late when I finifh’d my other Letter, be- 

ing the Hour of the Devil’s Range, when the 
Infernal Spirits are permitted to air themfelves in 
this Upper World: | Methoughts I heard the Clat- 
tering Echo of the Gates of Paradife, which are 
fhut at: that Seafon to keep out the Demons from 
‘entering and difturbing the Repofe of the Blefs’d. 
This made me conclude fo abruptly, left fome bufy 
Scribe of the Dark’ Regions, fhould have inferted’ 
‘Evil in my Letter whilit I were afleep. I recom- 
. ‘mended my felf to God, and went to Bed. After 
‘two Hours Reft, awaking, I perceiv’d by the Crow- 
ing of the Cocks, that the Troops of Hell were re- 
tird to their Den, chas’d down by 4rfurus and the 


Guardian Conftellations of the South, andbytheAn- - - 


gels of the fecond Watch. Then I arofe, and chear- 
fully addrefs’d my felftoGop, praifing him for the 
fucceffive Benefits of Day and Night, and extol- 
ling his magnificent Works, with the exquifite Or- 
‘der that he has eftablifh’d in the World. Remem- 
| F3 bring 
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bring alfo that I was a Man, and not born to fleep, 


but to ferve the Grand Signior and my Friends, I 
|. readily fet Pen to Paper again, to give thee a farther 


Account of the Frexch King and his Court, with | 


fuch Occurrences as have happen’d of late. 
‘This Monarch. is .very fingular in his Condu& 
and Manner of Life, not brooking to be confin’d © 


to the Maxims of others; but fquaring all his AGtions — 


by Rules of his own: Yet ’tis difficult. to. find a 


Fault in his Proceedings. He hears the Advice of — 


his Counfellors and Friends; and when they have 
done, -he convinces them in many things, that they 
are under a Miftake ; which makes them admire the 
Force of his Reafon, and-the.Readinefs of his Wit, 
efpecially when they fee'thé Events anfwering Ex- 
pectation. 


Neither is he altogether fo intent on State Mat- 


ters, but that he fometimesgives himfelf the Diver- 
fion of a familiar Difcourfe with the moft ingenions 
Artifts of all forts, who find themfelves much im- 
prov’d by the Quicknefs of his Invention, and the 
Solidity, of his. Judgment in the Mechanicks: For 


| he is an excellent Gun- Smith, Sword Cutler, Arrow- 


maker, and every thing that becomes a King to pro- 
fefs. 

He is a good Archite& alfo, and takes vaft Delight 
in Buildings, having laid the Foundations of feveral 
magnificent Structures, Palaces of a noble Defign, 
and intended to outvy the moft polite.and glorious 
Fabricks of ancient Greece and Rome. For, J tell 
thee, this Monarch would not willingly come fhort 


ef any of the Cefars. 


At the Beginning of this Year, he agerandiz’d 
his Court, by a Promotion of fixty two Knights of 
the Holy Spirit. I have often mention’d this Order 
in my Letters to the Minifters of the Porte; and thou 


that haft been in France know’fl, that “tis the next 


Step to being made si of the Realm. I fhall only 
inform 


È 
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inform thee, that during.the Ceremonies of this lait 


+ Promotion,the Dukes of / endojme and Longueville had 
a Feud about the Precedency, which at laft.was ad- 
_ jufted in favour of the former. In a word, the King 

-declar’d the Houte of Vendo/me to have.a Right of 
Priority before all other Princes, and to fucceed in 
the Throne itfelf, next after the Houfe of Bourbon. 

This is look’d upon as a bold Effort of Royal 
* , Power, and. has ftartled all the Court. No lefs 
| - furprized were, they to fee the Duke of Lorraiz 
 .fefign all his Eftates to the King of Frazee, referving 
only the.Poffeilion of.them during his Life. 

_ «And, now the King having weather’d the Poi it 
with. all his Enemies, both Foreign and Dometftick, 
_ftudies, nothing more earneftly, thaa to divert his 
«Queen, and let his Subjeés. tafte the Sweets of 
| Peace, the Effect of his matchlefs. Fortune, to 
which even Crown’d. Heads find. themfelves com- 

|; pell’d to ftoop and fubmit, 

On the 5¢4.0f. the foregoing Moon, by his Di 
pointment, was held a Tournament or Caroujel, as 
the Freach call it. This is a fort of Exercife on 
| Horfeback, in Imitation of the antient Manner of 
fighting. with Spear and Shield. 

The Place where they ran was rail’d about, and 
magnificent Choi/es erected for the Queen and Ladies 
of the Court to fit in, as Spectators. ‘The Diver- 
tifement was. very pompous; and the King was 

one of the Combatants. ‘The reft were the Duke of 
Orleans the King’s Brother, the Prince of Conde, the 
Duke of Exguien Son toithe Prince, and the Duke of 
Guize. Each of thefe led a Troop of Horfe into the 
Field. That of the King’s was habited after the 
Manner of the old Roman Knights. ~The Duke of 
Orleanss made a Figure like the Perfians: The 
Prince of Conde’s reprefented. the Ottomans : The 
Duke of Enguien’s Troops were in Indian Habits ; 
and the Duke of Guize’s appear’d like the Sa/vages of 
FA America, 
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America. Tt wou'd be too tedious to defcribe the 


“particular Magnificence of each. Suffice it to fay, 
that they were all prodigioufly majeitick and rich in 
their Equipage. "The Courfes alfo they made, wefe 
brave and full of Gallantry. But the Prize, which 
was a Diamond of great Value, was adjuged to the 

_ Prince of Conde by the Queen- Mother.’ 

One of the former Kings of France loft his Life 
at this Royal Exercife, being run through the Eye 

“into the Brain by the Spear of an Exg/i/b Knight 
then at the Frexc Court, and one of the Comba- 
tants: For which’ reafon, the following “Kings of 

’ France forbore to expofe themfelves to the like Dan- 
ger: But this young Mars fears nothing, being as 
venturous and bold as was Su/tan Amurat, the Tro- 
phies of whofe viftorious Combat with the Perfiaz 

| Challenger at the Siege of Babylon hang up in the 

~'Treafury to this Day, as Monuments of his invinci- 
ble Courage and Strength. Su/tan Achmet alfo took 

‘ great Delight in throwing the Lance with his Cour- 
“tiers in the Atmeidan. 'Thefe are Sports fit for Kings 

‘ «and great Generals. And fome of the Roman Ge- 

-fars themfelves would play the Gladiators. 

It is not lawful for me to cenfure or reflect on 
the Actions of my Sovereign. But I will tell thee 
what the French fay of him by way of Contempt; 
That be never combated in bis own Perfon with any 
Thing but timorous Hares and Hinds. It makes me 
blufh to hear the great Emperor of the Ea? thus 
blafphem’d by the prophane Mouths of Infidels. 
And it were to be wifh’d, ‘he would do fome fur- 
prizing Adtion, to raife himfelf another Character. 

; 1 fay no more, but recommend thee to Gop and 

“the White Angel. 


Paris, 12¢b of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1662. 
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To Zeidi Alamanzi, « Merchant 42 
Venice. 


HOU haft obliged me beyond Expectations 

in that ample Hiftory of thy Life, which 
thy Letter contains. I efteem thee not the worfe 
becaufe thou wert born of Chriftian Parents, but ra* 
ther put the higher Value on thy Merit, in that 
being bred in Superftition and Error, thou hat 
voluntarily embraced the Truth, without any Pro- 
{pect of advancing thy Intereft. , 

When a Man of a noble Stock, Born to Riches 
and Honours, bred in Softnefs and Delights, and 
actually poffeffed of a fair Eftate, fhall thus aban- 
don his Country, his Relations, Friends, and Ac- 
quaintance, with all his native Rights and Enjoy- 
ments, purely for the Love of Gop, refigning him- 
felf wholly to the Will of Deftiny, and the Conduct 
of Providence, without confulting his own Eafe 
and Delight in this World; ’tis an’ evident Sign 
of a faithful Heart, and that his Integrity is with- 
out Stain. 1.3 

All this, and much more, it feems, thou haft 
done, and therefore thou canft not fail of being: 
happy in this World, and in Paradife.. 

“I am extremely’ pleafed in'reading the various 
Adventures of thy Youth, thy early Inclinations to. 
vifit foreign Countries; and thy actual Travels. 
through Ezrope, 4fa, and Africa. This is the only 
Way to learn true and compleat Wildom. For, a 
Man edifies'a thoufand Times more by his own per- 
fonal Experience of Things, than by all the moft 


° elegant Defcriptions that can be made by others. ' 


Befides the Advantage of becoming expert in the: 
050 Re feveral 


è 
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feveral Languages and Dialeéts of the Earth; which 
‘he can never learn fo perfectly in Books, as by con- 
verfing with the Natives of each Country through 
which he paffes. 7 La ae 

‘Beyond all this, there is an infinite Pleafure in 
feeing the Variety of Objeéts, which every where 
expofe themfelves to a Traveller’s Eye. ‘There is 
nothing more delightful to human Nature, than 
to try all Things. | Man is cloy’d with what is too 
familiar to him. "The moft magnificent Palace 
would appear like a Prifon to him that were al- 
ways confin’d to it. The greateit Fields and mot 
fhady Groves would afford us no Refrefhment, if we 
had not Liberty to ftraggle out of them when we 
pleafed. Man is naturally wild as other Animals, 
and ’tis as bad‘as Death to be reftrain’d of his Free- 
dom. I had rather at certain Seafons range a Wil- 

٠ dernefs, all over-run with Weeds and Briars, than in 
the moft regular and fragrant Garden in the World. 
I. would willingly chufe the Fatigue of climbing up 
a high, fteep, craggy Mountain, for the Sake of a 
new and [larger Profpe&, before the Eafe of walk- 
ing always in a low Valley, or even Plain, though 


graced with never fo many inviting Objects, which . | 


mutt always be the fame: So fulfome are the very 
Pleafures we are daily accuftomed to. _ 

I doubt not but that it was very agreeable to thee 
in thy Journies, when every Remove.thou madeft 
from Stage to Stage, promis’d thee fomething novel 
and frefh. A Man in fuch Cafes. is apt to think the 
Sun himfelf new, who has fhined upon him from 
his Nativity: The Air, the Earth and Waters. ap- 
pear not the fame Elements, in different Places; 
or if our Reafon convinces us their Nature is not 
changed, yet we look upon them as Ma/guerades, 
every Day in a new Drefs ; efpecially.when we 
go from one Region! and, Climate to another, the 
Strangenefs of the Difguife is, heighten’d.:, Sant 

: i te 
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finite a Variety prefents it itfelf to thofe who tra- 
امامو‎ 3A لز‎ 111 3 1 7 

But nothing affords a Man greater Delight, than 

to be familiarly acquainted with the different Ha- 
bits, Laws, Cuftoms, Manners, and Religions of 

٠ Mortals like himfelf. ‘To fee them in one Part of the 
World adoring the Sun, becaufe he fhineson them: 

‘but once a Year, whilft all the ret of the Time 
they are fhut up in continual Darknefs, very near 
being ftarved with Cold, and making hard Shifts to: 
live; in another to behold them grimacing, and 
hear them curfing that glorious Planet, becanfe he is: 
always too near "em, rendring their Countries bar- 
ren, drying up their Water, and {corching their Per- 

_ fons almoft to Death; muft needs be delightful to a 
contemplative Man. And for ough? we know, the: 
Laughter of Democritus might be the Refult of as: 
good Thoughts as Heraclitus’s Tears. Who would 
not {mile to fee fome paying divine Honours to the: 
Scare:crow of the Garden, to a Tree, a Hog, a 
Dog, or any Thing they firftcaft their Eyes on im 
the Morning, as they do in Lapland? And yet who 
can forbear to weep, when he fees Men profefling: 
to believe the Laws of Mo/es, and the Meffias, 
{who both preach up the Divine Unity) pretending. 
to the pureft Religion in the World, and bred in 
the Study of the Sciences, worfhip Stocks and Stones, 
Pictures and Images, Nails, Rags, Bones, Hairs, 
Bits of old Wood, or any Thingthat their cunning. 
Priefts impofe upon them as adorable. 

* Happy art thou, Zeidi, who art freed from thefe 
Superftitions of the Nazarezes; and thrice happy, 
in that thou haft changed them for the Faith unble- 

١ mifh’d, the Doétrines of Truth and Reafon, the 
practices ‘of fincere Morality and Virtue. ‘Thou 
haft not fhun’d a Rock, to fall into a Quick-fand,. 
nor abandoned Idolatry, to fink into Atheifm: but. 
thou haft efcap'd from. narrow Gulphsand Streights,, 

FG - into» 
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into a. free and open Sea ;. from the dark F ogs and 

“Mifts of frozen Chriftianity, to the bright Empire 

_of.the Ofmans, the ferene Company of True Belie- 

"vers, Where Charity and Zeal are in their genuine 
and primitive Warmth. ! 

Since the Time that thou firit liftedt up thy 
Finger to Heaven, and madeît a Confeflion of One 

. Gop, and Mahomet his Apoftle, none of the 174- 
ums or Mollabs have ever attempied to. circumvent 

thy Reafon with feigned Miracles, foolith Pilgrima- 

: ges, ‘Talesof Old Women,,Fidtions of Poets, orany ~ 
holy Frauds. Thou perceiveft. nothing but down- 

_right Integrity in the Converfation of the Faithful. 

_ Whereas the Chriftians, whom thou haft jufily 
deferted, have a thoufand Windingsand Turnings, 
Foldings and, Intricacies, in their Doétrines and 
Lives.. So that.it isalmoft as eafy for a blind Man 
to walk from Paris to Conffantinople, as for thefe 
infidels to. grope out the Way. to. Paradife, through 
fo many, Meazders and Mazes: They are involved 
ina perfect Circle of Error and Vice. 

Praife be to Gon who planted the Moon in the 
Heavens, and caufes the Stars to dart their refrefh- 
ing Rays by Night; thou art happily delivered out 
of their Snares. Let not thy Refidence now among 
them, ever tempt thee to return to the religious Va- 
nities of holy Trifles, which have once made thee 
fick at the Heart.. Remember, that thou beareft 
in thy Body the Mark of a True Believery the Seal 
ofa great Sacrament,the Character ofa profound My- 
fiery, Circumcifion, the. Emblem, of Purity, by 
which thou art more enabled, than by the Blood of 
the Po/onian Lord; thy Father, which ftreamsinthy ~ 
veins. But now thou art incorporated into theSociety — 
and Lineage of /éraim, the illuftrious Patriarch and — 
Friend of Gop.. Confider that thou artas it were 
ingrafted into the glorious Stock of the L/maclites, 


born 
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‘born to fubdue all Things, and in the determined - 


Time, to poffefs the Empire of the Univerfe. Thou 
haft the Honour alfo to ferve the Grand Sigzior, 
Lord of the Climates and Seas, majeffick Heir of the 
Ottoman Hoyfe, Shadow of God on Earth. 1 

Hold fait therefore the Profeffion of an unblame- 
able Faith; and whatever Temptation thou mayeft 
meet with, keep thy Mind always fixed on the un- 
feen Joys of Paradife, the Crown of juft and faith- 
ful Men, the Reward of fuch as adhere toGod and 
his Prophet without flinching. 

Mahmut falutes thee in Imagination, with a part- 
ing Kifs, and an affectionate Squeeze of the Hand, 
which thou knoweft was, in all Ages, a Token of 
hearty Good-will and F riend{hip. | 


Paris, 1545 of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1660. 


LSE 'TT'E:R' XVI 
— To the Kaimacham. 


HERE is like to be a Breach between this 

Court and that of Rome, if the Pope does 

not condefcend to the Demands of the French King, 
who ftiles himfelf the Eldeft Son of the Church, and 
therefore highly refents.an Indignity that has been 
done him of late, in the Perfon of the Duke of Cre- 


‘qui, his Ambaffador at the Roman Court. 


It feems, the Pope’s Guards on the zoth of the 8th 
Moon, made an Attempt on the Life of this Minifter 
and.on his Wife: They alfo put barbarous Abufes 
on all the Frexcb that were in that City: Infomuch, 
as the Duke and Duchefs of Cregui were oblig’d to 
quit Rome privately, and retire into Za/t42y ; being 
| advifed 
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advifed to take this Courfe, by all the Cardinals | 
and other Grandees that are Friends to France. 

The King received News of this by an ExprefS 
which.came from the Duke of Chegzi on the 1ith 0" 
of the goth Moon. And he was paffionately touch'd | | 
at fo facrilegious an Injury, whereby he is not 
only wrong’d himfelf, but the Law of Nations is 
violated in a moft notorious Manner. 

Wherefore to fhew his Refentment, on the 
fame. Day that the Courier came from Rome, the 
King ordered the Lieutenant of his Guards to tell 
the Pope’s Nuncio at this Court, That he mu 
forthwith depart the Kingdom under the Conduct 
‘of thirty Horfe. This was performed. according- 
ly; and the Nuncio was hurried away immediate- 
ly, without fuffering him to fpeak with any Per- 
fon living, fave thofe who were to accompany him 
to the Frontiers: And this Order was publickly 
proclaimed in Paris. ‘The King alfo wrote to the 
Pope, demanding Satisfaction for fo horrible an 
Outrage ; and caufed Difpatches to be fent to all 
the Cardinals in Rome, advifing them to contribute 
what lay in their Powers, towards a good Under- 
ftanding between the Pope and him, protefting 
that otherwife the Calamities which might follow, 
were not to be laid to his Charge. This is a mo- 
deft way of threatning, ufed by Chriftian Princes, 
who do not. always fpeak in Thunder, like our 
Eaftern Monarchs when they menace War. 

I relate this as a Thing, which tho’ it appear of 
| {mall Moment at the Beginning, yet its Confequen- 
ees may be great and extenfive, if the French King 
and the Pope fhould come to an open Rupture. All 

_ the Princes in Europe would find themfelves engag’d. 
‘ on one Side or other. And we Mu/ulmans might 
live to fee the whole State of Chri/fexdom disjoint- 
ed, alienated, and embroil’d in Wars among them- 
felves, whereby they would lay their Countries 7 
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ked and open to-the invincible Arms of the 0 دوع‎ 
‘mans, a Lineage of high Renown, and dettin’d to 
£ubdue all ‘Things. La mike 
But ’tis thought the Holy Father at Rome will 
not farther provoke fo daring and powerful a Mo- 
march as him of France, by juitifying the Infolences 
of his Fazizaries, who proceeded to that Height 
of Fury, as. to difcharge Guns into the Windows 
of the French. Ambaffador, killed feveral of his Re- 
tinue, and aflaflinated the Duchefs of Cregui in 
her Coach, as fhe paffed alorig: the Streets. 

Illuttrious Minifter, thefe are Violations not pra- 

ctifed by the moft barbarous Savages. And ’tis an 
evident Sign of decaying Empire, where the Pub- 
lick Faith is thus perfidioufly broke. God infa- 
tuates the Jufde/s, that he may fpoedily bring *em 
to Ruin. Whereas he daily enlightens the juft 
Followers of the Prophet, and dire&ts them into 
the Ways of Profperity and Peace. 


Paris, 34 of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1662. 


birth Pigi Re LA MLE | 
To Mohammed, the illuftrious Eremite 
of Mount Uriel ix Arabia. 


N the Name of Gop, benigmand merciful, I 

fi approach the Refidence ofgreat San&imony, the 
tremendous Solitude, the Cave bleffed by frequent 
Vifitations of Angels, and by the former Prefence 
of the moft Sublime among Mortals, Mahomet the 
Legate of the Eternal, the Plenipotentiary of 4//a, 
King of Heaven and Earth. 4//a! There is butone ! 
Whofe Name refounds througl: all the Oras Above, 
© when 
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when pronounced by the faithful Adorers of the — 


‘ Divine Unity on Earth: And the Echo thereof, 
from the adamantine Gates of Paradife, reaches the 


Abyfs of Hell, ftriking the infernal Spirits with Hor- 1 


ror and Aftonifhment. They tremble at the Sound 
of the dreadful Word, which chains them up in 
_ their Prifons of Darknefs. Whereas had they Faith, 
they would rather rejoice, believing that the fame 
Word will one Day releafe them from their T'or- 
ments. For fuch is the Clemency of the Omnipo- 
tent, as our holy Doétors teach. 

١ © Mobammed, Friend of the Mot High, and Te- 
nant to his Prophet; I have experienced, that it Is 
good and wholfome to begin every thing we do or 
fay, in the Name of Gop. Whofoever does other- 
wife either fails in the ProgreS, or the End of his 
Defign, and remains in Confufion. Tago? creeps 
into ‘his Enterprize, and through Malice fpoils it, 
robbing a Man of his Crown: or Negidber, the Spt- 
rit of Envy, winds himfelf in, and intangles it: or 
Ablis, the Damon of Melancholy, cafts a Damp on 
it, and bereaves the Undertaker of his Joy. Such 
is the Fate of thofe who through Profanenefs, Sloth, 
or Contempt, forget to pay the due Veneration we 
owe to the Author and Source of Providence, and 
٠ good Succefs. 
٠ ‘Let us not therefore think the Time mifs-fpent, 
which is-taken up in the Praifes of Him who has 
neither Beginning nor End, Father of all the Gene- 
rations in this vifible World, and that other which is 
concealed from Mortals. He is the Governor of our 
Lives, and our fole Patron in all Neceffities. Let 
us extol and magnify his Attributes without End. 

I am by Nature contemplative, and thoughtful ; 

but I mutt needs acknowledge, That’ 1: owe to my 
Education among the Mufulmans the Force of my 
Faith and Religion. The various T'urns of Fortune 
‘and Experience, casi I have had in the World, 
da ‘e 


—— ——_ 
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could never yet blot out the Impreflions of my 


- early Years, or diminifh the Reverence I have for 
our Holy Prophets. I often revolve in my Mind the 


Series of paft Ages, and the Hiftories of former — 
١ Times; the Origin of Nations, and the various 


Laws, Religions, Wars, and Changes. I traverfe 
٠ the different Epocha’s of the Pofterity of 2 
‘ and the Gentiles, comparing the Date 05 75 
Tranfmigration out of £gyf?, with the Years of Na- 
bonaffar and the Olympiads. In all of them I find 
great Obfcurity, Contradiction, and Doubtfulnefs, 
‘ which puts me upon examining the Records of Egypt 
and the 4/jrians. ‘The Antiquity of both is very 
great, and yet it comes far fhort of the C4ime/e Chro- 
nology, and that of the /adiaz Bromins. 

When I have tir’d my Soul with a vain Search 
of that which can never be difcover’d; when I con- 
‘ fider the Probability of an univerfal Deluge in the 
Time of Noah, and the Arguments which almoft 


. demonftrate the contrary, comparing this with the | 


Flood of Deucalion, and that other of Ogyges: In 
a word, when I refle& on the numberlefs Incon- 
gruities that are found in the Regifters of paft Ages, 
I cannot but conclude, there is as much Reafon for 
me to believe, That Gop has determinately thus 
darkened the Knowledge of Mortals, as that he con- 
founded their Language at Bade/, according to the 
celebrated Relation of Mo/es. Whence it will be, 
but loft Labour for us who live in thefe latter 
Times, to feek for any Aflurance or Certainty 
4 the Truth in Matters of fo remote and early a 
ate. 

Wherefore leaving every Nation to their own 
Traditions, the Fews to the Manz/cripts of Mofes 
and their Rabéis; the Gentiles to the Fragments of 
Hermes Trifmegiftus, Orpheus, Homer, Hefiod, Theo- 
perafius, and other Sages of Egypt, Phenicia and 
Greece; I, for my part, acquiefce to the Volume of 

Majetty, 


ESS cia 


ul 
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Majefty, the great 4/coran; and to the Writings of 
our Holy Doétors, Arabians, the Sons of L/mael 3 

not puzzling myfelf with endlefs Difputes and 
Queftions ; not cenfuring others who worfhip God _ 
after their own Way, and the Documents of their | 
Fathers ; but firmly believing, that he who ferves 
God according to the Dictates of his Reafon; who 
is juft to Men and Beafts, and in all Things con- — 
ferves an innocent Purity of Life; is as accepta- — 
ble to the Great Creator, and Impartial Judge of — 
the Univerfe, as he that has had the Happinefs to — 
be inftructed in the pofitive. Injunctions of Hea- 
ven, the reveal’d Will of the Omnipotent. And this — 


. I take to be the Senfe of our Holy Lawgiver, of | 


the Me/fias and of all the Prophets in general. 
Doubtlefs, that fuperlatively Merciful and Indul- 
gent, connives at the Frailties of Mortals; he pities — 
the invincible Ignorances of fome, and the fatal ; 
Neceffities of others. He knows the infinite Va- © 
riety of our. bodily Conftitutions, and the equally 
different Bent of our Souls. He. confiders the Force — 


_ of the Elements and. Climates »wherein we live, | 


and the unconquerable Influence of the Stars under | 
which we were born. The whole Syftem of hu- | 
man Nature. with its moft hidden Circumftances, 
is expos'd to the Eyes of him who fees all Things. 


. x He is no Stranger to the Anatomy of his own 


Works. Therefore he requires no more of Men, 


than can be expeéted from the Facultiés with | 


which he has endu’d them. Neither will he damn 
any Man for an involuntary Evil. 

O Mohammed, this is my Faith, my Hope, and — 
my Confidence. Otherwife I fhould defpair every | 
Moment. If Lam guilty of Error and Prefumption, | 
correct me in thy Wifdom. For, before thee, I 
am but as an Z4iot. - 


Paris, 22d of the 1216 Moon, 
of the Year 1662. LETTERS 
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; بل تيل‎ Ter 11 L 
To NARRA chief Treafurer to bis 
Highnefs. 


HE French have newly felt the. Motions of 


a Joy, whofe Birth and Growth was like 
that of a Mufhrome, fudden and fwift, the Pro- 
duct of a very little Time, and which ended in 
Mourning and. Tears. The Moon of November 
beheld a Daughter born, to the Queen of France: 
But that Planet had hardly carried the News thro” 
all. the Signs of the Zodiact, and.commanded the 
Stars. of France to celebrate a Dunalma; before the 
was oblig’d to be the Meflenger of more fad Ti. 


dings, and to proclaim the Death of this young Prin-. 


cefs, to the Conftellations that aflifted at her Birth. 

, In, a: word, fhe: was, born on the 184 of the 
11th, Moon, and: died on the 30th of the 1228. It 
looks ‘as if fhe only came into the World to be a 
Witnefs of the Conclufion of the Peace, between 
her Father Lewis XIV..and her Grandfather P47- 
lip the King of Spain 3 and fo return to the Re 
gion of feparate Souls. 

This Peace was in General Terms fign’d and 
feal’d. long ago, but there remain’d fome. Difficul- 
ties in adjufting the Limits of the French Con- 
quefts, which were referr’d to the Management of 
Commiffioners on both Sides: And. thefe, after 
they had.debated the Matter. for the Space of two 
Years, at St. Omars, Arras, and Metz, at length 
finith’d the Negotiation on the 2542 of the 112 
Moon of the lait Year. Which was juft feven Days 
after the Nativity of the French Princefs. 

This Royal Infant alfo liv’d to fee Duzkirk, one 
of the ftrongeft Sea-Ports in the World, re-deliver’d 
to her Father by the Ezg/i/2, in whofe Hands it 

had 


| 
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had been ever fince twas firft taken from the Spa- 


niards. The King took Poffeffion of this i important © 
. Place in his own Perfon, entring the ‘Town on the | 


ad of the laft Moon. 


Tis look’d upon as a erand Overfight in the Exg- i 


life, thus tamely, to part with a Fortrefs which is 
inexpugnable by Land, and commands the Northern 
Seas. But Money over-rules all our Confiderations. 

And, it feems, the Exg4/ Court had Occafion for 
Gold 


There is lately a good Underftanding eftablifh’d’ 


Between this King and the *imperor oF Germany. 


They often write friendly Letters one to another, — 


and feem to be perfectly reconcil’d. ‘To {peak the 
Truth, this ‘may be call’d the pacifick Year among 


Sears 


the Inhabitants of Europe; For, excepting fome |. 
Skirmifhes and Bravado’s of War between the Spa- _ 
niards and the Portugueze, all the reft of Chriffen- | 


dom is in Peace. And the Portugueze have fo 
‘ftrengthen’d themfelves by marrying their Infanta 


to the Ewg/i/& King, that what thro” his Affiftance — 
‘and the Aidof France, they have almoft reduc'd Spar | 


to a Neceflity of making Peace. 


>. È SA n 


~~ Thou wilt fay the Portugueze have over-reach’d | 


the Englifb in the Dowry they give with their 7y- 
fanta. ‘This is only the Town of Tangier in Barba- 
ry. A Place which will coft them far more to de- 
fend againft the Moors than it is really worth. For, 


bold Africans will perpetually affault the |‏ عامط 


‘Town, and oblige the King of Ezg/and to maintain + 


SRI 


a vaft Garrifon in it, befides a Multitude of other — 


Expences. This makes the Portugueze fecretly fmile, 
to find themfelves handfomely rid of two great 
and burthenfome Charges, a Daughter of the Royal 
Blood, and an old Fortrefs of no Ufe or Service, 


fave only to diminifh the Publick Treafure, and - 


make away with. fome ‘Thoufands of Men- Raye d 


Year. 
Illu- 


1 


tr, Illuftrious Grandee, ’tis no {mall Encouragement 
to the poor exil’d Mahmut, that tho’ he be ma- 
lign’d,, flander’d, and perfecuted by his Enemies, 
yet he ftill finds Prote&tion and Friendfhip from the 
principal Minifters. And that inftead of Checks 
and Reproaches, to which I was formerly accufto- 
med, my Salary is now augmented to the Propor- 
tion of my neceffary Expences; Money is fent me 
with a liberal Hand, and my SlandererS™re put to 
Silence and Shame. 

. ١1 مط‎ mayeft acquaint the Divaz, that there is 
now at this Court the eldeft Son to the King of 
Deumark. What his Bufinefs is, People conjecture 
variouily. Some fay, ’tis Lave ; others affirm, 8 
only the Defire of feeing Foreign Corts drew this 
Prince from his native Country. 

_.Thou mayett alfo inform them, that the Duke of 
Savoy has married: a Princefs of the Blood Royal, 
they call her Mademoi/elle de Valois. Eliachim the 
Few lies dangeroufly fick of a Fever. 

As for me, who never had my perfect Health 
fince I.came to Paris, yet I retain a found Mind, 
and a Heart inviolably devoted to the Intereft of 
the Grand Signior: Whom Gop long preferve on the 
‘Throne of the Ottomans. 


Parisi | 10th of the 1fî Moon, 
of the Year 1663. 


Lia eta SA 
|. To the Kaimacham. 
WERE is a Man come to this City, a Calabrian 
; by Birth, and of all Countries by Education: 


For he has been a Traveller from his Infancy, if 
res what | 
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what he relates of himfelf be true. He fpeaks all 
or moft of the Languages of Ezrope very fluently; 
and is reforted to by People of divers Countries, 
under the Charatter of a Portune-Teller ‘and’ Phy= 
fician. He performs both Parts to the Admiration 
of all that have been with him: 

‘The Princes and Nobles of France vifit him 0212 
ly, and fo do Perfons of meaner Birth. They dif- | 
cover to him their fecret Maladies, and this Apo//6 | 
feldom fails of Succefs in curing them. He'beltows — 
ten Hours a Day in freely converfing with People — 
of all Ranks and Qualities’; healing’the Difeafes of | 
fome, and telling to others their future Deftinies. 

I went to his Chamber one Day, not tolearnmy — 
Fate (for I have little Faith in modern Prophets or 
Aftrologers; nor to be cur’d of any Diftemper, 
having no Efteem for Quacks and Embpirickss -be- i 

Pe 


fides, I was in-good Health at that Time) but Cu- 
riofity was the only Motive which led ‘me thither, | 
that I might improve myfelf in other Refpeéts by 
this Strangers Company, and learn fomething .. 
which I knew not before of foreign Courts, where- 
by I might become more ferviceable to the Grand |. 
Signior in this Station, and farther unravel the 4 
Secrets of Chriftian Princes. For fo it often falls — 
out, that a Man reaps fome confiderable Advan- ١ 
tage from the Society of Travellers and Men of — 
Experience: And I had good Reafon to hope for 
fome Profit by this Man’s Acquaintance, who is 
thought worthy to be courted by the Grandees of 
France. : 

Wherefore I addrefs’d myfelf “to hint with A- 
bundance of Ceremony and Regard; ufing alfo as 
much Diffimulation as I thought neceffary to con- 
ceal myfelf and the Defign I had ‘in coveting. his 
'Friendfhip. I feem’d a great Admirer of judicial _ 
Aftrology, and told him I was very ambitious to learn; 


the Rudiments of thatScience from him,having heard 
his "١ 


1 

i va 
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his Skill highly commended not only by vulgar 
Fame, but by the Mouths of Menof Senfe and Qua- 
lity, who gave him a fair Character. I faida great 

| deal more to infinuate my felf into his good Opini- 
on. But there being Company with him, he re- 
turned my Compliments with much Civility, and 
defir’d me to come to him at a more convenient 
Seafon, and to leave my Name, that he might order 
his Servants to give meakind Reception at any time, 
if he himfelf fhould be out of the way, becaufe it 
was common to fend many from the Door, without 
introducing "em. Itold him my Name was Yitzs 
of Moldavia, and that my Bufinefs at Paris was to 
ftudy in the Academy, in order to my Preferment 
in theChurch. When he had taken this down in 
Writing, with the Hour and Minute of the Day, 
after the Manner of Aftrologers, he begg’d metoex- 
cufe the Neceflity he was under of returning to his 
Company ; and fo I took my leave. 

Not many Days after, I went to him again, full 
of Hopes that I fhould benefit much by his Compa- ’ 
ny. But as foon as he faw me, he furpriz’d me 
with this Language: 

Sir, You bave ventur’d much in coming to me; For 
now tis in my Power to difcover you and your Bufi- 
nefs in this City. But if I foould betray any Man, 
my Gift would be taken from me. Tam neither a Fol- 

| lower of Mofes, Jefus, or Mahomet, wor of any Set 
that is nowextant on Earth: But I adore the Spirit. 
and Soul of the Univerfe, which is Eternal and In- 
finite. Therefore I bate no Man for bis Religion, let 
it be what it will, And you that are not what you 

 feem tobe, foall receive no more Hurt from me in this 
Place than the Coadjutor of Paris: For Lam of wo Par- 

| ty or Fa&ion. الله‎ Men are equally. my Friends, 
who do me no Wrong, and every Place is my 
Home. 


Thou 
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Thou may’ft imagine that I was in no fmall Afto- 
nifhment at this Difcourfe. But recollecting my ٠ 
Spirits, and confidering it had always been my Opi- — 
nion, That thefe Fortune-Tellersdeal by Confede- | 


racy ; and fufpecting that my Name being known 
to him fo long before, it was not difficult for him 
to inform himfelf femething of me; or that fome 


Body 6f his Acquaintance who knew me, had feen 


me go in and out from him, and fo told him fome 


way diffatify’d, faying, di will be but loft Time te 
bearken any longer to you; For [perceive you know ne- 
thing of me, in telling me Din not the Man Ifeem to be. 
No, reply’dhe, with an obliging Kind of Earneftnets, 
90% are an Ayabian, and ferve fome Eaftern Prince 
incognito. Then he went on, and told me ina few, 


Words fome former Paffages of my Life. . Hehint- | 
ed at the Dangers I had been in, during my Refi- _ 


dence at Paris; mention’d my Captivity at Pa/er- 
mo and the Re-encounter I had with my old Sici/z- 
an Mafter. To be brief, he told mefo many other 


Things which I knew to be true of my felf, that I | 


grew very uneafy in his Company, and yet durit 
not depart from him of a fudden, or fhew any Dif- 
content. But muftering together all the Difimu- 


‘ation and Artifice I could, I turn’d the Difcourfe È 


to other Subjeéis; feeming very importunate to 


Jearn Afro/ogy of him, and promifing him a large 


Gratuity, if he would teach me, I fairly took Leave, 
refolving, if poflible, never to fee him more. 


Never was a Man in greater Anxiety than I was” 
when I came Home to my Chamber, and ponder’d - 


what had pafs’d between this Stranger and me. I 


am not credulous of Miracles, Prophecies, or pres 
. tended Revelations. Yet I proteft folemnly, I could — 
° not forbear thinking he was endu’d with an extra- 


ordinary Faculty of divining, or at leaft that he 


was an excellent A/frologer. Nay, to this day I know 


not 


of my Circumftances. I made a Shew of goinga-. 
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mot well what to conclude of him. He may, for 
ought I know, bea Demon incarnate; or perhaps 
he is a Magician. Sometimes I think one thing, 
and fometimes another. If he performs thefe pro- 
phetick Parts by Confederacy, ftill Pm at a lofs 
how.he fhould come to know fo much of me, who 
always thought my felf the privateft Man in Paris, 
and have negle&ed no Methods that were proper to 
xender me fuch in truth. ‘Then lfufpe& my old 
Sicilian Matter is one of this Man’s Correfpondents, 
and has told him fome of my Circumitances: For I 
haye no Reafon to be jealous of Elachim the Fez. 
Tt muft be fome fuch Way, or elfe he is more than 
a Man, that.can thus readily penetrate into the Se- 
crets of a Stranger. ' 

Sage Kaimachan, I pray God defend thee from 
the Snares of Counterfeits and falfe Pretenders, 


Paris, 13th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1663. 


SOK TAT TS ee 
To the Captain Bafla. 


1 THAT Tam going to relate wou'd feem in- 
W credible to my felf, and for that Reafon I 
wou'd not give it any Room ina Letter to all the 
difcerning Minifters of the Porte, were it not con- 
firm’d by Letters from feveral Merchants in the 
North Parts of Holland, to their Correfpondentsin 
this City. And they all agree, That on the 9th 
Day of the Moon of November, a ftrange Man wag 
feen to float on the Sea near the Shore, being fup- 
ported by a Piece of Timber, on which he fate - 
with a Bottle of itrong Waters in his Hand. Thole 
i off} ش‎ 4 wha 
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who firft beheld this Spectacle, were fifhing ina 
{mall Boat; and judging him to be the Relick of 
fome Shipwreck (for there had been violent Tem- 
ملاعم‎ in thofe Seas about that time) made up to 
him, and took him into their Skiff. He expre&d 
his Gratitude for this Kindnefs in the belt Manner . 
he cou’d, (for no body underftood his Language. ( 
And when he was come afhore, he fell'on. his 
Knees; and having lift up his Eyes and Hands to 
Heaven, he proftrated himfelf, and kifs’d the Earth. 
His Garments were made of the Skins of Fifhes, 
the Hair of his Head of a flaxen Colour, and he 
feem’d not to be faint for want of Suftenance: 
Which made every one conclude, that he had kept | 
up his Spirits with that chymical Liquor in the Bot- — 
tle, which was near half emptied. | 

As foon as he faw the rifing Moon, he fell on | 
his Face, and mutter’d certain barbarous Words, — 
knocking his Forehead againft the Ground: ‘Then | 
he rofe and danc’d after a wild: Manner, finging | 
pretty natural Airs; and at every Stop, with his ' 
‘right Hand extended, pointed to that Planet, ex- ١ 
prefling both in ‘Tone and A&ions much Devotion | 
and~Love. 1 

Many learned Men were {ent for; to confider of — 
this Stranger, and if poffible, by Signs or other 
Means, to difcover from whence heicame, and what 
Fate or Accidents had thus abandon’d him to the Fu- — 
ry of the Winds and Waves, to the Extremity of 
_ Hunger, Cold and Watching ; and to the devour-. 
ing Jaws of Sea-Monfters. But all their Efforts 
were unfuccefsful; they fpoke to him in feveral 
Languages, he anfwer’d them, but ftill in a Diale& 
different from any of theirs, and altogether un-— 
known. He-feem’d to utter his Words in a Tone 
between whiftling and finging; which made fome 
conclude he was a Chinz/e, becaufe that People 
pronounce many of their Letters after the fame 

man- — 
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manner. So do the Inhabitants of Tvxguin and 
Ma/abar, with other Kingdoms in the Eat of df ; 
and Letters with them are as fignificant as Words 
with the Ewropeans.. ‘They fhew’d him Globes and 
Maps of the World, done by feveral Hands, and in 
various Languages, with particular Charts of all the 
maritime Regions on Earth. But to no other pur- 
pofe than to excite hisDevotion afrefh to the Moon, 
whofe Refemblance he faw on fome of thofe Pa- 
pers. He would {mile at that Sight, kifs his Fore- 
finger, and with a religious Complaifance touch 
the Figure of that Planet: Then feeming to be in 
a wonderful good Humour, he would turn round 
and fall a dancing, with his Arms ftretch°d and 
turn’d in the fame Pofture as thofe Who ufe Cafta- 
gnets, or Cymbals. Singing all the while a fort of 
inarticulate Sounds, but furprizingly mufical and 
fweet.. So that no body knew what to make of 
him. 

He appear’d very temperate, modelt, and refign'd, 
refufing no Meats or Drinks that were offer’d him, 
yet neither eat nor drank toexcefs: Neither was he 
difcontented at his Lodging, or any other Ufage ; 
tho’ they tried to vex him feveral ways, that they 
might fee how he would vent his Paifion. But he 
fmiled at all, and fubmitted patiently to every 
thing they impofed on him. 

One thing was obfervable, that where-ever he 
_ faw any Water, he would run to it immediately, 
and wafh himfelf, as well as he could in thofe Cir- 
cumftances, never forgetting to fprinkle fome to- 
ward that Part of the Heaven where the Moon was 
vifible. And when they led him into the Fields 
or Gardens, he would crop the Grafs and Flowers, 
and with a compofed Look wou’d throw them up 
_in the Air, adding fuch religious Geftures as con- 
vine’d every one, that he did it in Honour of fome 


Powerabove. Various were the Conjectures of Men | 
G 


2 about 


124 Lerrers/rit by Vol. Vi, 
about him; fome were of one Opinion, and others 
of a quite different. No body could pofitively تلم‎ 
clude any thing. Neither is it poflible, as I’m in- 
form’d, for the wifeft Men in thofe Parts to find out 
this Myftery. i 

Perhaps he’s fuch another as Imaum Rapibabet, 
a Perfian Writer, mentions, who in the Year of the 
Hegira 502, was taken up by a Merchant-Ship of 
India, in the Streights of Badel Mandel, pretend- 
ing to be dumb, but capable of hearing, writing, 
and exprefling himfelf feveral other Ways, if any 
body could have underftoood his Language. At 
laft he was found to be an Ethiopian Slave, run a- 
way from his Mafter; an ingenious Fellow, and 
one that fpokè all the Languages of thofe Parts; 
and therefore that he might be admir’d, would be 
fure to write ina Character of his own Invention, 
which the greateft Sages could not read. 

Mighty Bafa, thou encounterefton that Element 
with ftrange Monfters, and Creatures under no 
Name or Predicament that isknown; yet none fo 
terrible and dangerous as Cheats and Impoftors, 
From which I pray Heaven defend thee and me: 
For they infeft both the Sea and Land. 


Paris, 17th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1663. 
| فر سن ا‎ RAI: 
Zo Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew af 
Vienna. 


5 ì ‘HE Termofouriong mutualSilence,enjoyn’d 


uy our Saperiors, is now happily expir’d ; 
acd vo h ve vith good Succefs manag’d our fepa- 
. rate 
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rate Parts, without holding any Correfpondence to- 
gether. ‘This was only a '{rial of our Fidelity, 
Conduét, and Obedience; Or perhaps ’twas no 
more than a Caprice of Policy, or a vain Whim of 
State For ‘tisufual with great Men, thus to pra- 
étife Experiments on thofe whom they مولعل‎ to 
employ in the moft important Affairs. Whatever 
it be, we have acquitted ourfelves like trufiy 
Slaves ; and that's enough for us. 

This comes to thy Hand by an Armenian Mer- 
chant, one in whom I confide. Here are abun- 
dance of that Nation in Pars, and other Parts of 
France. ‘They travel up and down from one Cofin- 
try and City to another, under the Pretext of Tra- 
ding ; but arereally Spies, fent fron? the Princes of 
the Ea/?, to obferve the Counfels of thefe Wefern 
Courts, the Defigns of Nazarene Monarchs, and to 
take an exact Eftimate of the Strengh and Riches 
of thefe Infidels. For, tho’ they outwardly profefs 
themfelves to be Followers of Fefus, yet in their 
Hearts they believe the 4/coran, and honour Mabs- 
met our holy Lawgiver. 

There is a Kind of Magick in Truth, which for- 
cibly carries the Mind along withit. Men readily 
embrace the Dittates of fincere Reafon, yet thofe 
of thy Nation are obftinate, and fhut their Eyes 
wilfully againt the very Light of Nature. You 


over-value your felves and your Lineage, becau’e- 


* vouare the Pofterity of J/aac, the Son of Saran, 
the Free-woman and Wife of Jérabim ; reproach. 
ing us, that we are the Oi-fpring of I/mae/ the Son 
ef Hagar, a Concubine and Slave. You confider 
not that L/mael was the E/de/t Son of that glorious 
Patriarch; and that by the Law ef Mo/es it is en- 
acted, That the Fir/f-born Son fhall-inherit his Fa- 
ther’s Patrimony, tho” he were the Son of a bafe 
abje& Slave, or hated Concubine. Did Mo/es make 
a Law svi to that of his Fathers: Or, coud 
G3 . dbra 
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Lbrabim the Beloved of Gon, do any thing contra- 
ry to the Divine Will? How then cou’d he be guil- 
ty of difinheriting J/mae/ his eldet Son, the Flower 
of his Strength, and firft Fruit of his Vigor? Doubt- 
lefs the Majeity and Light of God which paffed from 
Adam to Seth, Enoch, Noah, and Ibrahim, -refted 
alfo on J/mael, Heir apparent of the Divine Promi- 
fes, Father of many Princes and noble, Nations. 
Let thofe therefore of thy Nation ceafe to boatt 
of their Pedigree, and exalt themfelves above the 
victorious and triumphant J/maelites, Children of a 
high Stock, a Race wherein fhines forth the Luft- 
reof the ancient Renown, and the Right of Primo- 
geniture: A Lineage of illuftrious Honour, multi- 


plied as the Léaves of the Trees, numerous as the - 


Stars of Heaven, profperous in all things, by the 
fpecial Benediction of Gop. Whereas thou know", 

the Z/rae/ites never made any great Figure on Earth, 
and are now reputed no better than Vagabonds 
throughout the World. 


Your Rabbi's Reply to this, by owning that our O 


Father J/mae/ was indeed a great Prince, but that 
he was withal a wild and falvage Man, who fupport- 
ed his Nobility andGrandeur by Rapine and Blood, 
dwelling altogether in Defarts and unfrequented 
Places; robbing the Caravans of Merchants and 
Travellers; opprefling the Peor, and murdering 
the Innocent. In fine, they give this Character of 


him, That bis Hand was againft every Man, and eve- 


ry Mans Hand againft him. 

To this Accufation they alfo add another, That 
the Princes of the Eaf whe defcend from I/mael 
have all along, even to this Day, eftablifhed their 
Thrones in Cruelty, Maffacres, and Parricides ; 


Fathers bereaving their Children of the Lives they È 


gave ‘em, and Children putting their Parents to 
Death; Brothers murdering Brothers, and  facri- 
ficing their neareft Relations to’ the Maxims of a 

barbarous 


_ ARR 


te 
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_ barbarous Policy, the refilefs Sufpicions of State. 


And that all this is more efpecially manifeft in the | 
fublime Houfe-of the invincible Ottomans. 

Thefe are the: Charges of Hebrew Spight, the 
Slanders which your Doétors caft on the Progeny of 
Ibrabîm, evenon Ljmae/andhis Children, to this 
Day. But Lowould have thee, Nathan, reflect im- 
partially on ‘Things, and fufter not thy Judgment 
to be impofed on by the Sophiftry of your Scribes. 
Look back to the Primitive Times of Ifrael, exa- 
mine the written Law, the Records of Mo/es and the 
Seniors. There thou wilt meet with frequent Ex- 
amples of thofe very.Crimes which you'lay to gur 
Charge); true Parallels.of the fuppofed Tyranny and 
inhuman .A&ionsy with which you,tax the unble- 
mifh'd' D/maelites.’ 

Did not your Father Facod fapplant his own el- 
deft'Brother E/auw?. Did he not cheat his Uncle La- 
ban of his Sheep? What was wanting to him of 1/2 
maePs Valour and Fiercenefs, hedupplied with a 
Fox-like Craft and Subtilty. . Yeti how ofteh did he 
plunder the Children of Hamer ; and boafted after- 
wards.of the Preys.he had taken from them with 
his Bow and Spear? 

When your Fathers came out of ‘Egypt, what a 
Carnage did Mo/es their Leader commit, when he 
commanded the Sons of Led to arife with their 
Swords in their Hands, and every Man to kill his 
Brother, his Friend, and his Neighbour; fo that 


‘there fell that Day, at the Foot of Mount Sinai, 
Three and Twenty Thoufand Men; Yet for the 
“Sake of this deteftable Tragedy he bleffed ’em, fay- 


ing, You have ‘confecratea your Hands this Day in 
Blood, every Man inthe Blood of bis Neighbour. Be- 
hold the Original of your Priefthood, which is the 
higheft Rank of Nobility among the Fes. 0 © 


G4, / eRe. 
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Remember how your Fathers almoft cut off the 
whole Race of Benjamin, fo that there were not 
above fix hundred Men of that Tribe left alive. For- 
get not alfo, how Abimelech of the Tribe of 8 
got the Sovereignty by maffacring feventy of his 
ewn Brothers on one Stone. Your own. Records. 
fay, That Gop gave you. Kings in his Wrath, among 
whom there was not one who was not a Man of 
Blood. And in the whole Catalogue you can fearce 
find four who were not tainted with Sacrilege, Ido 
latry,. and other enormous Vices. 

In a word, Nathan,. both the Sons of عمط‎ and 
Laae were but Men; and if thou haft nothing elfe 
to obje& againft the former, but what thou mut 
confefs the latter was equally guilty of, I advife 
thee henceforth to lay thy Hand upon thy Mouth, 
and ceafe to fpeak Evil of thofe againit whom no: 
Man can fharpen his Tongue or Pen and profper. 


Paris, 22d of the 2d Moon, 
sf the Year 1663. 


Disk TAs RR Oe: 
To the fame. 


‘ Concluded my other Letter fomething imper- 
fe&ly, and mort of my Defign ; being interrupt- 

ed by a fudden Deluge of Humours overHowing my 
Eyes, accompanied with a Tempeit in my Head,, 
which at once took from me the Power of thinking 
regularly, and of feeing how to writes. J am.often 
fubje& to thefe Weakneffes of late, and to many 
other Maladies. My Body-fenfibly decays; Age and! 
Care, Watching and Sicknefs, with a thoufand Ca- 
fualties. 
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fualties befide, have almoft diffolv’d this congeal’d 
Medly of the Elements. Methinks, Jam now no 
more than a poor Skeleton, to which Nature and 
Fortune have left a dry wither’d Skin, for Mode- 
fty'sfake, to cover its Nakednefs ; with a few eva- 
cuated Veins and. Arteries; fhrunk Sinews, Ten- 
dons, Mufcles, and Cartilages, totack this Machine 
of Bones together, and keep it in Motion. In a 
word, I feem to my felf to be only a Hudbgebliz or 
Ghoft in difguife; I cannot fay incarnate, (for I’ve 
loft all my Flefh ) but only bag'd or clouted: up in 
the moft contemptible Shreds, Rags, and antiqua> 
ted Relicks of Mortality, like a Maud/in or Scar?- 
crow, I hang together by Geometry. 

Yet, fuchas [am at thefe Years, Pftill poffefsat’ 
certain Seafons more ferene and vigorous Thoughts, 
than inthe Days of my Youth, when I was full 
of Marrow and good Blood. I can feel my Soul 
fometimes fluttering her Wings, and brifkly: fha- 
king off the heavy flimy Clogs of Earth, of Sleep, 
and of enchanted Life, or liviig Death. | She -ftruts 
and plumes herfelf,- fhe mounts aloft and glides 
inhappy, tho’ but momentary Foretaftes of eter- 
nal Blifs. And then lur’d down again by Charms 
of her accuftom’d' Eafe and Pleafure in the Flefh,. 
fhe comes to Hand at call, and being hoodwink'd 
from the radiant Light of Heaven,. fhe tamely 
perches on the meaneft fenfual Appetite, which 
cafily conveys her to her wonted :Darknefs, ‘Phis - 
is the changeable State of Mortals, and we muft 
not expect a fixed Condition onthis fide the Sepul- 
chre, the Noble and: the Vulzar are equally liable 
to thefe Inconftancies of Spirit; neither- can ‘the: 
more exalted.State of: Sovereign Monarchs, privi-- 
lese them -from the common Frailties of Mankind. 
‘They are. no -otherwife. diftinguifh’d from the: 
meanest of their Slaves, than only by the* Vaft-- 
nefs of their. Poffeflions, «their numerous Retinue;. 

5 اع‎ their: 
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their unlimited Power, and the vain’ Pageantry 5 


external Honour. 


Ifwe examine the Obeht of Nobility, and Royal — 
Grandeur; if we trace the Genealogies of Princes 
and Potentates up to their Fountain, we fhall find 
the firft Fathers of thefe noify Pedigrees to be'cruel | 
Butchers of Men, Oppreffors, Tyrants, perfidious — 
'Truce-breakers و‎ Robbers, and Parricides. In a 
word, the moft primitive Nobility was no other 
than potent Wickednefs, or dignified Impiety. And 
all the fucceffive Continuations of it by Inheritance, _ 
Election, or otherwife, even to thefe Modern Times, 
aie but fo many Traduéts of exorbitant Power and 
Honour, acquir’d and propagated by the moft enor- 
mous Vices, Oy Practices unworthy of Men, and of 
which the Authors themfelves are alwavs afham’d. 
Therefore they cover their unjuit Encroachments 
and Invafions, with the fpecious Pretexts of Juftice 
and Virtue, calling that Conqueft, which is no other 
than downright Robbery, and profefling themfelves 
Patrons of Mens Liberties and Rights, Religion and 
Laws, whilft in Effect they are the greateft Oppref- 
fors, Hypocrites, Atheilts, and Out-laws in the 
World. 

This is not only true in the Race of J/mael and 
Ifaac, of whom I made mention in my other Letter, 
but in all the Families which have ever made any 
. eminent Figure and-Noife in the World. 

What were the four renown’d Monarchies, but fo 
many Empires of Bazditti, Governments of Free- 
booters, Pyrates, and Licensd Thieves? As Diomedes 
told Alexander the Great, I, fays he, becaufe I play 
the private Corfair, and cruize up and down the Seas 
with one fingleShip,am accus'd as aPyrate: Thou that 
dof? the fame thing with a mighty Fleet, art call'd an 
Emperor. Jf thou wert alone, and a Captive, as Lam, 
they would effeem thee no better than a Thief: And 
were I at the Head of a numerous army, as thou art, I 


feud 
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— fpowd be reverenced as an Emperor. For as to the Fu-. 
' ffice of our Caufe, there is no other Difference but this, 
That thou doft more Mifchief than I. Misfortune has 
compell’d me to be a Thief; whereas nothing but an 
intolerable Pride, and infatiable Avarice, puts thee 
upon the fame Courfe of Life. If Fortune would prove 
more favour able to me, perbaps I might become better: 
Whereas, thy continual Succeffes make thee but the 
worfe. Alexander admiring the Boldnefs of the Man,. 
and the Refolutenefs of his Spirit, gave him a Com- 
. mand in his Army, that fo he might rob and plun- 
der from thenceforth by Authority. 

* But 1 fhould have begun higher in Antiquity veith: 
the Empire of the 4/jrians, founded by Niz4s, in 
the Blood and Slaughter, Ruin and Deftruéction of all 
his Neighbours, and increas’d after the fame Me- 
thods by his Wife Semiramis, who begging of her 
Hufband, that fhe might reign for five Days, and 
he granting her Requeft, fhe put on the Royal Or- 
naments, and fitting on the ‘Throne of uncontroul- 
able Majefty, commanded the Guards to degrade and 
kill her Hufband. Which being done, fhe fucceeded 
in the Empire, adding Etzopia to her other Domi- 
nions, carrying a War into 428014, and encompafling 
Babylon with a magnificent Wall; at laft fhe was 
kill'd by her Son Ninyas. Thus was the و‎ 
Monarchy eftablith’d in Regicides, Maflacres, and 
Carnage. And by the fame Methods ’twas tranfla- 

ed by 4rbaéius to the Medes; he having caus’d 
Sardanapalas, the lait and moft effeminate of all the 
Affyrian Kings, to die in the midft of his Concu- 
bines. ‘Thus was T'reachery and Murther handed 
down with the Sovereign Power; till at length Cy- 
rus the Perfian, transferr’d them to this Country s. 
whofe Son, Cambyfes, raistd the fecond univerfal 


_/ Monarchy, on the additional Ruins of many other 


Kingdoms, cementing it with the Blood of his Bro- 
ther and his Son. Yet, after all, it was tranflated 
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to the Macedonians, by Alexander the Great, not | 
without an equal Guilt of Parricide, and other exor- 
bitant Vices. Fromm whom at lait it devolv’d to the 
Romans. 

What need I mention the fcandalous-Birth of Ro-- 
mulus and Remus, the Twin-Sons of an-inceftuous 
Veftal? Or, their debauch’d Education under a com-. 
mon Proititute, fabuloufly veil’d by the Roman Hifto--. 
rians, under the Title of a Wolf, to render.the Ori-- 
gin of their Empire miraculous?. Why fhould I re-- 
count the horrid‘Fratricide committed by Romulus: 
«on. Remus his Brother; or the celebrated Rape له‎ 
Sabine Wives, Virgins, and Widows? Itwill feem. 
invidious, to call to mind the deteftable Murther of 
Titus Tatius, the good old Captain of the Sabines,. 
with many otfier.barbarous Maffacres. Yet, thefe 
enormous Crimes were the Foundations.of.the Ro-- 
mans Grandeur and ‘Nobility, fo formidable: after- 
_ wards to.the whole Earth. And the Superftru&ure- 
was anfwerable, through all the-various Changes and: 
Revolutions of Government, even to the Reign 057 
Augufius Cefar, under whom Rome gam'd the Ti. 
tle of:the-fourth univerfal Monarchy. 

This Emperor, thio. he was efteem’d the moft. 
merciful and juit Prince.on Earth, yet he eftablifh’d. 
his Throne in the Blood of his Kindred, facrifi- 
cing the Children- of his Uncle to the Ends of. 
State:, And.that. he might not deviate from the- 
Royal Ingratitude of other Princes, he barbaroufly : 
-extinguifh’d the Off-fpring of his Father’s Brother, . 
who 2 adopted him to the Inheritance of the.im- 
perial Dignity, fcorning by an unkingly-Tender- 
nefs,.to fpare the glorious Names of dztony and? 
Cleopatra, to whom he was fo nearly related, and: 
who had invefted him with the Power of being fo. 
inhuman. 


I will 


ur: Sy 
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I will not make thee fick by rehearfing the abo- 


- minable Lives and wicked. AQ&ions of the Nero’s, 


Domitian’s, Caligula’s, Heliogabalus’s,. Galienus’s, 
and the reft of thofe Royal Monfters. Hiftory. itfelf 
blufhes to. recite fuch Prodigies of Impiety,.and their 
very. Names. are odious to allGenerations.. 

If we pafs from thefe mighty Empires to Ring- 


| domsof lefs Note, we fhall ftill trace the Footfteps. 


of the fame Vices. Both ancient and modern Re-- 
cords are full of thefe Tragedies. The original: 
Kingdom of the Greeks:took.its Rife from the Parri. 
cide of Dardanus ; and the female Empire of the 
Amazons, began in the barbarous Maffacre.of thejr 
Hufbands. | Ail. Ages and. Nations afford’us Exam- 
ples of this Nature ; and-the higheft Honours, Dig-- 
nities and Commands, were-ever acquir’d and main- 
tain’d by. the higheft Injuftice. 

Therefore,. honeft Nathan,. let thou:and I never- 
envy the Nobles and Grandees of the Earth; but: 
contented in our humble Pofts, fitting under the: 
Umbrellas of a happy Obfcurity, let us ferve the: 


Grand Siguior with Integrity, and:a Zeal: void.of? | 


Injuftice. 
Paris,. 22d of the 2d Moon;, 
of the Year 1663. 


(PP Ee Re 2 
Zo Codarafrad Cheik, 4 Man of the: 


Law, 


Hou:wilt aporove the Sentence. that was ye 
fterday executed on a Frezchman in this City,. 

who faid he was the Son of Gop, and‘had perfuaded 
a great many poor ignorant People to believe him.. 
He was burnt alive for his Blafphemy, and His i : 
ش‎ ck'di 
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kick’d into a Ditch. Had he been conviéted of this ‘ 
horrid Impiety in any of the Grand Signior’s Domi- - 
nions, he had undergone’ the like, or a more terri- 
ble Punifhment: For the A/coram exprefsly fays, 
That God bas neither Wife, Son, Daughter, or Com- 
panion: And that thofe foall fuffer eternal Pains, 
who teach any fuch Doérine. Doubtlefs there is but 
one God, and the Eterna/ Unity cannot be divided, 
or multiply’d, to make more Gods in Fra&ion, or 
procreate an Off-fpring of diminutive Deities. He, 
the Father of all Things, dwells in eternal Solitude, 
and from an infinite Retirement, beholds the vari- 
es Generations of the Univerfe ; they are all equal 
ly his Of-fpring, and ’tis Blafphemy to affirm he has 
a Son, or a Dapghter, or 4 Companion like unto him- 
felf. For he is uncreated, unbegotten, and entire: 
Sole Poffeflor of his own Glory, without Rival or 
Competitor. ‘There was none before him, neither 
{hall there be any after him. He is without Begin-~ 
ning or End. 7 3 mà 

But thefe Infidels harbour ftrange Opinions about 

a Trinity of Gods, and follow the Doétrines of Her- 
mes, Trifmegifius, Pluto, Plotinus, and other Pagan: 
Philsfophers, who afferted a Triad in the Deity; and: 
on that Bafis, founded all the Polytheifm of the Gen- 
tiles. Hence Pythagoras drew his Tetragrammaton,. 
‘by playing the chymical Arithmetician, and extratt- 
ing a Quaternity out of Loree, But the Poets, not 
puzzling their Heads with the Myfteries of thefe 
Divine and unintelligible Numbers, deliver'd their 
Theology in plain, grofs. Fictions, fuitable to the 
_ Capacities of the Vulgar: One midwifing a Goddefs 
out of Fupiter’s Brains: Another flarting a God from 
his Thigh. But this Silly Fellow could not derive his 
Pedigree fo near as from a little Toe of the Divinity. 
Therefore, he was defervedly reduc’d to his firft 
Atoms, and fpurn’d out of the World, , aay 


The 
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The French have various Kinds of Punifhments 


~ for Malefa&ors, but none more terrible than break- 


ing on the Wheel. This is inflicted only on notori- 

. ous Criminals, and the Manner is thus: The Purty 
condemn’d is-faften’d to a Wheel, with his Arms 
and Legs extended to their full Length and Wide- 
nefs. Then comes the Executioner, and with an I- 
ron Bar breaks one Bone after another, tillthe mife-. 
rable Wretch is in the Agonies of Death, and fo he 
is left to expire in unutterable Torments: For, fome 

Men of ftrong Conftitutions, will retain Life in this 
Condition for twelve or more Hours together. 

Honourable Codarafrad, tho’ the Executioreof 

the Eaft are more {wift and furprizing, than thofe 
in the Weft; yet they are not comparable to them 
for Cruelty : The worft Death being but a Minute’s 
Pain. 

_ Sage Cheik, I reverence thy accomplifh’d Know- 
ledge in the Laws of Equity. and Juftice, 


Paris, 154 of the 34 Moon, 
of the Year 1663. 


The End of the Second Book. 
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BOOK. III 


ERIC eR 
To Solyman his Coufin, at Chalcedon:. 


ee eens Commend thee for removing thus: 
ent from Place to Place; and cou’d 
She with-that thou would’it.not only 
Ahi exchange thy. Refidénce thro’ all: 
vei the Cities feated on the Bo/pho- 

res rus, Propontis, Euxine Sea, and 
the Hel/efport; but vifit by Turns all.the famous 
Marts in the World. 

Praife be to God,weare not born in Mufcovy, Raffa; - 
China, or under the narrow-foul’d Governments of 
Lycurgus, Plate, and fuch. kind of jealous Law: 

givers n 


ع 
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” siverss where it would be lefs Punifhment, than 


the Lofs of one’s Eyes, Ears, and Feet, if not of 
Life itfelf, to travel out of his native Country, or 
for a Stranger to come in, excepting Foreign Am- 
baffadors and Agents, who in China are forced to 
travel with their Faces veil’d or muffled from the: 
Confines to the Court, left they fhould fpy the 
Difadvantages of the Country. 

_ Doubtlefs this is repugnant to the Law of Na- 
ture and Nations, an Oppreflion of Humanity, and 
directly oppofite to the Purpofe of Gop, when 
he defign’d and made us for fociable Creatures: 
For, the whole Earth is but as one Country go 
Province, common to Men and Beafts. *Tis our 
Element, and therefore we ought to, be free in it, 
to range where we pleafe, as the Fowls do in the 
Air, and the Fifh in the Sea, without any Law, 


| Reftrainty or Injury. Such. a Thought as this, 


made Socrates, when he was afk’d, What Country- 

man be was? anfwer, I am.a Native of the Uni- 

verle, and therefore free to live where I will. 
Thow know'it our Coufin Z/ozf has travell’d over 


all Afia and Africk, with fome Parts of Europe. 


My Brother Pe/feli Hali, has alfo vifited many Re-. 
gions in the Eat. Both of them have improv’d 
their Eftates and. Fortunes in the World, the one at 
Afiracan, the other at Conffantinople. Follow their 
Steps, and thou may’ft have thy Heart’s Content. 
Go, and obferve the different Manners of Men, 
their various Cuftoms, Laws and Religions. Sur- 
vey the Mountains, Vallies, Defarts, Rivers, Lakes, 
Seas, Cities, Ca/tles, Palaces, and all the other 
defirable Objeéts, which embellifh this Globe. 
But beware of the Infirmity of moft Travellers, 
who, Cazzelion-like, change their Humour and: 
Manners as the Regions vary thro’ which they pafs: 
Meer Mimicks, Buffoons and Apes, who place their 


Excellency in imitating every, Thing they fee, or 


mee, 


Seale 
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meet with. Thus degenerating from themfelves 3 
inftead of improving their Minds in true Science and 
Wifdom, and hardening their Bodies to endure pati-. 
ently the Injuries of the Elements, with all the Fa- 
tigues and Contingencies of human Life, which are 
the chief Ends of travelling, next to that of learning 
how to ferve our Sovereign and our Country ina . 
more refined Manner. 

Solyman, never think that fit wilt deferve the. 
Charaéter of a prudent Traveller, if at thy Return 
thou canft only boaft of ftrange and incredible things 
thou haft feen, tell monitrous Romances, and Fiéti- 
مين"‎ more fabulous than thofe of the Gentile Poets. 
Aim at folid Knowledge, and the Improvements of 
a rational Creature. As thou goeft out a Muful- 
man, fo return; but with all the Advantages that 
may recommend thee for a Perfon aceomplifh’d 
in Hiffory, Morals, Politicks, and Divine Philofo- 
poy. 

If thou dareft not undertake a Ramble at large, 6ع‎ © 
to thy Coufin Z/ouf at Afracan, where he is fettled 
in a Way of Traffick and Merchandize. Take thy 
Voyage by the Black Sea,and the Palas Maotis. Catt 
thy Eyes on the antient Kingdom of Co/cbis, as thou 


٠.  faileft by her Shores; confider the oat of the 


| Mingrelians, Circaffans, and Tartars, with the reft 
of the People through whofe Territories thou wilt 
pafs. And when thou arriveft at 4racan, tell my 
Coufin [/uf, that 1 wifh’d thee to take this Courfe: 
He will refpe& thee for thy Uncle’s Recommen- 
dation. Shew him this Letter, and let his own 
Eyes fee the Hand-writing of Achmut, the aged, 
weather-beaten Slave of the Farth’s Great Sove- 
reign; the old, grey, erifled Watchman of the Sub- 
lime Porte, which is the Refuge of Mortals. He will 
find many Opportunities to advance thee. But I. 
advife thee to wean thy felf from all Fondnefs, 
Inconftancy, and'Difcontent. Be true to thy Fruit, © 
 fedu- 
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fedulous and aftive, patient and refign’d. Take all 
«things as they come from Deftiny, without being 
peevifh or fretful. 

So may God blefs thee, and give thee the Riches 
of the Earth, and the {weet Influences of Heaven; 
make thee happy here and hereafter. F snap may 
. thy Reft be on high in Paradife. 


Paris, 1/7 of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1663. 


” 
È do Sided ii Mah gi a ets 03: 


To Pefteli Hali, bis Brother, Mafter of 
the Cuftoms at Conftantinople. 


Here is no doubt, but when thou waft in the 
Indies, the Names of Sultan Dara, Szjah, 
Aurengzebe,and Morad Batche, were notlefs known 
to thee, than that of their Father Cha Zeberx, the 
Grand Mogul. Thy Bufinefs as well as Curiofity, 
call’d thee often to the Court, where thou haft 
heard the Characters of thefe young Princes, whofe 
early Years furnifh’d the World with Matter of 
Noife and great Expectations, and. gave the old 
Monarch that begat ’em Trouble and Care enough 
to keep them in Order, and prevent their Machi- 
nations againft one another as well as againft him- 
felf. For in thofe Days he faw his Family divided 
into Faftions, and a Royal Envy mix’d with Am- 
bition, whetting Brothers and Sifters againft each 
other, who by Nature were made for the Offices 
of reciprocal Love. 
Surely, ’tis but a glorious Infelicity for Children 
to be thus born Candidates of a Crown, when each 
is 
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is oblig’d by a Principle of Self Prefervatiori, to 
‘purfue his Claim, in a Method wholly repugnant | 
to Humanity, and the Affection that is due to — 
thofe of the fame Blood: When fhakihg off all | 
‘Tendernefs and Compaffion, the Sons of one Mo- 
ther muft fheath their Swords in each others Bowelss _ 
to prevent their own Fate; and ravifh a Crown 
by Force, to fave their Lives. 

Yet this is the Misfortune of all the Eafera 
Courts, that they cannot fee a Prince afcend the 
Throne without the Slaughter of his Brethren, 
and all that can be fufpe@ted to. pretend, or ftand — 

én Competition with him for the Sovereignty. 5 

However, it muft be confefs’d that the 77414 | 
Policy in this Point is far more generous than that | 
of the Ottomans or Perfians ; who either imme- 
diately after their Poffeflon of the Throne, murder | 

“in cold Blood all the reft of their Lineage s or at. 
leaf imprifon them in fome dark Dungeon during — 
their Lives, and not feldom put out their Eyes. And | 
this is owing to the Difadvantage the unhappy Chil- — 
dren of our Monarchs lie under, in that from their | 
Infancy they are confin’d to the Serag/io, and edu- 
cated under the Tutelage of Women and Eunuchs, © 
even during the whole Life of their Father; fo — 
that he who is advane’d to the Throne, has all the — 
reft in his Cuftody the firft Hour of his Reign. | 

Whereas, in Zudoffan the Princes of the Blood 
are committed to able and learned Tutors, and as 
they grow in Years, increafing alfo in Knowledge; | 
Wifdom and Courage, they are difpofed of, every. 
one fuitable to his Capacity. Some being made |. 
Minifters of State,~others Generals. of Armies, or | 
Governors of Provinces: Whereby each is put in | 
a Condition to make Parties for himfelf, among the: 
Grandees and thofe of inferior Degree, and to: 
fortify his Intereft in Court-and City, Country and | 
Camp.. ‘Thus an open Field is left for. all to 0 | 

their 
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their Wit and Courage in, for the Sake of Inheri- . 
tance; and "tis more equal to let them nobly fkir- 
mith for a Crown, and make a warlike Lottery for 
Life or Death, than fet up one with the Advantage 
and Character of a Butcher, and turn the Serai//’ 
to a Shambles, always polluted with Royal innocent 
Blood. 

But every State purfues its own Maxims; and 
there are not wanting Men of the Law, who jullify 
this inhuman Conduét of our Sultans, as the on] 
Means to prevent publick Diftractions and civil 
Wars; which always happen where there are many 
Pretenders to the Imperial Dignity 5 as it lately fef 
out in the /ydies. 

I need not acquaint thee with wl?at particular 
Dignities and Commands the Great Mogul invetted 
his four Sons. Thou could’ft fufficiently inform thy .. 
felf of thefe things when thou waft at DeA/i, the Ca. 
pital City of Zndofan. Neither need I fay any thing 

of Rauchenara Begum, or his Sifter Saheb, the two 
Daughters of Cha Iekan. Thou haft been there in 
Perfon; know” more of thefe things than I, who 
am oblig’d to the Merchants and Travellers for all 
my Intelligence of the Indian Affairs. 

But I can certify thee of fomething which has 
been tranfacted there fince thy Return to Coxfanti- 
nople; the Fame whereof perhaps is not yet arriv’d 
to the Imperial City. 

Know then, that in the Year 1655, a Rumour 
being fpread abroad through the Provinces of India, 
that Cha Zeban was dead, each of his four Sons be- 
gan to lay about him for the Crown. They did all 
that ds ufual in fuch Cafes for ambitious Perfons to 
do, by courting the Omrabs and Rajabs with large 

_ Prefents and larger Promifes, by obliging the Soldiery 
with immenfe Largefles; in a word, by rouzing 
up the Friendfhip and Integrity of their Adhe- 
‘rents, and by winning over Strangers to their diffe- 

rent 
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rent Parties, with whatfoever elfe was thought ne- 
ceflary to carry on a profperous War againft one 
another: For the innate Defire of reigning had 
equally poffefs’d them all. But Defliny, which ap- 
points and confummates human Events, had referv’d 
the Crown for Aurengzebe, who furpafs’d all the reft 

in Policy and Diffimulation. 

With profound Craft this Prince overreach’d his 
younger Brother Morad Batche, and put him in 
Chains in the midft of Morad’s own Army 3 pacify- 
ing the Officers with Bribes, and the common Sol- 
«diers with Increafe of their Pay, whilft.he fent their 

“General away Prifoner to one of his ftrongeft Caftles, 
This was the firft confiderable Stroke he gave to- 
ward the gàining a Crown. For now he was not 
only rid of one Competitor, and the moft dange- 
rous of all the ret, but alfo became Mafter of his 
Army and all his Treafure; which being join’d to 
his own, put him in a Condition to purfue his good 
Fortune with Succefs. Yet the War lafted almoft 
fix Years; his Brother Sultan Sujah keeping him in. 
play on the Side of Bengal, and Sultan Dara near 
the Capital Cities of Agra and Deb). 

But at Jaft they were both firted to yield to the 
Fortune of Aurengzebe. In fine, he was eftablith’d 
and now fits on the Throne of his Fathers; whilft 
they fell Sacrifices to the Jealoufy and Revenge of 
their victorious Brother; being, as I am inform’, 


. ‘taken Prifoners, and afterwards poifoned, or hur- 


ried out of the World fome other Way. 

Thus paffes away human Glory like a Cloud dri- 
ven before the Wind; or like the Smoak of a Fire, 
which looks bright and gay for a while, crackles and 
gives Heat to all that are near it, but is either fud- 
denly quench’d with Water, or evaporates into Air, — 
and is no more remember’d. E 

Dear Peffeli, confider that this Earth is not our . 
native Country: We are Foreigners here below; | 

let 
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Moie: us improve our felves, by every thing we en. 
| ‘counter, in Knowledge and Virtue, without learn- 
ing the Vanity and Vices of Mortals. 


Paris tb:of the) Gib. Moon, 
of the Year 1663. 


Li BAT itato HI, 
To Ufeph, Bafia. a 


ERE is great Rejoycing-for the Converfion 

of a certain Proteftant Prince to the Faith of 
the Roman Church.’ They call him the Duke of 
Mecklembourgh. He is faid to {pring from an ancient 
Race of Kings among the Vandals. This Court'ca- 
refles him in an extraordinary Manner, as they 
ufually do all Profelytes of his high Sgr as for 
poor and vulgar Converts, they ferve only to be- 
come the Priefts Slaves and Affes: 

The King, who is ftiled The eldef? Son of the 

_ Church, and therefore ought to appear a living De- 
monftration of her boafted Virtues, has been very 
liberal of his Favours to the new Devotee, creating 
him Knight of the Holy Spirit, which is the moft 
fublime Degree of Honour in this Kingdom, next 
to that of being made Peer of the Realm. 

Couriers arrive one at the Heels of another from 
the Duke of Beaufort, who is cruifing about on the 
Mediterranean. But I cannot get a Sight of any of 
them, nor learn what their Exprefles contain. ‘The 
Courtiers and Statefmen here are the very Whirl- 

pools of Intelligence. Whatever News is communi- 
|’ eated-to them, is fwallow"d up and loft for ever in - 
profound Silence. They receive all, but return 
none 
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none again. However, People take the Liberty — 
to guefs every Man according to his Reafon or — 
Fancy. Some fay, the Duke of Beaufort has — 
engaged witha Fleet of Algerines, and driven them - 
into their Harbour with great Lofs on their Side, 
and Triumph on his. Others laugh at this as only 
a Court Romance, who ftrive to prepoffefs the 
Nation with profperous Stories of the King’s Arms, 

+ both by Sea and Land. Whilft a third Sort affirm, 
That thofe Difpatches come not from the Duke of 
Beaufort ; who, they fay, is dead, being kill’d by | 
a Cannon-Bullet, in an Encounter with the Cor- — 
Jas of Barbary: But, that they are fent from 
the next chief Officers in the Tbou/on Fleet, to 
give the King an Account of his Death, and re, 
ceive new Orders. 

In the mean while, we are wholly taken up 
here at prefent with the Reception ot the Szi/s 
Ambaffadors. ‘They made their publick Entry 
into Paris yefterday, after they had been magni- 
ficently entertain’d at the Cafle of the Wood. A 
rhoufand Chariots accompanied them through the 
Streets of Paris. They are brave jolly Perfons, 

Sons of Bacchus, and Hirelings to Mars, flout in 
a Wine-Cellar, and no Cowards in the Field. 

Courteous Bafa, Thou feeft I do not forget 

‘my Friends, but fend to all by ‘Turns, the Advices 
that come to my Hands. I with thou would'it 
favour me with a fhort Sketch of thy Pleafure 
with the Grand Sigzior, in the neighbouring Plaing 
of Adrianople. | 


Paris, 1028 of the 1117 Moon, 
of the Year 1663. 
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LETTER UW. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire, 


2 IS hard to determine whether the French 

King excels moft in Martial Affairs, or in 
thofe of State. He is good at both. His Counfels 
are wife, and his Actions great. A Man both in Bo- 
dy and Mind form’d for Empire: And out-ftripping _ 
his Years in all things fave the Affairs of Love. Thefe” 
indeed he purfues with youthful Vigour.and Paffion, 
being by Nature very amorous, and s{teem’d the 
handfomeftt Prince of this Age, by thofe who confi- 
der a regular Shape, graceful Features, and a maje- 
ftick Awfulnefs in the Face, as the principal Ingre- 
dients in a mafculine Beauty. 

-?Tis certain, he’s very acceptable to the Ladies, 
who are the moft competent Judges in this Cafe. 
And they value him fo much the more, becaufe his 
Love never abates the due Sentiments a Monarch 
ought to have of his Glory... For he gratifies both 
Paffions, without fuffermg them to interfere, mana- 
ging his fofteft Intrigues with fuch exquifite Pru- 
dence, as he ftill comes off a Hero. 

He has had many a Miftrefs, and ’tis a manifeft 
Difcovery of his Wit, that he never faften’d his 
AffeGions on any that deferv’d not the fame Cha- 
rafter. She that has the greateft Share in his Heart 
at prefent, is call’d the Duche/s of Vaujour ; a Wo- 
man raisd to that Title by the King’s Bounty 
for the fake of his Love. She has a refin’d Wit, 
and that's all can be faid in her Praife. For, as to 
her Body, ’twould hardly tempt an indifferent 
Painter to employ his Skill, unlefs it were, in de- 
{cribing what the Zay/or endeavours to hide, and. 
TO H that’s 
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that’s a Deformity much like mine, a remarkable 


Bunch in the Back, yet this great Monarch loves 
her paflionately, and will not be eafily crofs’d in 


«his Amours. 


The Queen and his Mother have endeavour’d by 
divers Methods to reclaim him; but all prove inef- 
fe&tual. A while ago they fet his Confeflor to 
work, who, with abundance of unfeafonable Gra- 
vity, ‘reprefented to the young invincible Monarch, 
the ill Confequences of unlawful Love (for thefe 


“Infidels efteem none Lawful, but what is beftow’d 


ea 


only on one Wife.) He faid all that was proper for 
"a Fefuit to urge on fuch an Occafion, and a great 
‘deal more; threatning the Royal Lover with fevere. 
Penance, snd I know not what. Impatient of this 
| Difcourfe from a Subject, yet refpeCting the Chara- 
éter he bore as a Prieft, the King with a referv’d 
“Countenance, thank’d him for his pious Counfel, 

telling him witha], that for the future he difcharg’d 
him from his Service, being refolv’d to obey the old 
Canons of the Church, and confefs to none but the 
Prieft of the Parifh. Thus the poor Fe/uit was dif- 
carded, and befides the King’s Difpleafure, he has 
drawn upon himfelf the Cenfures and Curfes of his 


‘whole Order, for difobliging fo potent a Monarch 
‘only to pleafe two peevifh Women. | 


Illuftrious Minifter, Kings are as Gods on Earth, 
and they efteem it a Profanation of their Divinity, 
when their Actions are too narrowly fcann'd by their. 
Subjects. 7 
Paris, 7th of the 1/2 Mot, uf 

of the Year 1664. 
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LETTER V. 


To Pefteli Hali, bis Brother, Mafter of 
the Grand Signior’s Cuftoms at Con- 
> ftantinople. 


HE News which thy Letter imparts, would 
affect me with incredible Delight, were fuch 

a thing poflible to come to pafs. Itis a long time 

fince I have been weary of dwelling in Paris, and. 
of converfing only with Infidels. There is a perfe&” 

Antipathy between their Humours and mine. And 

*tis no fmall Violence a Man does to his Nature in _ 
fuch a Cafe, when all his Actions and Words are 
counterfeited. This goes mightily againît the Grain. 

But I have thought nothing too much to do orfuffer 
for our great Mafter’s Intereft: And I’m ftill of the, 
fame Refolution. Yet Nature itfelf abhors Force and 

Reftraint. "Therefore *twould be a vaft Comfort to 

be recall’d from this difagreeable Station, and plac’d 

in fome other Poft, where I might ferve Gop and 
the Grand Signior “with more Eafe. 

.. Befides, I have met with nothing but Perfecutions 
and Reproaches from fome at the Serag/io, ever fince 
I came to this City; as I have often hinted in my 
| Difpatches to the Grandes, and particularly once ta 
the noble Kerker Haffan, Baffa, our Countryman 
‘and Friend. Wherein I alfo implor’d his Favour and 
‘Interceffion, that I might have Leave to retire into 

Arabia, and {pend the reft of my Days in the Place. 

where I firft drew my Breath; or at leaft, that I 

might be ‘permitted to return to Conftantinople, and, 

give an Account of my Agency in thefe Parts, tho' 
it were to the Lofs of my Head, if I deferv’d it. 
I perceive that’ generous ‘Bafa took Compaffion < 
f aa gi Sufferings, and has done his utmoft to relieve 
me, “Tis to him I uti Propofal that was made 
2 18 
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in the Divan, of fending me to the Court of the 
Grand Mogul, there tonegotiate fome private Affairs 
١ . of Importance for the Su/taz. 
~ “There isnothing that I have had a greater Paffion 
for thefe many Years, than the Happinefs of vifiting . 
thofe remote Parts of the Earth, fo venerable for the 
Antiquity of their Inhabitants, andthe Excellency 
oftheir Laws, Cuftoms, Religion, and Government 5 _ 
<I mean, the Gentite Indians, and not the Race of 
the Moguls, who came out of Tertary, and are but 
of yefterday, in comparifon with the 4éoriginal Peo- 
«ple whofe Genealogies and Poffeffions of that Country 
ftretch beyond all the Records in the Worldbefide. 
Ever fince I read the Fournal of thy Travels in 
‘the Ea/?, IWwasinflam®d with an ardent Defire to fee | 
thatrenown’d Nation, to converfe with the Bramins 
. and pry into the Myfteries of their unknown Wifdom 
which occafions fo much Difcourfe inthe World. _ 
I know not what ails me, but I promife my felf 
more Satisfaction from their Books, were I capable of - 
underftanding the Lauguage in which they are writ, — 
or from the Lips of thofe Prie/fswho have’em in 
their Cuftody ; than from all the Prophets and Sages” 
in the World. 1 fancy I fhould find fomething pro- © 
digioufly ftrange and amazing in their Hi/fory, yet 
{quaring with human Reafon, and Probability of 
‘Truth. I fhou’d meet with Arguments which Ir 
cannot yet ftart, to prove the Eternity of the World; 

_ Arguments clear anddemonftrative: Suchaswowd — 
eftablifh this Dodrine, againft all. Objections that 
have or can be made to the contrary. i 

The Idea which I already entertain of fo unmea- 

-furable a Duration, is only founded on my own na- 

fural Thoughts, and fupported by the concurrent 
Opinion of feveral antient P/i/o/ophers. But I fhouw’d 
hope to fee it difcover’d by thefe Judian Records, to | 

be a Truth as bright as the Sun, and fix’d as the | 

_ Center of the Earthi: ب‎ 117 È 
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| There isanother thing, for which I mightily ad- 
mire the و نمم هط‎ and wherein I endeavour toimi- 
tate them to the utmoft of my Power: That is, the 
Juiticeand 'Tendernefs they fhew towards the Beafts. 
"Tis.a thing which needs a confiderable Expiation,, 
if by Chance they kill any living Creature: But, if 
they do it wilfully, out of cruel Wantonnefs or Ma- 
lice, and not in their own, Defence, ’tis punifh’d 
with Death, no lefs than if they had murther’d a- 
Man. No Care of Health, or Fear of Diffolution 
by Sicknefs, can tempt one of the Brachman Race, 
to tafte a Bit of Flefh: Much lefs cou’d they be 
induced by the meer Pleafure of their Appetites, 7ه‎ 
commit that which they efteem fo enormous a Sin, | 
and the very Fountain of all other Vices. They 


_ count it the greateft Injuftice that can be, to fuftain 


their own Lives by the Death of any of their Fellow- 
Animals; and they elteem it a Pufillanimity unbe- 
coming a Man, when he dares not venture his Life 
on the Fruits of the Earth, and the Milk of Cattle, 
which he may enjoy in Innocence, and Nature af- 
fords him more than enough, of all forts of lawful 
Nourifhment. | | 
This religious Abftinence, is the Mother of He- 
roic Virtues; and thofe who pra¢tife it inviolably,' 
are always in a State to contemn the World, Death, 
and all momentary Things. Hence it is, that the 
Indians go to the Invifidle World as chearfully, as 
they wou'd take a Journey to China, and و2671‎ 
Turky, or any other Part of the Earth. For they 


_ efteem Death no other than aSetting-out, or Voyage 


of the So4/ to a more agreeable Region. 

But, I need not infift fo much on thefe Things. 
to thee, who hat been among them, and art fami- 
liarly acquainted with their Genéxs and Inclina- 
tion. I flide into this Difcourfe infenfibly, by the 


| Pleafure I take in thinking of thefe People and their. 


admirable Virtues, as a Man falls in Love with a 


H 3 beautiful 


oreo) Letters Writ by Vol.VI.. 
beautiful Woman, by attentively gazing on her, and 
many times forgets himfelf and the Bufinefs he was 
about, commits Errors and Indecencies, and thro” _ 
the Confufion of his Spitits, is quite loft, like one 
in a Wood. i 
To return therefore to my Purpofe: A Journey to — 
the مور‎ would be very pleafant to me on feveral 
other Accounts. The very Stars of my Nativity in- 
clin’d me to travel, and from my Cradle in my Fa- 
ther’s Houfe, I was tranfported to Conffazzizople, 
many hundreds of Leagues from the Place of my 
Birth. Thou know” what a Roamer I°ve been fince 
“Sat time: And I can aflure thee, I retain the fame 
Difpofition ftill. But there’s no Country under the © 
Moon whiclf 1 wifh to fee with greater Earneftnefs, ٠ 
than Indoftan, the very Namewhereof foundsalmoft _ 
as fweet as thatof Paradife. Doubtlefs, °tis the Eden 
of the Earth in many refpe&s. And the Inhabitants. | 
believe there was no better for the Original Parents _ 
of Mankind to dwell in, ranking the Hiftory of Mofes 
on that Subject inthe Number of celebrated Fables. ~ 
I approve not this Cenfure of the Indians; yetItell | 
thee as a Muffulman, I dare fay, the myfterious Wri- — 
tings of Mo/es are quite mifunderftood by the greateft — 
part of Mankind. Neither canany two of his Inter- 
preters agree exactly, which was the particular Situa> 
tion of Paradife. Some plant that Garden in Me/opa: 
tamia, others in Paleffine; and a third Sort affirm, 
’rwas in Egypt: This Man will have it in 47a, that 
in Africa. ‘They are divided in their Opinions. 
And I might as well fay, "twas under the Red Sea . 
tetween them both; and bring as many Cadaliftick 
Proofs to defend it. But, it fignifies nothing to us, 
let it be where twill. Every Place is a Paradife, 
which a Man fancies to be fo; and nothing can beat 
me off from the Conceit I have of the Judes. 5 
* Befides, I fhou’d take a vaft Delight in my Jour: — 
ney thither; whether I went by the Way of the — 
° Black 


os 
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_ Black Sea, and fo through the ancient Kingdoms of 


. Colchis, Georgia, and Cathay, coafling along the 
Foot of Mount Taurus: Or, by the more common 


. Road, through Syria, Arabia, and Perfia, Hither - 


Way wou’d afford Matter of Thought to a contem- 


 plative Man, whilft in fome Places he beholds the. 


Ruins of famous Cities ; and his Eyes revel on the 
Spoils. of Time, of Fire, of War, or of Earthquakes. 
In others, he beholds whole Provinces laid wafte, 
and difpeopled, only meeting here and there a few 
Cots, Herds, or Tents of Arabs, Tartars, or Cir- 
cafian Herdfmen ; who ftraggle up and down the . 
pleaiant Fields of 47a, to pick and chufe convegi> 
ent Paftures for their Cattle. 

How pleafant would it be to travsl through my 
own Country, and behold the Tents of the Sons of 
Ifmael, {pread o’er the Plains of the vaft and horri- 


ble Defart?’ To meet with Emirs and Sheghs of Ara- 


bia, with their Flocks and Herds, fummering it up 
and 'down,..and frolicking from Mountain te Valley 
at their Pleafure, 


From.this to pafs to another Variéty in Perfia, 


wou'd be equally diverting. What kind of Thoughts 


fhould I have whilit on my Bed, within the Walls 
of Bagdat, the Stage of fo many great and renown’d 
AGtions mention’d in antient Hiftory ! I fhould call 
to mind Semiramis, the Foundrefs of that noble Ci- 
ty, and all her Wars with the Zdians and other Na- 
tions of the Eaft. I fhould refle& on her Policy; and 
the Weaknefs of her Son Nixyas. I fhould confider 
the various Tranflations of the Eaffern Empire; the 
alternate Fates of the Medes, Afyrians, Babylonians 
and Perfans. And from thence I fhould naturally fall 
upon ‘the Conqueft of Alexander the Great; the Rife 


of the Macedoni an Empire ; the Death of that migh- 


ty Hero in Babylon, and the cantonizing the Empire 

among his chief Officers. Such Memoirs as thefe, 

would waken my Thoughts of the Vanity of all hu- 
H 4 
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man Affairs, as it does at this time: And particular- 
ly I refle& on my Folly, in fetting my Heart fo 
much on travelling to a Country, which I am ne- 
ver like to fee. 


For, alas, my dear Brother, I am not able toen- _ 


dure at this Age the HardMips of fo long a Journey, 
as I could in my Youth. Much Sicknefs has impair’d 
the Strength of my Conftitution. Iam grown.as 
tender as an Infant. The leaft Puff of Wind is ready 
to blow out the Flame of Life. And-whereas for- 
merly, neither Heat nor Cold, Hunger nor Thirft, 
Labour orWatching could hurt me; now my Health 
reeeives Damage from every one of thefe. I could 
not poflibly out-live the Fatigue and Pain of travel- 
ling two or thtree Days together without a Drop of 
Water to refrefh my panting Soul. An habitual Fe- 
ver has made me the thirftieft Man in the World. 
Then I am not able to bear the fcorching Heat of 
the Sun, to which a Traveller in thofe Parts is ne- 


ceflarily expofed. I fhould daily diffolve like Wax, — 


or rather exhale in Smoke, in the midft of fo many 
‘Fervors. Ina word, my Body is fo infirm, that I 


am very fure to die, before I can get half way to - 


Indoffan, let me take the neareft Road I can. 

Yet, if the Mixi/fers of the Porte fhall think fit to 
fend me, I am refign’d. For I take no farther'Care 
of my Life, than as I may be ferviceable to ‘the 
Grand Signior. 


I intend to write to our illuftrious Friend about it. - 


In the mean time do thou for me, what the Pru- 
dence of a Man, and the Affection of a Brother 
fhall fuggeft, as moft conducing to the Intereft of 
our Sovereign, and our own Honour, which we 
‘ought to prefer to our Lives. 
~- Our Mother is in Health, and falutes thee with 
a tender Embrace. . 

Paris, oth of the 34 Moon, 

of the Year 1664. 


LETTER 
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È kek PIB ROLE 
‘ To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


N HIS Court of late makes a double Figure ; 
the one of real Sorrow for the Duchefs of Sa- 
voy’s Death, who was of the Blood Royal of Framce ; 
the other of counterfeit Mourning for the Death of 
Carolus Fofephus, Brother to the German Emperor. 
For they inwardly rejoyce at this latter, and wifh 
the whole Houfe of Auffria were laid in their 
Graves: That Family being the only Obftacle to thus: 
Grandeur at which the Frezch Monarchy afpiress.. 
the only Rub which Cardinal Rich/iew and his Suc- 
, ceflor Mazarini found in their Way, when they 
fought to exalt the Bourbons to the Empire of the 
Weft. | 

The Rife and Fall of Kingdoms, the various 
Changes of Government, the alternate Fate of Nati- 
ons, are Themes worthy of a Mu/fz/man’s Thoughts; 
confidering that the victorious and happy O/mans at 
this Day poffefs the Territories of ancient Renown, 
the Provinces and Dominions which formerly made. 
the greatelt Figure and Noife in the World. 

What is now become of the moft famous Mo- 
narchiesof Babylon, Perfia, Affyria, Macedon, Greece, 
and Rome? Look for the myfterious and learned 
Kingdom of Egypt; the religious State of the Fees; 
the moft ancient Kingdoms of the Sicyonians and 
Argives; the Commonwealths of Lacedemon and 
Athens; with many other Countries mentioned inthe 
Records of Time, and we fhall find them all fwal- 

_ Jowed up in the univerfal Empire of the Oftomans. 
| The Hiftory of Be/us, and how he got the Sove- 
| reignty by Hunting; of Ninws his Son, who firft 
| taught the World the Methods of Idolatry; of Semi- 
ramis, Nynias, Sardanapalus, Arbaces, Belochus, and 
0 Hos ita 
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the reft of tÎiofe Affjrian Monarchs, found now 
like an antiquated Taleor Dream. Neither isthere 
any more Life at this time in the Bady/onian and» 
Perfian Regifters. "The mighty A&s of the Nebu- 
thadnezzars, Cyrus's, andthe reft of thoferenown’d 
Conquerors, now ferve but as Foils to fet off the 
more glorious Enterprizes and Succefies of our im- 
mortal Sultans. 5 
+ Tis true, the Perffazs at this Day retain fome 
Fragments of that once vaft and formidable Ea/ferz 
Empire, And the Germans have a Shadow of the 
ancient Imperial Majefty of the. Romans. . But both 

«the one and the other are grown effeminate and 
weak ; they have loft the Virtue, the Power, and 
Fortune of their Predeceffors. 

Thou haft'travell’d over all the Dominions of the, 
Sophz, and been an Eye-witnefs of the Perfian Luxu- 
ry, Libertinifm, and Nakednefs. ‘Thou haft feen 
the Off- {pring of heroick Sages transform’d to Swine, 
Dogs, Affes, and other contemptible Brutes, as if 

١ they’d drank of Circe’sCup. So fatal is it to decline 
«from the Way of Virtue; nay, foimpoffible even, - 
to ftand ftillinthat facred Path, without being vio- 
lently pull’d backward. In a word, thou art © 
thoroughly acquainted with the prefent State of Per- | 
fa, and all its Cirumftances, that I fhould appear 
too officious in pretending to defcribe, either the 
Country, or the People that inhabit there. 

But as to Ezrope thou profeffeft thy felfa Stran- | 
ger and haft commanded me to charafterize this Quar- 
ter of the World: Wherein Germany makes the moft 
majeftick Figure by Land, Eugland and Holland by 
Sea: Spain boats of her Gold; whilit France trea- 
{ures it up to pay her Armies, to keep foreign Kings — 
in Penfion, to build mighty Fleets and magnificent. 
Palaces to corrupt the German Princes, and make 

’em Pimps to her Ambition, Inftruments of her de- 


fign’d Grandeur, which is no lefs. than the Wefern— 
Empire. As 


A 


Ù | 
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~ As for the Duke of Savoy he is a mere Tenzis- 


| Ball, or a Shuttle-Cock, bandied to and fro between. 


the. Kings of France and Spain. 


| The Swiffes are poor and mercenary. They can-. 


not ftay at home, unlefs they could banquet on the 
Turfs and Stones: For all the Flefh; Fruit, and 
Corn in the Land, is not half enough to keep them: 
alive, and they have little or no Money but what 
they get abroad. This makes ’em all Travellers, and 


.moft of them take up the Trade of War. They ferve 


the Pope, the French King, and many other Princes 
for Pay: And where they once engage they are ve- 
ry true to their Truft. But, I can tell thee, the» 
would be unwilling to fight for the Grand Signior, 
unlefs he would allow ’em plenty of Wine, which 
thou know’ft is contrary to the Difcipline of the 
Muffulman’s Armies ; and thefe Swiffes are the pro- 
fefled Adorers of Bacchus. . 

The Hollanders are induftrious and rich; they 
mind nothing but Merchandizing and Mechanick& 
They would fain engrofs the Trade of the Indies and 
the Levant to themfelves. ‘They traffick that they: 
may be in a Condition to fight, and they fight to: 
eftablifh their Commerce; having no Senfe of Ho- 
nour, but only of Profit. If they attemptany Con- 
queft, or make an Invafion, it muft be in Americay 
or fome other remote Country ; for they are only 
upon the defenfive among their Neighbours, not 
daring to be the firft Aggreffors in a War: In a: 
word, they're like a. Nett of Pifmires,. that trudge’ 
up and down continually to get Provifion, but {ting 


‘ and bite عامط‎ under whofe Protection they live, if 


they have an Opportunity. 

Tis thought the Prince of Orange, whodefcends: 
from ai illuftrious Stock, will e’re long reduce thofe 
Republicans to another Form of Government. The 


_ French ftyle him the Head and Heart of the United 


States, and thefe, thou know’ ft, command the Hands: 
and Fees, H 6. Gere 


1356 157825177114 by 701.571. ~ 
| Germany is counted the Bulwark of Chrifendom 
-againft the mighty Power of the Ottomans and Tar- 
tars. But'in my Opinion, one of our Ambafladors 
at the Emperor’s Court gave a truer Defcription of. 
it, when he compar’d Germany to a great Monfter 
with many Heads and Tales, which having a Defire 
to break thro’ a certain quick-fet Fence or Hedge, 
and each particular Head making way where it 
could beft, among the lefs entangled Branches, were 
all caught in fo many different Noofes, by the In- ٠١ 
terpofition of ftrong Trees, and fo the Monfter was 
fore’d to retire with Shame and Lofs: Whereas, he 
Sid, the O/man Empire was like an Animal with 
one Head and many Tails, and that one Head not 
encountering the like Difficulties, eafily pafs’d thro’, 
being follow’d by the Tails with one Confent, as the 
untwifted Ends of a ten-ftring’d Cord pafs thro’ a 
Ring or Hole, when the united Part has led them 
the Way. : : 
+ I fhould have mention’d Zt4/y, Poland, Denmark, 
Mufcovy, and other Regions of Ezrope, but it would 
be too tedious for one Letter, which I fhould nei= 
ther have Time to write, nor thou Patience to read 
at once. abs | 
- Therefore, I defire thee to accept of this only as 
a rough Draught, an imperfe& fketch of fome Parts 
of the We. But in my future Difpatches I will 
imitate the Painters, and endeavour to draw each 
Member and Lineament of this great Body to the 
Life, as near as I can difcern ’em by the Lights I 
have in Paris, 


Paris, 1 oth of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1664. 


LETTER 9 
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Ee PT ER vie 
To Kerker Haffan, Baffa. 


MX Gon multiply his Bleffings on thee, and 
caufe thy Heart to fparkle with frefh Lights, 
and new Joys, like the Sky-Rockets on a Duna/ma, 
(or Royal Holiday.) Accept alfo a Small Prefent, not 
worth an Inventory, (confifting only of a few Pi- 
tures, Looking-glaffes, Watches, and other Manu- 
fa&ures of France) from the Hands of Mahmut, ths 
Countryman, Son of thy Father’s Neighbour, nd. 
a voluntary Slave of thofe who ferve thee, if I had 
the Honour of an Opportunity.” 

Neither the Gift, nor he that offers it, is worthy 
of Efteem. But thou hat Condefcenfion enough 
to look on both with the Eye of a noble .4r45, who 
knows how to value the Sincerity of any Man’s De- 
voir and Affection, which way foever he expreffes it. 

I can never forget the former Difcoveries of thy 
Friendfhip to my Brother Pe/e/i and me, and in ge- 
neral to all thofe of our Houfe; which ftill encou- 
rages me to expect greater Kindneffes 3 nay, ina man- 
ner, aflures me of them: Becaufe I know the Na- 
ture of true Generofity is fuch, that where it once 
begins to faften on an Object, it never ceafes tocom- . 
municate its Favours, till damn’d Perfidy gives a 
Check to the Current... And may he be damn’d that 
then has the Impudence to afk for any more. 

But, Praife be to God, my Cafe is otherwife; I 
am not in the Number of the ungrateful and treach- 
erous: And therefore with Boldnefs I prefume once 
more to addrefs to the Duft of thy Feet, illuftrious 
Baffa, begging thy Patronage and Shelter from the 
Perfecution of my Enemies, whofe whole Endea- 
| vour.is to ruin me... 


١ Thow 


sir uit See 
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Thou know" I came to Paris in the Year 1637 
of the Chriftian Hegira.TheSun had then revifited 


the Sign he was in at my Nativity, jufi the eight and 
‘twentieth Time. I was a. mere Youngiter in the 


World. However, my Superiors thought me fit for 
this Employment. How J have acquitted myfelf in 
it ever fince, I leave to themfelves to judge: Yet, 
for Fafhion’s fake, they will be always a finding 
Faults. One Sycophant or other is perpetually. 
railing againft me, when they find any of the ¥7- 
zier’s, and other Grandecs in an Humour 0غ‎ hearken 
to them. I fancy ’tis for want of Difcourfe. When 
they have nothing elfe to talk of, then they fall a 
ceniuring of poor Mabmut, who undergoes more 

Fatigues than. a «hundred 


* This Word'tThlguch thoufand fuch * Th/guchas — 


was left fo in the Ita-, they. I can’t imagine what 


' Han, and the Enghh they aim at; unlefs it be, 


Tranflater knows not that they would have me 
what to make of it. . turn Chriffian, and enter 

| myfelfintofomeMonaftery. 
-. Suffer me, my noble Friend, to tell thee, that a 
Man cannot want for Temptations to fuch a Change 
of his Faith, without being confin’d toa reclufe Life. 
He may be a Friar or a Libertine, a Prieft ora 


٠ Layman,a Zealot or an Hypocrite,a Chimney-fweeper 


or an Abbot, which he pleafes, according as he is 
qualified. And I can affure thee, he that would be 
a good Man, which is beyond all the reft, has In- 
centives enough among the Profeffors of the Naza+ 
rene Worfhip, tho’ the greateft Part are wicked. 
As for me, I never thought that true Religion 
confifted in empty Names and Titles; in Forms 
and Ceremonies, in Parties and. Faétions, or in any 
thing but ina Life conform to Reafon, andito the 


Will of God. 


They take me here at Paris for a Moldavian Ram- 
bler, that has read fomething more than the eee 
Clerks. 
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Clerks. Andbecaufe they know I underftand Gree}, 
Sclavonian, and two or three Languages more, they 
would fain make mea Prieft, Doétor, Orator, or any 
thing that I would accept of, to ferve an Interett. 
And I am compell’d to ufe either a downright Hu- 
mility, ora fore’d Pride, that I may handfomely e- 
vade their Courthip; Convincing ’em fometimes’ 
that I am not fit forfuch Dignities; at other Seafons 
telling °em I am above Inferior Orders, and that 
nothing lefs than an Archbifhop’s Pall, or a Cardi- 
nal’s Hat will fatisfy my Ambition. 

Thus I really diflemble, and jet my felf in ear- 
neft out of ample Eftates, to ferve God, his Prophesy 
and the Grand Signior: Yet am traduc’dat the Sérag- 
lio fora Hypocrite, an Infidel, and God knows what. 

Here’s honeft Eliachim the Fed undergoes the 
fame Fate ;. whilft thofe of his own Party, efpeci- 

ally the Raéz’s, proclaim him every where for a 
Chriftian, and the Nazarenes point at him as a Turk. 
Only my Landlord where I before lodg’d, who is 
an honeft old drunken Fleming, takes Eliachim fora 
Saint, and fwears he will have him canoniz’d after 
his Death: And all this for no other Reafon, but 
becaufe E/iachim treats him now and then with a 
Bottle of Wine: So partial are all Men to their own 
Humours and Interefts. But the Truth on’t is, £- 
‘liachim’s an excellent Counterfeit, and my Land- 
lord is not theonly Manwho has this Veneration 
for him; . He paffes for‘a very good Catholick, and 
a holy Manamongagreat many others. His Looks 
are fo demure, his Mien fo compos’d, and he has 
fach godly Difcourfe with him, about the Sacra- 
ments, Indulgences, Miracles, and Graces of the 
Church, when he isin Company with Chriftians, 
that he would deceive the Spazi/2 Inquifition, and 
cheat the Devil himfelf. 

Such is the» Violence we are forc’d to ufe to our 
felves, who live in thefe hazardous Stations. And 
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yet no body confiders us, or regards our Zeal for 
the Grand Signior. Our Reputation, Liberty, and 
Lives are precarious. We are not only in perpe- 
tual Danger of the Revenge of the Nazarenes who 
are our real Enemies; but allo expos’d to the Envy, 
Malice, and Perfecution of thofe who ought to be 
our Friends. 

| I have often complain’d of the malicious Calum- 
nies thrown on me by Icingi Cap-Oglani, and his 
Affociates : And the Minifters were pleas‘ to re- 
ceive my Apologies, But now I fufpe& greater 
Treachery. I fent an Account to the Reis Effez= 
di fome Yearsago, how I was degy’d up and down 
the Streets of Paris, by a Fellow whom I knew not, 
and what Apprehenfions that put me upon. Iwill 
acquaint thee fafther, that being afraid of an Afla{- 
fin in the dark, I arm’d my Breaft with a Quire 
of Paper, which is known to be Dagger Proof. I 
was not at all miftaken in my Guefs: For the laft 
Night, as I was returning Home to my Lodging, 
between the Hours of Nineand'Ten, I receiv’da 
Stab in my aforefaid Breaft-Plate, right againft my 


Heart. It was not fo dark but.I could perceive’ 


the Perfon who gave me this Blow ; and felf- prefer- 
vation taught me immediately to feize on him, and 
, grapple as clofe as I could, extending his Arms 
with mine at a good Diftance from our Bodies. I 
am but little and fhort, yet I have a-ftrong Spring 
with my Body when I am once rouz'd, as thow 


wilt imagine I was now. Befides, I have general. 


ly a certain Prefence of Mind in time of Danger, 
which fails not to prompt me with the readieft and: 
moft proper Courfe to efcape. Ina word, I wreft- 
ed the Ponyard out of the Ruffian’s Hand, and 
ftabb’d him dead with it, not thinking it fafe to 
make a Noife, but chufing rather to. die if my 
Strengh fail'd me, than by. crying out for Help, 
run the Rifque of worfe Confequences: For I had 

long 


5 Lo 
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Tong expected fome fuch Attempt as this upon my 


= 


| Life, from my Enemies at the Porte. And conclu- 


ding this Fellow to be one employ’d by them for 


that Purpofe, I thought it no Prudence to have him 


_ feiz?d by the Watch, and punifh’d by the Law, let 


he fhould in Revenge difcover me and my Bufinefs 
to thefe /ufidels. Therefore I play’d the Executioner 
my felf, and fent him out of hand to another World 
to prevent his telling Tales in this. Thou wilt fay 


. there was no Injuftice in this, fince it was in my 


, own Defence, and to fave the Honour of my Sove- 


reign. As he fell, he utter’d thefe Words in a faint | 
broken Tone, Mabmut, my Death will be reverg a” 
before long, and you cannot efcape the 31 that is laid 
for you. ‘Then he expir’d. 

This made me prefently O) that he was 
employ’d by fomebody at the Porte: For how elfe 
fhould he-know my'true Name? But upon fecond 
Thoughts, I cannot be certain, but that he was fet 
at Work by my old Sicilian Maffer, fince he knew 
my Name alfo. However, I have great Reafon to. 
fufpe& the Former; becaufe, it is not probable that 
the Infidel would take fo chargeable and troublefome 


‘a Method to murder me. Neither had he Provo- 


cation enough. Befides, for ought I know, he may 
be dead. God only is acquainted with the Truth 
However, to prevent future Affaults of this Nature, 
and a great many other Inconveniencies, I have re- 
mov’d my felf to a new Lodging, in the moft obfcure 
Corner of the City, and very remote from the Place 
where I liv’d before, being refolv’d alfo not to fre- 
quent the Court, nor any publick Places, as I have 
done formerly, but to take other Meafures for Intel- 
ligence. 

What I defire of thee is, to reprefent my Cafe fa- 
vourably to the Divan, that they may approve of 
my Conduct. Do alfo whatever elfe thou judgeft 
the Part of a Countryman and a Friend. 


1 As 


\ © 
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As for the Event, I ‘patiently wait the Ap- 


pointments of Deftiny. Fortis in vain to be too 
follicitous, 


| Adieu, High-born Kerker, and forget not Mab- 
mut in his Diftrefs. For, that is the Time where- 


in true Friendfhip is tried. 


Paris, 1725 of the 5th. Moon, 
of the Year 1004: 


Soc EYE) PTC VIII 
To SV rig Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna, 


E not difhearten’d at the Troubles which thou 
encountereft in this World of Lotteries. But, 
remember the Adage of thy Rabbi’s, Tat EVIL 
which is Old at Night, is yet the Off-/pring of every. 
Morning. "The Ages are meafur’d exa&ly, and our 
Hours are checquer’d with equal Mixtures of Hap- 
pinefs and Misfortune. We are not born-to our own 


Defires.. And as not a Man of us can remember. 


how he was form’d in the Womb, fo have we no 
Reafon to repineat what happens tous fince wecame 
out of it. Whatever Power, Wifdom and Goodnefs 
| took care of us then, and afterwards infpir’d our 
Mothers*and Nurfes with Tendernefs, and a thou- 
fand Degrees of Patience beyond what is recorded 
of ‘fob, the fame will provide for us to Eternity. 
The Defire of Knowledge kill’d dam, and the 
fame Luft, propagated with his Seed, deftroys all 
his Pofterity. We can never be fatisfy’d in our Con- 
finement to this World, and therefore we flounce 
and flutter on all Sideds like Fifh or Birds ina Net, 
to find a Way out: Whilft we do but entangle our- 
{elves the fatter, render our Reftraint more iat 
an 


4 
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> 


| and delay the Poflibility of our Releafe. Whereas 


Patience would foon fet us free, and rank us among 
the Immortals. One thinks to efcape by high- 


drinking; another by Fevers of Love or Glory 3, 


and a Third conceits he fhall by his Gold, be able 
to bribe the Watch, who guard the laft Paffes 
of this Life, and perfuade them to let him fcam- 
per fafe to Paradife.. Alas! alas! all this is but 
the Sophiftry of our Paflions. *Tis in vain to think 


_ of haft'ning or retarding our. Fate; our Time is 
fet, though we know not the Period. Refignation' 


is our beft Leffon, and Prudence the next. 


Perhaps thou wilt call this a Sermon, rather thea È 


a Letter. But I advife thee to read it with the 
Eyes of a Stoîck و‎ that is, whetherit pleafes thee 
or not, regard it no farther than it agrees with Rea- 


fon. I would fain afk of the Man who expects 


to have his Will accomplith’d in this Life, whether 
he can prevail upon the Sun to rife any Morning 
within the Aréick Circle, or the Moon to defcend 
fome Night, and fweep the Snow off from the Top 
of Mount Athos. So inexorable is our habe A 
fo unalterable the Decrees of Fate. 

Be not troubled therefore at any thing ; but re- 


member, that thou art a Part of the Univerfe, 


and that nothing can betide thee, which is not 
for the Good of the whole. . 

What I have faid, is to arm thee again all the 
Contingencies which may aflault thee unawares, 
rufhing upon thee on a fudden from behind the 
Veil; which covers all the Defigns of Providence 
and Nature, Deftiny and Chance. 

I myfelf have lately experienced, that it is good 
to be thus prepar’d for future Events, having nar- 
rowly efcap'd Death by a little timely Forecatt. 

It is not:neceffary for thee at this Time to fae 
all the Circumftances of my Danger. Suffice it to 
fay, That I was. aflaffinated in the dark, kill’d him 

~ that 
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that defigned to be my Murderer, and am now for- . 
ced to remove my Habitation. 
Eliachim thy Brother in //rae/ will be at Vienna 

- Within fourteen Days. He will give thee a farther 
Account of all Things which it behoves thee to 
know; with frefh Inftru@ions concerning my new 
Lodgings, and the Method we muft obferve for the 
future in conveying Letters. We cannot be too 
cautious in the Grand Signior’s Bufinefs. 

As for our own Lives, let us imagine they were 
only fent to ferve him, on whofe Life fo many 
Millions of Lives depend. ei 
muta 

& 

Paris, 1822 of the sth Moon, 

of the Year 1664. 


D'EUT TERA ity: 
© To Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant af 
Venice. 


AM oblig’d to fend Circular Letters at this time 
to all the Slaves of the Grand Signior, who have 
Bufinefs with me at Paris; to inform them, that 
upon a very important Emergency, I am forc’d to 
change my Lodgings. I have already fent away Di/- 
patches to Conffantinople and Vienna onthis Account 
to prevent the Errors they might commit in addref- 
fing their Letters. For the fame Reafon, I now write 
to thee; PAG need’? not enquire after the Occafion 
of this Condu&; nor wonder at any thing that hap- 
‘pens to us extraordinary in thefe hazardous Po/fs. 
We muft expe& to encounter with Rubs and Ob- 
ftacles in ferving our Great Maffer. If thefe Difficul- 
ties have but their proper Efe&, which is to whet 
our Inventions, increafe our Diligence, and. con- 
firm us inour Zeal; all fhall go well. a ‘ 
- 


Da 


1 
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The Soul of Man ‘never difplays her Faculties 
and Perfe&ions with greater Luftre, than when 


- fhe is environ’d with Perils.. Thefe are the Trials 


of Fortitude, Prudence, Juftice, and all the Virtues. 


. He that finks under Misfortunes, and crofs Events, 


has either no Soul, or ’tis afleep. 

Courage then, Fellow-Slave, and let thy Heart 
beat a continual Alarm. Be not difmay’d at any. 
Thing, nor let Self-Love bereave thee of thy Ho- 
nour: But go on in thy Duty, and truft thy Soud 
to God. 

Thou liveft in a City where Virtue and Vice 
are in Emulation, ftill ftriving to furpafs each 
other: There are not more wicked People in the 
World than Venice affords, nor yet More pious and 
good. Follow thou the beft Patterns, and be 
happy. But do nothing by bare Imitation; for 
that’s the right Way to become a Hypocrite. Let 
all thy Aétions proceed from vital Principles of 
Reafon and Generofity in thyfelf, and when thou 
feeft rare Examples, let ’em ferve only to awaken 
and rouze thy innate Virtue. 

Send me no Letters till thou haft receiv’d frefh 
Orders from the Porte. ‘They will furnifh thee 
with all neceffary Inftructions. After that, let me 
hear from thee as often as thou wilt. Thy Dif- 
patches will be always welcome. Let them con- 
tain Matter of Intelligence chiefly, and that of the 
frefheft Date. Penetrate into the Councils of the 
Republick where thou refideft. Infinuate thyfelf 
with the Sezators and Grandees. Dive into their 
Hearts, and unlock their Secrets. Communicate 
nothing but the Truth to the Miniffers of the 
Porte, orto me. If thou canft difcover their In- 
clinations to a Peace, or their abfolute Need of it, 
thou wilt do an ‘acceptable Service to the Grand 


: Signior, and to the whole Empire of the Faithful; 


For then we bring them to our own Terms. 
| Zeidi, 
8 
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Zeide, to God I recommend thee, defiring him 


to preferve thee from Wine, Women, and Cards, 
which are the three capital Temptations of Venice. 


‘Paris, 1/7 of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1664. 


i Dra a T We ا‎ 
1 o Murat Baffa. 


6 

Cannot eafily divine the Reafons why I am fo 

much neglected by the Minifters of the Porte. 
Above four Years have pafled away, wherein many 
notable Events have happened ; yet no Body thought 
it worth his Labour to inform Mahmut of any 
Thing. So that all the Notices I could gain of re- 
mote Tranfactions, are owing either to the publick 
News of Europe, or at beft to fome particular Let- 
ters of Merchants refiding in this City, with whom 
I conferve an Intimacy, for the Sake of Intelli- 
gence, and for other Caufes. 

Thus I fhould have been in Ignorance to this 
Day, what Ifue the Bafa of Aleppi’s Rebellion had, 
were it not for an accidental Interview I lately had 
of fome French Travellers, who came from Coz- 
frantinople. ‘Thefe inform’d me of the fudden Fate 
‘of that Baf/z, when he was at the Height of all his. 
Grandeur, within a few Days March of the Impe- 
rial City, at the Head of a potent Army, and juft 
upon the Point of Accommodation with the Grand 
Signior. ‘They much extol his Bravery and Refolu- > 
‘tion: For the Freuch are. naturally Lovers of fuch 
as-dare boldly oppofe their Sovereign. ‘They equal- 
ly condemn the fly Perfidioufnefs of Mortaza Baffa,. 
to whole fafe Conduct the Generous Rebel trufted 

! his 


= 
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his Life, and by that Eafinefs loft it... Yet they ap- 
plaud Mortaza’s Loyalty, Courage, and Wifdom, 
with the eminent Services he afterwards did the 
Empire, in leading the Army againit Ragot/e2, Prince 
of Tranfilvania, which at length lifted him to the 
Government of Babylon. 

All thefe things had been hid from me, were not 
the Nazarenes my Intelligencers. Nor fhould I have 
known how the Rebellion was carried on after his 
Death by his revengeful Nephew, by the Son of 
Cheufaien Bafa, by a Bey of Egypt, and other Male- 
contents. Yet fuch Paflages are fit for a Man in my 
Pott to be acquainted with, that he may have a clea» 
Idea of his Mafter’s Circumftances, and fo apply 
himfelf more effeétually to ferve him. * 

It had not been amils, if I had receiv’d timely In- 
telligence of the Death of Prince Ragot/i, in regard 
there was always a private Correfpondence between 
him and this Court. ‘Which ceafing by his Death, 
it had been worth my Pains to obferve, whether it 
would be continu’d by his Succeffor, or what other 
Meafures they would take. 

’Tis-true, 1 was acquainted with this, but not by 
the Minifters of the Porte. I heard alfo of all the 
following Commotions in Tran/y/vania, occafion’d 
by the different FaCtions of Michael Apafi and Ke- 
mini Fanos, the two rival Princes. I was not for- 
ty for this News, knowing that the Divifions of the 
Nazarenes ftrengthen the Unity and Force of the 
Mufulman Empire. I was likewife inform’d of 
the Fate of Mortaza, Baffa of Babylon, who fella 
Victim to the Grand Vizier’s Jealoufy ; with many 
other Paflages. But neither from the Porze, nor from 
any other Hands could I learn the leaft Intelligence 
of the Venetian War, and what Progrefs our Arms 


have made in/Candia, Dalmatia, and the other Do- 
“minions of the Republick. Which makes me con- 
@lude, that either the Grand Signior’s Refidence at 


* Adria- 
8 


14 
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Adrianople, abated his Inclinations to martial Affairs, — 
which is alfo the common Opinion of the Chriffians 
here in the We; or that the War in Hungary fora 
while fuperfeded all other Dejigns. È 

However it'be, ’tis certain the Succeffes of the 
Ottoman Arms in taking Newhaw/el, Leventz, Novi- | 
grod, and other Places of Strength, with the terrible 
Incurfions of the Tartars through Moravia and Au- 
fria, put the whole German Empire intoa great Con- 
fternation. Ambaffadors are {ent from the Imperial 
Court to allthe Chri/fian Princes, imploring their Af 
fiftance in this general Danger of Europe. 

© Here is one arriv’d at this Court, whom they call 
Count Strozzi, a Perfon of good Addrefs, and Ma- 
fter of much Elequence. He has prevail’d on the 
French King to maintain, at his own Charge, Six 
Thoufand Horfe and Foot, to ferve againft the vi- 
&orious O/mans. A great many Perfons of Quality 

-have lifted themfelves as Voluntiers; and the meaner 
Sort talk of nothing but marching to Con/tantinople, 
and driving the Turks back to Scythia, from whence 
they firft came. 

Courteous Bafa, thou wilt laugh at the Vanity 
of thefe Jnfidels; who confider not that by the — 
Grace of God; and Miracles of his Prophet, our Em- 
peror is the King of all the Kings on the Earth, 
the Mightieft of the Mighty Ones; the Phenix of 
Honour, Power, and: unparallel’d Majefty; Bro- — 
ther and Companion of the Sun, Moon and Stars; 

a Prince of ‘a myfterious and fublime Lineage, in 

‘whom are. center’d all Glory and Excellency ; the 
‘Shadow of ‘God on Earth! i st isa: 

The Breath of Fame goes before the Van-Cou- 
rier of his Armies, purifying: all Places, and fil- 
jing them with Veneration and Terror. The Dutt 
that is raifed by his Heroick Cavalry,’ pafling thro’ 
‘the Air, caufes Trembling and Aftonifhment.in the 
3 DIGA 8 LOHTY te) oul 1 : Hearts 
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Hearts of the Chriffians. 'The Infidels fall before 
the fatal Scymetars of True Believers. 

May the 4nge/ of the Houfe of L/mae/ continue to 
profper the Holy Of-/pring, to extend their Con- 
quefts, and propagate the Faith unblemifh’d; that 
the Names of 4//a and Mahomet may be heard in all 
Climates, and from the utmoft Borders of the Earth. 


. Paris, 5th of the 6th Moon, 
of thé Year 1664. 


LOR ل‎ ER Oe 5 
To Ifouf, bis Kinfman, a Merchant at 
Aftracan. 


Have often wonder’d, why, among thereft of the 

Nations in Chri/tendom, thou wouldit not beftow 
the leaft tranfient Vifit on Spaiz. But upon more 
mature Confideration, I find thou art a Man of Judg- 
ment in Travelling. ‘That Country lies under a very 
ill Character, for the Penury of all things neceflary 
to fuftain the Lives of the Natives; and by Confe- 
quence, ’tis not to be thought they can fpare much 
for Strangers. A very inhofpitable Region, abound- 
ing in Beggars, Thieves, and Dfones: Full of Wine 
and Gold,, yet barren in Corn and rich People. 

Thou wilt not think this a Paradox, when thou 
fhalt confider, that the Spaniards have all their Corn 
from France, Germany, or Sicily: And that for this 
and other Reafons, Spain is but like a Sieve, through 
which the immenfe Treafures of Peru and Mexico 


are drain’d into other Countries. 


You may travel fome Days together in Spain, 
without feeing any thing fave the dry Face of a 
Defart. And if you chance to meet with'a Houfe, 
wherein you may fhelter your felf and your Horfe, 

| I expect 
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expect no better than a Ramezan Entertainment. 


. For you muft faft all Day, and think your felf much 
~ refpected if you can get a few Onions, or other 


Lal 


‘Roots and Herbs, with a Morfel of Bread and F lefh 
at Night, to keep you from being fenfible that you 
are actually ftarving. 

Then the Inhabitants are the proudeft People on 
Earth. You fhall meet with none but Kings, Prin- 
ces, Viceroys, or at leaft Men that conceit them- 
felves fuch. They are alfo mercilefs in their Re- 
venge; cruel, obdurate, covetous, morofe and in- 
exorable. In a word, Spain is the Fe/wits Paradife, 
the Fews Purgatory, and the Hell of Women. 

I therefore commend thy Fortune, or thy Pru- 
dence rather, which would not fuffer thee to fall into 
the Hands of thofe Barbarians; nor think it worth 
thy Pains to breathe an Air infected with fo many 
Vices. ‘Thou haft paffed thro’ many more inviting 
Provinces, and art at laft happily feated to thy Mind. 
Improve thy Opportunities in doing Good. ~ ae 

1 fent a Letter to our Coufin So/yman, advifing ~ 
him to give thee a Vifit. If he comes, receive him | 
kindly, and perform the Part of a Kinfman; put 

all Expences to my Account, and remember that no 
Man is born for himfelf. 


Paris, 610 of the tb Moon, 
of the Year 1664. , | 


ee ere 


Shah cigs Saeed Willd ae Sea. Ga 
To Afis, Bafia. 


LL Europe is alarm’d with the mighty Prepa- 
rations which our invincible Sovereign is ma- ' 

king to invade the German Empire. Great is their 
Coniter- 
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Cotifternation and Fear, and Couriers are every 
where running up and down from one Kingdom and 
Court to another, to remonftrate the common Dan- 
ger and beg Afliftance. Every body appears zealous 
in a Caufe which concerns all Chriffendom; and the 
French King has lent the Emperor 8000 Men. 

The Duke of Beaufort is alfo gone with a Squa- 
‘dron of Ships to encounter the Cor/airs of Algiers, 
«and other Dominions of Barbary. 

The Pope has fent to the Emfperor’s Affitance fix 
thoufand Foot and two thoufand Horfe. And the 
reft of the Emperor’s Allies are raifing Levies gor” 
him as faft as they can: It being current News, 
that the Grand Signior in Perfon is ah the Head of 
two hundred thoufand Men, entering into Huzgary 
as a Conqueror: That he has taken above forty 
Towns, ruin’d all the Country where he paffed 
through, and that in avlittle ‘Time he will be at the 
Walls of Vienna. 

In the mean time, this Court appedrs infenfible 
of the general Danger which threatens Chriffendom. 
They are altogether taken up in Ba//ads, Plays, and 
Frafting ; minding their own Intereft more than that 
of their Neighbours, and reveling as if the King of 
France was fole Monarch of the World. 

_ Here is arriv’d a Legate from Rome to compofe 
the Differences between the Pope and this Crown. 
His Name is Cardinal Chi. He is receiv’d with un- 
parallel’d Magnificence, as if he were an Angel 
from Heaven; for the French King loves to fhew 
‘his Grandeur on fuch Occafions. Befides, all the 
Nations which are in the Communion of the Latin 
‘Church, have an unreferv’d Veneration for the Ro- 

man Mufti, whom they efteem the Succefor of Pe- 

ter the Prince of the Apoffles.  * 

"This young Monarch has a large Soul. The whole 

‘World feems too little to fatisfy his Ambition. He 

lays the Foundation of cia greater than ae 
mici , 2 0 


# 
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of Alexander the Conqueror of Afa..He heaps up 
Money at a prodigious Rate, raifes vaft Armies, builds 
magnificent Palaces, keeps Kings. in. Perfion, fup- 
ports many Princes of Germany; and, in a word, 
commands more of them, than does the Emperor 
himfelf, who is their lawful. Sovereign. 
_ Yet after-all, I cannot perceive that he lofes any 
Degree of that Refpeét.which he owes, and which 
his Predeceffors havealways paid tothe Grand Signior, 
who is the undeniable Arditer of the whole World. 
God grant our Sovereigz long Life, perpetual Vi- 
pre and a good Stomach to his Meat, which.the 
ing of France wants to the Accomplifhment of his 
Happinefs; for at prefent he feeds like a Sparrow. 


Paris, 1944 of the 8th Moon, bra 
of the Year 1664. 


las iP Tk RAI 


‘To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 


cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


HOU wilt perceive the vat Refpe& I have 
for thee by my frequent Difpatches... ‘T'hy 
Commands are to me as the Laws and Sanftions of 
the Ottoman Empire, which I will never violate. I 
am no Flatterer ; witnefs my Letters to fome of the © 
Grandees, wherein I have not fpar’d to reprove their 
Vices, Errors, and Male-Adminiftration. If a Bafa 
has been unjuft, feditious, or engag’d in rebellious 
Practices; if he has prov’d an Extortioner, a Drun- 
kard, or a Tyrant, he has not efcap’d without a_ 
due Reprimand. I have been bold in correcting, . 
advifing, and giving Counfel to the greateft Mini- 
.fters in the Empire... And this was a Province ap- 
pointed me by the Flower of /ublime Glory, the Pha- 
nix 
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nix of Honour, fole Favourite and Truffee of the 
Grand Signior, the Vizir Azem, inwhofe Cuftody 
were the Seals of Imperial Secrets, Maje/tick Decrees 
and Royal Ediés; who being the Primum Mobile 
of the refulgent Mu/u/man State, gave Life, Acti- 
vity, and Order, to allthe Inferior Orbs, Springs, 
and /nffruments of Government. 

1 receiv’d this Command many Years ago, and 
he that gave it me is gone to the World of Spirits. 
Yet the Injunction remains in Force, being ftamp’d 
with the myiterious Signet, the Charafer of /u- 
preme and immutable Authority. In Obedience to 


which I have never warp’d or flinch’d from the Dyty - 


enjoin’dme. And to demonftrate that I did not do 
this in a vain Oftentation of thy Power which was 
given me,] have not fail'd all along to pay toa Man of 
Merit the Attach and Veneration that was his Due. 
°Tis with inexpreflible Pleafure I throw my felf 
at the Feet of a wife and virtuous Man; with ex- 
treme Complacency I kifs the Duft whereon he 
treads, and unfold’ all my Faculties in expreffing 
my Efteem. Iam full of Platonick Love, and build 
Altars in my Breaft, to a Soul deferving the inno- 
cent Sacrifices of amourous Paflions, the Incenfe of 
Gratitudeand a pure Affe&ion, an Holocauf? of In- 
tegrity and loyal Friendfhip. 
‘I proteft, by the Hopes I have of fitting on the 
Banks of the Rivers in Eden, and of being regal’d 
in the delectable Chiofes of Paradife, that I honour 


thy Learning and other fage Perfe@ions; that un-. . 


blemifh’d Life, thofe excellent Morals and the un- 
parallel’d Sweetnefs of Modefty, which crowns ali 
thy Actions. But I will fay no more to a Man who 
cannot hear ‘his own Praifes. The beft Method of 
exprefling my regard, will be to anfwer thy Expe- 
étations, in prefenting thee with the true Pourtrai- 
&ure of thefe Weffern Nations and People, which 
thou fo paflionately coveteit. 

13 I mu 


w 
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I muft defire thee to excufe the Confufion and 
want of Order in my Letters; fince I fend thee 
a Medly of Remarks, asthey come to my Know. 
ledge and Memory. 

It is, not long ago fince I wrote to: L/ouf, Ei” 
Acbmed, a i i of mine, a Merchant at 4/fra- 
can; and among other things, I took notice DA his 
not going to fee Spain in his Travels; for he has 
teen in moftof the Kingdoms of Ezrope, and. over 
all dfaand Africk. Inthat Letter I deferib’d Spaiz 
in its worft Colours. Now Twill fhew it totheein 
another Figure, without{werving from the Truth: 

«For every Country hasits Perfections and Excellen- 
ciés, as wellas its Defects and Blemifhes..:: 

If Spain have a barren Soil for Corn, Nature has 
made amends for that Fault in the Purity. of the 
Air, and the Plenty of Fruits: 'The Sands of. her 
Rivers are of the moft perfect Gold... Her Villages, 
tho’ few, are greater and. more populous. than fome 
Cities; witnels Madrid... Her Mountains are. of. £- 
ron, Marble, and Fafper... Her Vallies underlaid 
with Lead, Brafs, and Silver, Spain of old was the 
Tharfis of Solomon, the Ophir of the Phewicians, 
and the Peru of Rome. 

In thofe Days the Inhabitants of Spain: were fa- 
mous for their Fortitude, and invincible Conftan- 
cy. ’Tis recorded, that the Inhabitantsof Saganto 
in the Province of Valencia, when ‘they, were be- 
fieged by Hannibal, and fo oppreffed by the. Cartha- 
ginians, chofe to burn themfelves, with their Wives, 
Children, and all their Wealth, «rather than yield 
to the Enemies. ri 

Their Fidelity alfo was fo بانع سكاتت‎ that fome 
of the Roman Emperors hadalwaysa Guard of Spa- 
niards near their Perfons; as the French King, the 
Pope, and other Princes do now confide in’ the 
trully Swifes. 1 


But 


3 
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But tho’ there remain flill fome {catter’d Rem- 
nants of the ancient Virtue among them, efpecially 
in Bifcayand Ca/file, yet the greateft Part of the Spa- 
niards are degenerated. They make no Figure now 
in the World, but only for their Gold, and the 
Vaftnefs of their Dominions; for they poffefs the 
beft half of America, are Lords of two mighty Em-. 
pires, and not without large Territories in the other 
three Quarters of the World. Yet the too great 
Extent of their Power has weaken’d its Vigor; the 
Affluence of their Wealth has really impoverifh’d 
them, and by itraining their Honour too high they 
have crack’d it, being now- of little or no Efteenz» 
in Europe. Their Glory fadesat the rifing Grandeur 
of France, which makes radiant and {wift Advances 
towards its Zenith. This young Monarch is already 


become the Arbiter of all Chriffendom. 


Accomplifh’d Mizi/fer, there is nothing in Na- 
ture ftedfaft; The World is but an eternal Circula- 
tion of Events, Viciffitudes, and Changes, without 
Beginning or End. Only Gop remains immutable 
in his own Effence, which is the Center of every 
thing. May thou and I meet there, andthen we 
fhall be eternally happy. Adieu. 


Paris, 12th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1664. 


dEi Dike Ri STV. 
To Mufu Abu’! Yahyan, Alfaqui, Pro- 
feflor of Philofophy at Fez. 


Y the Faith andObedience I owe to Mobammed 

our Holy Lawgiver; by the 4/coran, and all 

that is efteem’d facred among the Mu/z/mans, I 
14 fwear,, 


‘ fwear,.thy long Silence made me conclude my firft 
Letter was unwelcome to thee. But now I'm con- 
vinced to the contrary. ‘Thy generous Anfwer has 
removed my Apprehenfions, and filled me with 
Complacency. Henceforth I fhall ret affur’d and 
confident of thy Friendfhip, promifing my felf vaft 
Improvements from fo learned a Converfation, tho’ 
only by Letters at many hundred Leagues Diftance. 

| As to what thou requireit of me concerning the 
various Languages of Europe, I will inform thee 
the beft I can, according to the Obfervations I 


shave made, and the Intelligence I have receiv'd- 


“froca Men of Letters, and from Books, which are 
the Pi&ures of learned Souls, Mirrors wherein 
they may behold their own PerfeCtions, whilft they 
are on Earth, and after their Departure to the Jzzi- 
fibles, other Men may fee the interior Beauties of 
their Mind reprefentèd tothe Life. For Words are 
the perfect Sculpture of the Inte//eé?, or at leaf its 
Mezzotinto. "They are the exprefs Portraicture of 
Divine and Human Reafon. Thus the A/corazis 
call’d by fome of our holy Doétors, The true Image 
of Original Increafed Wifdom. 

Now of all the Words and Languages on Earth, 
thou know’it the Pre-eminence has been for ever 
given to عامط‎ of the E4/; and among them tothe 
Arabian, both inregard of its Purity and of its Anti- 
«quity, from whence it is ftyl’d the Virgiz Mother of 
Languages, the Di4/e4 of the Bleffed Above. 
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Thou know’ft that for this Reafon it is, the Trze 3 


Faitbfulcovetno Species of Learning more ardently _. 


‘than to be perfe&ly Skill’d in fo divine a Speech, 
wherein the Volume of Celeftial Majeffy was penn’d 

in Heaven before the Throne of Gop, and fent 

« down.on Earth by the Hand of Gaérie/, Prince of 
, the Meffengers who fly on the Errands of the Omai- 
potent. It was fent, I fay, to the Prophet, who 

ould neither write nor read, that the World 
might 
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| might be convinc’d of its Divine Original. Yet the 
incredulous will not believe ; ‘Tho’ it is manifeft. 
to any Man of impartial Senfe, That a Perfon al- 
together ignorant of Letters, could not poffibly, 
compofe a Book, the moft Elegant that ever was. 
penn’d in the World, and wherein not the leaft. 
Blemifh or Contradiction can be found from the 
Chapter of the Preface to the lat Verficle, which 
windsup the whole Vo/ume. Oh! obdurate Hearts: 
of Infidels; Oh! wilfully blind, that fhut their 
Eyes againft the Splendors of Eterzal Light: Oh! 
refolvedly Deaf, that ftop their Ears againft the 
Voice of God and-his Prophet, neither will they li- 
{ten to the foft Whifpers which are wafted freen: 
Paradife. 

Such as the Nazarenes, who for the Sake of the 
. Greek and Roman'Tongues, of which they are paf- 
fionately enamour’d, educate their Children in a. 
fair Way to believe all the monftrous Fictions of 
the ancient Poets, or at leaft all the lying Tales. 
and Legends of their own Priefts, which are ten. 
times more fabulous than the former, and more’ 
inconfiftent with Reafon. And this they do rather 
than tobe at the Pains of Learning Arabick, which: 
would inftru& them in Truths as clear and ferene: 
as the Orient Sun. 

T fhall fay little of عامط‎ Two ancient Languages. 
of Greece and Rome, in regard they being now 
grown obfolete, are only to be learn’d in Schools 5; 
Thou,.no doubt, art vers’d in. them ad Unguem,. as: 
the Latins phrafe it. 

That which feems propereft for me to inform: 
thee of is, That the Roman or Latin Tongue ap- 
pears like an old-antiquated: Mother thruft out of 
Doors by her four ungrateful: Daughters, Jta/iaz,, 
French, Spanifb; and‘ Portugueze: 'Thefe are her: 
natural Offspring, begot during the Roman Conquefts: 
in the We/?, and CI that Empire was: 


1 


/ 
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in'its Decline. Sothat now they are taken forno. | 
better than Mongre/sand Bafards.. In Spanifbthere | 


is a great Mixture of Gathi/h and Morefco Words 3. 


the French retain many of their old. Gaulifh Idioms., 


The Jtaliaz is corrupted with a Hotch-potch of 
Words, leftby the Vandals, Huns, and Longobards. 


ب 5 


Yet that Fault is recompenc’d by Abundance of | 


Greek Etymologies. As for the Portuguexe, ’tis but 


‘a Dialect of Spazifb, and lies under the fame Imper-: 


fections, 

The only pure Maternal Languages now current 
among the common People in.any Part of Ezrope, 
are the Teutonick, Sclavonick, and Britifh:> The fir& 
is fpoken in Germany to perfection, but corruptly 
in Swedeland, Denmark, and the United Provinces. 
"The Second 5 common to the Hungarians, Molda- 
vians, Poles, Rafcians, and many other Nations. 
"The laft is confin’d to the Wel/b, a People inhabit- 


“inga Corner of Great-Brittain, driven thither by 


59 


the victorious Sexoxs their Conquerors, above a | 


"T'houfand Years ago. As for the reft, they areon- 
ly mix’d Diale&s, and fo not worth taking Notice: 
of; excepting one mountainous Part of Spain, where 


the Inhabitants are faid to {peak pure Aradick at 


this Day. ‘They are fuppofed to be a Remnant of 
the Moors. 


The Criticks here in the We/?, ufe to give thefe 
following Rules in Reference to Languages. If you 
would addrefs to God, fpeak in Greek or Latin, be- 
caufe of their Antiquity, Purity, and majeftick 


Loftinefs: If to Kings, {peak in Spazi/b, in regard | 


of its flow Pronunciation and Gravity: If to Mez, 
ufe Italian; to Women, French; to Dogs, well: 

But if you would affright an Exemy, or the Devil 
himfelf, fpeak High Dutch. 

They relate a Story of a German Ambaflador at 
the French Court, whodeliver’d his Meflagein Teg- 
sonick 3 which when a certain Grazdee heard, pas 

800 
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took Notice of its harfh and ftrong Emphajfis, he 
fwore ’twas his Opinion, That this was the Lan-' 
guage wherein God curs’d Adam, Eve, and the 
Serpent. The German turning to him, anfwered. 

٠ brifkly, °7zs poffible, Monfieur, it may be fos but‘ 
then I hope you'll grant, that French was the Occa- 
fion of this Curfe, when the Devilchofe to tempt Eve 
in that Language for its Effeminacy, wheedling ber, 
a la mode de Paris, to eat the forbidden Fruit. 

Renown'd Mz/u, do me the Honour of frequent 
Letters; Initruét me in things whereof I’m igno- 
rant: Make me familiar with the Remarkables of 
the Country where thou refideft: Tranfport Fez, 
with the other Parts of 4frick which are knowg to:” 
thee ; tranfport them, I fay, fucceflively to Paris > 
every Moon, on a Piece of Paper, and I will fend — 

_ thee all Chriffendom by Way of Exchange: For 
thus it becomes the Lovers of Wifdom, to barter 
for Knowledge. 


Paris, 1oth of the +112 Moon, - 
of the Year 1664. ~ 


Te برت الها‎ INT] 


To Ofman Adrooneth, Aftrologer Zo the 
Sultan at Adrianople. 


Hofe of thy Profeffion here in the We/?, are: 
wholly taken up in contemplating a certain: 

Comet which appears in the Firmament. *'Tis of that: 
Sort which they call dearded. And fome will 
have it to refemble a Lion, others fay,.’tis like a. 
Dragon, a Crocodile, a Bear, and I know not what. 
There is hardly a Species of four-footed Beafts, 
to which the giddy Rabble do not refemble it.. 
~ ١ 16 And: 
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And fome affert it to be the gni Figure of a 
Sword, | 

The Matbematicians are Ardinîhe all their Skill, 

. to take the true Dimenfions of this Ce/efial Appa- 
rition. ‘The Painters are drawing it to the Life 5 
the Poets are making Songs and Ballads of it. And 
the more learned Sages are framing A/fronomical 
Schemes, like fo many Gins or Traps to catch this 
Meteor in. They watch all its Motions, and dog it 
from one Heavenly Houfe to another; they track it 
through the moft intricate Paths of the Sky. 

If it ftands fill, or makes a tranfient Addrefs to 

«any Planet, eminent Star, or Conffellation, we are 
prefintly alarm’d with the News of it, and'bid to 
be upon our Guard, as if there were fome Mifchief 
a plotting agdinft us Above. ‘The World is ha- 
rangu’d' with fatal Predictions of Wars, Famine, 
Earthquakes, and other Calamities, the fure Confe- 
quences of this fuppos’d Prodigy. 

Tell me, thou who art converfant in the Szi- 
ence of the Stars, and the myfterious Philofophy of 
Nature, what thefe Comets are? Whether they be 
only Exbalations drawn. up into the higher Region 
of the 4ir, by the Force of the Suz; Or, whether - 
they be more folid ‘andidurable Subftances ? Whe- 
ther they be of a pofthumous Origin like the 
Clouds, Hail, Rain, Snow, andother Meteors, the 
daily Products of Nature, the upftart Of- -fpring of 
the Elements? Or, whether they are in the Rank of 
thofe Beings, whofe Antiquity is untraceable, which 
are as old as the World; fuch as the Sur, Mor, 
Stars, and this Earth whereon we tread? 

For my part, I believe ’tis no Herefy th Science, 
whatever ’tis in Religion, to ftart new Maxims. For 
we ought to know, both in the one-and the other ; 
what we call Innovation, is but a reviving thofe: 
Principles, which thro’ Defuetude, or the Corrup- 

tion 
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| tion of Times are grown obfolete, out of Date and 


forgotten, tho’ really the moft primitive and ancient 
Truths in the World. 

Thus I cannot forbear thinking there are fome 
other G/obes fcatter’d up and down the infinite Ex- 
panfe, befide thofe whofe continual Brightnels ex- 
pofes them to our Eyes. 

The Moon, "tis known, with Venus and other 
Planets, receive their Light gradually from the و3477‎ 
by Hemifpberes: So that tis certain each of thefe 
Orbicular Bodies is always dark by half. And where 
is the So/aci/m, if we fuppofe there are other opaque 
Bodies in the Firmament which receive no Light at 
all, and by their Nature and Qualities,. are ingapa- 
ble of receiving any but from within themfelves? 
So we may fuppofe thefe Comets ta be {uch folid 
Globes, made refplendent by an Eruption: of their 


_ central Fires. 


God only knows the Truth in fuch Cafes. And 
thou art better able to decide thefe Queftions than I. 
Therefore referring it to thy fage Judgment, I pray 
him who made the Stars, and orders their Domir. 
nion on Earth, to blefs thee with favourable Influ- 
ences That thy Sou/ may be always like a Land fiou- 
rifhing under the {weet Afpetts of Orion and. the 
Pleiades. 


Paris, 224 of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1664. 


LET EER 
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To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


H E French have had fo many Occafions of 
Joy of late, that it is hard to determine, 
which affects them moft nearly. 

The Satisfaction which the Pope gave this Mo- 
garch, for the Injuries formerly done to his Ambafia- 
doret Rome, began the Triumph of the Frezch Court. 
I have already {ent Intelligence of that Quarrel, and 
how high theeRefentments of the King flew, on 
the fame Day that he receiv’d the firft News of fo 
barbarous an Affront. Now I fhall acquaint thee, 
That there enfu’d a Treaty between them at Pi/a, a 
City of Jta/y in the Dukedom of Tu/cany, after the 
French Troops had terrified them into a State-Pe- 
nitence, by the menacing Approaches they made 
toward the Eccleffaffical Territories, through the 
Principalities of Modena and Parma. Thefe Two 
are Friends to France, and their Intereft makes them 
fo, in regard that Crown protects ’em from the 
Popes Oppreffion, who is always efteem’d an ill 
Neighbour, by the [ta/ian Princes, whofe Domini- 
ons lie next to his. For this Roman Prelate is very 
potent and rich; he would in a fhort time be Lord 
of all Exrope in Temporals as well as Spirituals, were 
he not curb'd by the King of France and his Allies. 

This makes all the /itt/e Sovereigns round about 
Rome, ttand in Awe of the Monarch who was born 
to command Crowned Heads. Wonder not at the 
Eypreffion: For I tell thee, fome of the greateft 
Princes in Europe are his Penfioners. ‘This very 
Quarrel with the Pope, has gain’d the ARDA King 

hree 
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Three Cardinals more than were his Friends for- 
merly. . 

The Conelufion of the Treaty was, That the Pope 
fhould fend a Legate de Latere into Fratte, to paci- 
fy the King’s Wrath; and that the Militia or Re- 
manGuards whom they call Sbirri and Cor/es, fhould 
be for ever abolifh’d, and a Pyramid be ereéted over 
againft their Guard-houfe, with. an Infcription in 
Latin and French, declaring their Crime and Pu- 
nifhment. 

This put the Court of France into a very jolly 
Humour. They fell prefently to Feafting and Re- 
veling ; and the King’s next Proje& was the Con; 
queft of Barbary. To this End he fent the Dake of 
Beaufort with a Fleet of great Ships, to clear the 
Seas of African Corfairs, that fo anArmy might be 
fafely tranfported from Youlon, and landed on the 
oppofite Shore. His Defign in this was to reduce 
the Inhabitants of thofe happy Countries to the old 
Idolatry of their Forefathers, to plant there the Na- 
zarene Superffition, and make himfelf the fole Lord 
and Proprietor of Africk. 

I cannot divine what Succefs he will have in chis 
great Enterprize; but it appears as if God were angry 
with the Mu//u/mansz fuch continual Lofles they 
fuftain by Land and Sea. 

It is with no fmallGrief I faw not long ago, the 
French who ferv’d in Hungary this Campaign, re- 
turn to Paris laden with the Spoils of True Belie- 
gers. I cannot behold the very Cymetars and En- 
fiens which thefe /zfide/s took from the vanquifh’d: . 
O/mans hang up in their Temples as Trophies of their 
Vidory, without inexpreflible Paffion and Regret. 
°Tis faid here, the Grand Signior has lof in Fauno 
gary above thirty thoufand “Men this Campaign 3: 
whereof ten thoufand were kill’d in one Battel, and 
a hundred and fifty Colours taken, with fixteen: 
Cannons. 

Befides, 


% 
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Befides, thefe Giafers grate my Ears with another 
Bravado, boafting that one French Ship of War 


_. fought feven Hours with three and thirty of the 


Grand Signior’s Gallies, funk five, {catter’d the rett,. 
and came off with a compleat Viftory. 

’Tisa vaft Advantage the French have in the Situ- 
ation of their Country, in that it is wafl’d on the 
South by the Mediterranean, on the North by the 
Main Sea: So that ’tis eafy for them to curb the 
greateft part of Ewrope on one Side, and fufficiently 
moleft the Levantines.on the other. As for the We- 
ffern Parts, this Kingdom. is their very Center: 
Where all the Lines of War, Peace, Commerce, and: 
"Praffisk meetand terminate. She is to Chrifendomy. 
what Egypt and Sici/y were in former Ages to. the. 
Empire of O/deRome, an inexhauftible Granary. 
Whatfoever defirable Things Nature has frugally 
drop'd.here and there in other Regions, are found 
in this Kingdom as in their Original Seminary. Corn 
is plentiful as Gra/s, Wine is almoft as cheap here, as 
Water is with you in fome:Partsof Turkey. ‘The Fens: 
and Lakes are cover’d with 07/2 Fowl. The Mea- 
dows with Sheep, Deer, Goatsand Oxen. There's no- 
thing fearce but Hens, Egos, and True Believers. E 
had almoft forgot their remarkable Plenty: of Salt, 
the bare Cuftom of which, augments the King’s: 
Coffers with four Millions of Zequins every Year. 

France alto abounds in Hemp, a.moft. neceffary: 
Vegetable; whereof fhe not only makes all Her own 
Cordage and Sails, but alfo furnifhes her Neigh- 
bours, which brings'in: a confiderable. Revenue: 
There is an infinite Plenty of Fruits, and. Trees for 
Timber, of Iron, Marble, Free-ffone, and.all Things 
neceflary for building Ships or Houfes, for Defence or 
Offence by Land or Sea. Neither are there wanting: 
Mines of Gold, Silver, Tin, Lead, Copper, and other 
Metals whereof Men make the Infiruments of War, 
and the Entertainment of Peace. In a word, this 

Country 
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Country is fo enrich’d with every thing, that fome 
Hiftorians and Philofophers have call’d it the Parent 
” of Plenty, others the Fountain of earthly Blifs, the 
moft incomparable Region of this Globe, the Epito- 
me of the World, or rather a little World itfelf. 
Serene Scribe, thou wilt not wonder at the uni- 
— verfal Succeffes of the French Arms, when thou con- 
fidereft thefe Things, and heareit the Provinces are 
peopled like Kingdoms, the Cities appear like whole 
Provinces, for multitude of Inhabitants. To fay all 
in a word, the common Charaéter of France, is the 
~ fame which Philofophers give to Nature, That 
there can be no Vacuum found in it. 


Paris, 25¢h of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1664. 


Dp 


Le bi Dio) Ree ae 


To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Pre/ident 
of the College of Sciences at Fez. 


Ermit me to rufh into thy Prefence, venerable 
Patron of Philofophy, without the ufual For- 
malities of Addrefs, or PunGilios of Introduion. 
Let me be admitted like a Man with Coals of Fire 
on his Head, as the Cuftom is at the Jmperial Port, 
in urgent Cafes: For I am newly inflam’d afrefh 

with Pythagori/m, Platonifm, and Indianifm. 
Floods, Fires, and other Devaftations by War, 
Famine, Peftilence, Earthquakes, and fuch like Con- 
tingencies, have either quite abolifh’d the True and 
Primitive Science of the firft Ages, in moft Parts of 
the Earth; or at leaft very much diminifh’d and ob- 
fcur’d their Original Splendor. . 
The beft Manufcripts are loft, unlefs the Indians 
have preferv’d’em. Qur Fathers grew torpid, ftu- 
pified, 
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pified and defperate, under the publick Calamities 
which overwhelm’d whole Cities, Provinces, Kings | 
doms and Empires: There was no Encouragement 
for a Scribe or a Man of Letters, to put himielf to 
a needlefs Toil in labouring to preferve the Records 
which came from Heaven: Hiftories of the World 
invifible, celeftial, perfe&, and eternal; Traditions 
of undifcoverable Antiquity; Pandedts replenifh’d 
with bright Oriext4/ Wifdom, and feal’d with the. 
Tetragrammaton,which thou know’ft is the Signet of 
the Fir/? and the Laft ? Even of the Divinity which 
comprehends all things; and is itfelf comprehended 
» of none. 

Tiad they gone about fuch a Tafk, they knew that 
fome ill Fate pr other would fwallow their Writings, 
and bury them in eternal Oblivion. Hence it is, 
that at this Day we can hardly boaft of the Footfteps 
of antient Knowledge, a few Fragments and Reli¢ts 
of Primitive Learning fcatter’d up and down in di-* 
vers Authors, and much ady/terated with the vain 
Opinions and Errors of After-times. For every Wri- 
ter was. either inclin’d or fore’d, to flatter the Age 
wherein he liv’d, and not oppofe their Tenets. So | 
that now there is fcarce any true Philosophy eXtant 
on this fide the Ganges. 

How thofe Brachmans only had the Happinefs to 
conferve fo facred a Treafure, can be no other way 
made out, than by their own conftant Tradition, 
that the Deluge of Noah never reach’d عامط‎ utmoft 
Borders of the Land toward the £a/?. And perhaps 
the fame Reafon may be given for the untraceable 
Chronologies of the Chinese, their Neighbours. For 
tho’ they differ in the Sentiments and Rites of their 
Religion, in their Laws, Cuftoms, and Manner of 
Government; yet they both agree in affirming the 
World to be indeterminately Old, putting a cer- 
tain Number of Millions of Years, for an uncer- 
tain, far beyond.it; which is but a modeft Re- 

trenchment | 
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trenchment of their own Thoughts, as if they were 
unwilling it fhould be falfely peed that they 
aim’d at an Hyperbole. 

They fay, ‘That the fir? Matter is co- DOTI, with _ 
Gop, as Light is co-eval with the Sua, produc’d — 
alfo and depending after the fame manner. For as 
the Light difus'd through the Air, is not properly 
the Suz, but an infeparable Effect of it; fo the U- 
niverfe is not Gop, but his production, ever fubfift- 
ing on him, and never to be divided from his Zter- 
nal Effence. And for ought I fee, the moft fignificant 
Language in the World, has no other Way to ex- 
prefs Things of this abftrufe Nature. They are too , 
fublime for human. T'hought ; much more ‘dowhey 
tranfcend the Power of Speech. All the Dia/eGs on 
Earth are too barren of Words, andW rds too defec- 
tive in Senfe, to defcribe the ineffable Secrets of E- 
ternity. 

As for the various Ranks of Beings, thé infinite 
Diverfity of Forms, refulting from the fir/? Matter, 
they think.it reafonable to, believe, that’ they were 
fucceflively produc’d in Time every one in its Or- 
der, and according to its Perfeétion. 

I tell thee, it appears much more rational forme 
to believe this, than that the fir? Matter itfelf was 
parco out of nothing above five or fix thoufand 

ears ago, as the Fees and Chriffians feem.to teach. 
Rather than ftarve my Reaton with fo fhort an Idea 
of the. World's Age, I.would embrace the Senti- 

_ ments of Democritusand Epicurus, fappofe an Inf- 
nity of Spaces and Worlds,an Eternity of Generati- 
ous and Corruptions, a continual Change not only of 
Individuals, but of the very Species of Things, thro” 
the fatal Goncourfe- and Blending of Atoms: Yet not 
denying the Unity of the Divine Effence, nor under- 
valuing his Providence all the while. For thefe 
Things are, in my Opinion,, ivery; compatible one 
with another. 

Ida 
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‘I do not pretend to be fingular, or fet up for a 
Dogmatifi. Neither am I ambitious ofbeing efteem’d 
a Wit, by venting Notions above the Reach of vul- 
gar Capacities. ”T is only the pure Love of Truth, 
which encourages me to take this Liberty with thee, 
who in Matters of Philo/ophy art the only Mafter of 
the Age. 

To thee, therefore I fubmit all my Sentiments, as 
to an Oracle; defiring thy impartial Anfwer, and 
couching the Faculties of my Soul, in the moft hum- 
ble Attach to thy venerable Wifdom, I become mute 
as a Mummy. 


Paris, 30th of the 12th Moon, 
of the 3607 1664. 


LETT ER XxVUr 


To pra Santone of the Vale al 
Sidon!!! 0 98 


HAT: is. this World, that on all fides in- 
vades our Senfes? ‘This Earth under our 
Feet; thofe Clouds whirling over our Heads; thefe 
Winds fhaking the Trees; that azure Sky, with all 
its glittering Ornaments? What's all this but an 
eternal Dream; a meer Shadow of Gop ‘Almighty’s $ 
Thoughts? "Tis pleafant living in it; ’tis allo pain- 
ful. In his Senfe this Univerfe is perfectly good; 
in ours ’tis mixed with Evil. He made it for his 
own Diverfion, and our Scrutiny.  ”Tis to us a 
Field of Riddles and Contradi@ions. In Summer 
we curfe the Heat, and in Winter blafpheme the 
Cold. Yet we blefs both the one and the other, when 
we feel em in due Meafure and Seafon. One ‘Hour, 
this Colour pleafes the Eye, another that; and 
perhaps 


he 
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perhaps in the next, "tis difgufted at them both. 
We never find Reft or Content in any Thing. The 
fofteft Mufick at fometimes grates our Ears, like the 
eroaking of Toads. The moft agreeable Odours, 
sare as the Smell of aSepulchre, loathfome and abo- 
minable. ‘The moft delectable Wines and favoury 
Meats, at fuch Seafons, are unpalatable as the Be- 
verage and Diet of Hell. Neither can the more in- 
finuating Charms of Women, put us in a better 
Humour. All the whole Syftem of Nature joyned 
together, isnot fufficient to afford useafe.. Nothing 
but a Ray from the Omnipotent can alleviate our , 
Melancholy, or give us a Tafte of our felves.#F or 
we are the very Deity in {catter’d Fragments; or 
we are feparated Drops of the Divin? Effence; Vo- 
. datile Spirits of Eternity; by Fate orChance, fix’d 
in proper Vehicles of Témeand Matter. O Santone ! 
this whole Corporeal Univerfe isbut a Web fpun from 
the Bowels of an Infinite Gop, and wrought with 
inimitable Artifice, to catch damaterial Forms, I- 
dea’sand Sou/sin, whichare the genuine Off-fpring 
of the Eternal Mind. We Mortalsof human Race, 
vare but fo many Parcelsof the Divinity in Difguife, 
trepan’d into Bodies, by certain hidden Baits, Mag- 
wets, and Charms lurking in Embryos, with which 
we have fome Sympathy. Weare all Gods in Mafque- 
rade. So are the Beaftsof the Fields, the Birds of the 
Air, and the Fifh of the Sea. 

Let us not therefore condemn the antique Cere- 
monies of Gentile Religion, which taught Men to 
adore the Suz, Moon, and Stars, the Elements, and 
all that is within their Circumference, efpecially the 
Souls of departed Heroes, Demy-Gods, Nymphs, and 
the reft of thofe Beings,which are the e/deff Progeny 
of Eternal Nature. For in fo doing, they did but 
build Altars to the original Fountain of the Uni- 
verfe. Since Gop isin the Winds, in the Rain, in 
the Thunder, Lightning, Hail, and other Meteors ; 
| Ma 5 aor ah 
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in the Heavens and Air, Sun, Moon, and Stars; in 
the Fire, Earth, and Water. in Plants and Animals s 
finally, fince he is in the Elements, and every thing 
compounded of them; he is not only in them, but 
is thefe very things by an ineffable Produfion of 
himfelf. And when the fizal Confummation {hall 
come, it will be but a withdrawing all the extended 
Lines of his Infinity, into their Center, where thou 
and I, and every divided 4tom in Nature fhall meet, 
be united and fwallow’d up in eternal. Beatitude. 
Amen! Amen! Oh thou Lord and Father of all - 
* thiges, inexhauftible Abyfs of Miracles which know 
no End. 7 PA 


2 
Paris, 62h of the.1? Moor, 
of the Year 1665. 


~ 


LETTE RIN: 
To the fame. La 


Uppofing it were otherwife than I have faid: 

Grant the Doétrine of Epicurus true. Believe 
that we and all Things were produc’d by the Fortz/- 
tous Concourfe of Atoms: Yet ftill we have the fame, 
or greater Reafon to value our felves as diminu- 
tive Gods, fince in this Senfe we muit of Neceflity 
be Eternal, every Atom being fo, of which we are 
compounded. In the Opinion of thefe Philofopbers, 
there’s no fuch thing as an Origin or Beginning of 
the Univerfe: Each Particle of Matter with them, 
is as old as the Divinity. We have all rang’d Eter- 
nally from one Form and World to another; dane’d 
to the Meafures of Fate, been Parts of the Orbs 
above, and of the Caverns below; ftray’d through 


the Heavens and all the Elements, taken an univer- 
fal 
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fal Career, through Infinite and Endlefs Spaces; and 
are now (as fix’d as we feem in thefe folid Hulks of 
Flefh) in the fame Hurly-burly as ever. — 

|. Thefe Bodies which we carry about us.are not 
compounded of the fame Atoms as they were fe- 
ven Years ago. ‘There is a perpetual Flux and Re- 
flux of Particles. ‘We die as faft as we live. Eve- 


ry Moment fubitracts from our Duration on Earth, 


as much as it adds to it. We move, breathe, and 
do all things by Paradox. Our very Effence is a 
Riddle. | 

With an open Heart therefore I applaud thy re- 
ligious Negligence of human Affairs, in thatfhou 
art divinely carelefs of thy felf, and every thing 
elfe, fave only to conferve thy Innoeénce. 

What fignifies it, whether we believe the Writ- 
ten Law or the Alcoran; whether we are Difciples 
of Mofes, Fefus,or Mahomet; Followers of Ariffotte, 


Plato, Pythagoras, Epicurus, or Ich Rend Hu the 


Indian Bramin ? Of what Import is it, whether we 
pray or not? Whether we kneel before Images, or 


in a naked Mo/gue ? It will be all one in the wind- ب‎ 


ing up. Weare but the Machines of Chance. As 
we live, fo fhall we die; and Gop knows what 
will become of us afterwards; neither is it worth 
our while to be follicitous, fince we can be certain 
of nothing. Perhaps, every 4tom of which we are 


made may be fcattei’d from the reft; we may be ~ 


tranfported piece-meal into Ten hundred thoufand 
Millions of Worlds, and feven-fold as many Years 
may expire, before two the minuteft Particles of 
our Frame meet together again. We need not to 
be troubled at all this: Nothing can hinder us from 
being Immortal and Eternal, tho’ it be but in Frag- 
ments. 

Go on then, Sacred Vagabond, Pious Rambler, 
Holy Fugitive; go on to affert, in the Courfe of 
thy Life, this great Truth, That all Things depend 
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on everlaffing Chance or Deftiny. Thy AQ&ions fhall — 


reprove the Hypocrites of the Age, who abound 
in fpecious Words. . And thy divine Indifference 
fhall condemn the hellifh Zeal of furious Bigots, 


who think to pleafe Gon, and atone for their Sins, 


by facrificing human Blood, and maflacring all that 
are not of their Faith. 


٠ Gop, or Chance, or Fate, fhall tranfport thee af. 


ter Death to happy Regions, immarceflible Joys, 
and an endlefs Succeflion of Blifs. Every Aton 
fhall find its Paradife. ‘Thou fhalt mount by de- 
grees, to full, infinite, and eternal Felicity. Adieu 


‘ fora Time. 


Paris, 204 of the 1/2 Moon, 
of the Year 1665. 


to Be Te Re we 


To Ifouf, bis Coufin, a Merchant at 
Aftracan. 


HEN I refle& on thy Happinefs, in ha- 

| \ ving been all thy Life at Liberty to change 
thy Refidence, and ramble whitherfoever thy 
Fancy invited thee; and that even now at 4/ra- 
cam, thou art no longer confined than by thy 


own Pleafure or Intereit, I cannot forbear envying 


thee. 

There is an inexpreflible Delight in ranging the 
various Traés of the Earth. Whereas to be per- 
petually fhut up and imprifoned, as I am, in a Ci- 
ty fo clofe and high-built, that the very Winds can 
fcarce find a Way into her interior Parts, isa per- 
fe& Hell upon Earth, | 


To 


Late. «e 


pra 


ira DIE 
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‘To fpeak the Truth, Paris may be call'da Heap 
or Aggregate of Cities, built one npon another, 
like Pelion upon Offa, fince the Houfes here are as 
high asthe Minarets at Conffantinople, anddivided 
like the Air into the /ower, middle and upper Regi- 
gus or Aparimentss or rather like the Heaveus, 
whofe Number 4/fronomers aflert to be Nine. For 
with fo many Stories do fome Houfes, nay, whole 
Streets in Paris, lift up their Heads; and every 
Story or Apartment’s peopled like a Bee-bive. So 
that in this infinite Throng of Inhabitants, and fuch 
as come hither about Bufinefs, we are ready tesbe 
ftifled with one another’s Breath: Whereas thou 
knoweft, in the Cities all over the Ea/) the Houfes 
are intermix’d with Gardens: They arelow-built, 
with Terra/fes on the Top to take the cool Airon by 
Night, with Parterres, Kafkaneys, Divans, Confers 
watories, and all the other Conveniencies for re- 
frefhing the Senfes, dy Water, Wind, and odsrife- 
rous Smells. © 

This makes me long to be at Con/fantinople, Da- ١ 
mafcus, Moful, orevenat Affracan, where thou re- 
fideft, tho’ that City want many Delights which 
others enjoy. However, I fhould there encounter 
with Tiere's and Terbants, the very Sight of which 
would half cure my Difcontent. May my Portion 
be with Zagot, if I am not tir’d with feeing nothing 
but thefe Hats, and fhort Coats, thefe ridiculous 
Franks, thefe Apes without Tails. And then to 
hear them rant againît the Grazd Signior, and all 
True Believers ; to hear them blafpheme the Megen- 
ger of God, curfethe Alcoran, revile the Mufti, and 
all the Mo//ahs, with a Thoufand other Imperti- 
nences, which none but fuch Reprobates, Giaurs, 
and Infidels would be guilty of; makes me e t .er 
with my felf deaf, or that my Tongue were at Li- 

berty to anfwer them. But, much rather 0:1 I 
defire to beina Place, pak I might enjoy my Ears, 
£ وديا‎ 
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| to receive the Salem from my Friends that are Mz/- 
fulmans, and to hear the Name of Gop devoutly 
blefs’d on any Occafion that awakens the Senfe to 
Piety. 

Oh that I were among my Countrymen, the 
Arabians, who dwell in Tents, and frolick about 
from Hills to Valleys, tafting by Turns the various, 
Sweets of the Foreft and the Plain. The Groves 
and Meadows, Paflures and arable Grounds, Cities 
and Villages, all contribute to their Delight. They 
want no innocent Joy that the Earth can afford.. 

= Their Wealth confifts in the Multitude of their 
Sh& >, Camels, Goats and Oxen. And for them is 
all their Care, that they may not want Grafs and. 
Water in due Seafon. As for themfelves, they are 
refign’d to Providence. 

So are the Zartars, who fleep in Hords or Wag- 
gons, the only Cavaliers of Afia: Whole Life is a_ 
perpetual Campaign, from the Cradle to the Grave: 
Their Labour and Eafe are derived from the fame 
Fountain 5 exerciling themfelves. on Horfeback at 
feven Years old; and feeding on the Milk of Mares. — 
as foon as they are wean’d from their Mother’s 
Breafts. ‘Toil and Recreation with them are one 
and the fame Thing, fince they know no other 
Pleafure but what confifts in Riding, Fighting, and 
Conquering ; or elfe in Death, which they believe . 
tranflates them to new Joys, and thofe more poig- 
nant than they knew before. Therefore they brave- 
ly court it at the Point of a Sword, or the Mouth | 
of a Cannon: Nothing being more fcandalous or 
hateful than a Coward among them. 

I proteft, the very Idea of Palus Meaotis, and 
Taurica Cherfonefus, with the reft of thofe horrible — 
Fens and Marfhes, on the North of the Black Sca, — 
which encompafs the Dominions of the Tartars, af-. 
feéts me with aPaffion, or rather fuch a Medley of - 
Paffions, as I know not how to name. Thofe am- 


ple 
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ple Defarts, thofe untrack’d Solitudes, appear to 
my Imagination, like the Limits of this old habita- 
ble World ; and the Frontiers of fome new, ftrange 
and unknown Region; fome Terra Incognita, where 
an univerfal Diffolution and Silence keep their Seat 
for ever: Where no Voices are heard but thofe of 
uncouth Satyrs, Fans, and other exotich Tenants of 
the Woods and Moors. No other Sound but the 
whiftling and roaring of the Winds. No Profpeét 
but that of ‘Trees. which have appear’d from the 
Infancy of Time; and where عامط‎ are wanting, 
the Eye is wearied in a long endlefs Waite, vAffich 
nothing feems to bound, but the declining Arch of 
diftant Skies, or low, black, melancholy Clouds, 
fkirted with Mifts and Fogs, eternal Mantles of the 
Northern.Climes. , 

This is the Figure of thofe folitary Trats where 


‘I would chufe to live, rather than in a City which. 
ftifles me with too much Plenty of every thing, | 


but freM Air, and honeft People. 

Ijouf, the Contrarieties which we find in earthly 
Things, give a Gut to each other; and the mot 
magnificent Palace wou'd feem a Prifon, were a 
Man always confin’d to live in it. 

Coufin, I with thee perpetual Liberty, and Haps 
pinefs. i 


Paris, 7th of the 2d Maaty 
of the Year 1665. 


go Ab 
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LB da takiRiy KEL 
Zo Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


, Midft the Variety of Obligations which I have 
to difcharge, I forget not to obey thy Com- 
mands. I have already in my former Di/patches ac- 
quainted thee with the Characters, and fome remar- 
©. kahle Paflages of Henry IV. Lewis XIII. Lewis 
XIV. Cardinal | Cardinal Mazarini, and 
the Prince of Conde. Now I will fay fomething of 
the famous Marefchal de Turenne, whofe Fame rea- 
ches wherefoever the French Wars have been talk’d 
of for thefe forty Years. ‘The Name of this great 
General, is Henry de la Tour a’ Auvergne, Son to 
the Duke of Bouil/on. 
When ‘his Father was near his Death, he call’d 


for both his Sons, whereof this was the youngeft. _ 


And among other Exhortations, he recommended 
in a {pecial Manner three Things to their Practice: 


- Never to renounce or change their Re/igion : Never 


to take up Arms againft their Sovereign: Nor to pro- 
voke the Fir? Minifer. 
As to the Firft, the Mare/chal de Turenne has hi- 


therto kept it inviolably ; but he has faulter’'din both ~ 


the other, having revoltèd from his Ma/fer’s Service 
during his Minority, and opposd the Intereft of 
Cardinal Mazarini, when the Parliament perfecu- 
ted that Mizi/fer. 


However, this hinders not but that he is a great. 


Soldier, and befides he is fince reconcil’d to the 
King. He feems to be born for Martial Affairs. 


And they relate of him, ‘That when he was but. 


‘Ten Years Old, and his Governor mifling him, 
had fought up and down every where for him, he 
; : at 


a. 
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at length found him fait afleep on a Cannon, which 
he feem’d to embrace with his little Arms as far as. 
they would reach. And when heafk’d why he chofe - 
fuch a Couch to lie on, he made Anfwer, That he de- 
fiewd to have flept there all Night, to convince bis 
Father that be was hardy enough to undergo the Fa- 
tigues of War, tho theOld Duke had often perfuaded 
him totbe contrary. And to {peak the Truth, no Man 
was more carelefs of his Body than this Prince. 

At fourteen Years of Age he was fent into Ho/- 
land, to ferve in the Army under'the Prince of O- 
range who was his Uncle. ‘There he apply’d himfelf 
to all the Difcipline of War, doing, the Duty ofsapri- 
vate Soldier: Which is the common Way that Ca- 
dets or younger Brothers take to rift to the moft. 
eminent Offices. He was equally forward in Labours 
and Perils, never fhunning any Fatigue or Hazard, 
which might bring him Glory ; yet he was not rafh, 
the common Vice of Youth, but temper’d all his 
A&ions with an extraordinary Prudence and Soli- 
dity of Judgment, beyond what was expected from 
him at thefe Years. Yet, on the other Side, his. 
Counfels were not flow and flegmatick, being of a 
very ready Forecaît ; and he feldom fail’d in his 
Contrivances. He was foon promoted to a Place of 
Command. And the Exa&nefs of his Condu& rais’d 
him a vaft Reputation, fo that by Degrees he at lait. 
arriv’d to that Height of Power and Honour he now 
poffefles. He appears indefatigable in his Body, and 
of an invincible Refolution. He hates Flatterers, 
that think to gain his Friendfhip by praifing him. 
And is equally averfe from making ufe of fuch fawn- 
ing Infinuations to others, tho’ the greateft Princes 
of the Béood, or the Firf? Minifter himfelf. 

He has alfo a certain Stedfaitnefs of Spirit, which 
cannot be warp’d by any artificial Addrefles, tho’ 
made to his own apparent Advantage, if they pro- 
pofe to him any thing a has the leaft aa 
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of what is bafe and difhonourable. Thus he would 
never confent that the Honour of taking Duxzir£ 
iome Years ,معد‎ fhould be afcrib’d to Cardinal Ma- 
xarini, tho’ that Minifter privately courted him to 
it, offering him the greateft Commands in the King- 
dom, if he would do him that Service; and the 
Marefchal knew it might prove his Ruin, if he did 
not. Yet fuch was his Integrity and Love to 
the Truth, that by no means would hebe brought 
to condefcend to-this Meannefs of Spirit; yet, per- 
haps it might only proceed from the Averfion which 
in thofe Days he had for the Cardinal. Many 
times it is evident, thata watwra/ Paflion ismade to 
pafs@sr a moral Virtue. Befides, perhaps he was 


“unwilling to be depriv’dof the Glory due to himfor 


that important Service. 

He is a Man of few Words, and fo fecret in all 
his Counfels, that no Body knows any Thing of his 
Defigns, till he puts them in Execution. Every 
Man efteems him the moft liberal Prizce of this Age, 
having no other regard for Money, than as it ferves 
the Neceffities of hisFazi/y, and enables him to ob- 
lige his Friends. 

in a word, whatever Vices he may have, he is 
yet endu’d with fo many good Qualities and Virtues, 
that he is belov’d by all the Nation, and in particu- 
lar Favour with his Sovereign, who treats him not as 
Subjeé, but as one of his moft intimate Friends. 

May God, who has rais’d up this great Genius 
to aggrandize the French Monarchy, continually fup- 
ply the Grand Signior with valiant and expert Ge-' 
nerals, that the Empire of the FazthfulO/mans may 
increafe like the Moor, but never be in its Wane, till 
that P/anet fhall no more appear in the Heavens, and 
the Faftening of the E/ements Mall be diflolv’d. 


Paris, 12th of the 2d Moon, 
gh the Year 1665. | 
LET) 
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LET.T.E.R XXI. 


To Orchan Cabet, Student of the Sciences 
and Penfioner to the Grand Signior, 


HE French King has lately This Letter was 
receiv'd a grols Affront written original- 
from the Poets. They have often /y ia Sclavonick. 
been fatyrical upon his Loves, and 
and now they begin to burlefque upon his Money. 
A Day or two ago, as he was newly rifen oat of i 
his Bed, he found on a Table_in his Chamber, a 
«Paper containing thefe Verfes. 
| > 
Tu és Iffue de Race Aucufte. 
Ton Ayeul eff Henry le Grand; 
Et ton Pere Louis le Fuffe; 
Pour Toy, tu wes qu'un Louis d’ Argent. 


Thou know’ft where the Force of the Poet's Wit. 
lies, having travelled in France and learned their 
Language. The King {mild at the Reading of it, and 
feem’d: to be pleas’d with the Franknefs of the دك‎ 
thor, faying, He was worth a Thoufand Flatterers. 
He promifed likewife to give him five hundred | 
Lozis’s for his Wit, if he would difcover himfelf, as 
alfo to pardon him on his Royal Word. But the Sa- 
tyriff would not venture’ himifelf, knowing that 
Kings have more Ways than One to.revenge them- 
felves of private Perfons, theîr Swbje4ts. However,. 
fince the King appear’d fo well pleafed with this, 
he was refolved to give him another Touch of his 
Skill. And the very next Morning in the fame Place,. 
the King found thefe Words, 


Tu ne le fcaura pas, Louis, 
Gar fetois (eu? quand je le fis. 
DEE K4 Ther ¢ 
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There have been many Conjeétures made about the. 
Author of thefe Lampoons. Some fay one thing, and 
fome another. And there are not wanting fuch as 
faften it on a Virgin of Collen, now refiding at this 
Court: Fler Name is Anne Marie de Skurman. She 
is very learned, and fpeaks Arabick, Latin, Turkifb, 

Greek, Italian, French and Spanifh, as fluently as 
her native Dialect. She is of a fine Wit, and pier- 


cing Judgment in the Controverfies of Philofophy 


and Religion. 
There are feveral Epifiles of hers in Print, fome 


penn’d in Latiz, others in French, addrefs’d to the: 
2 2ueen-Mother, Cardinal Richliew, Cardinal Maza- 


rinig-and others; befides a Book of Poems, moft of 
them Sutires. And tis this laft gives the World 
fuch a Jealouf¥ of her writing the Lines which were 
found on the King’s Table. For the Criticks have 


«compar’d ’em with her Style; and find a very near 


refemblance between them. 
But let who will be the Author, I think the French 
King is wrong’d in the Character they give him. For 


- tho’ he has heap’d up great Quantities of Gold and 
Silver to carry on his vait Defigns, yet he is no Myer, 


being very liberal to Perfons of Merit. 

I fend thee this for thy Diverfion, and in order 
to our future Correfpondence. Take it for an Ex- 
ample, and be as familiar with me, remembring the 

old Latin Proverb, Manus manum fricat. 


- Paris, 1125 of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1665. - 


LET. 
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RET‏ 11 15-101 نل 
To the Captain Baffa.‏ 


AY thy Heart be chearful, and thy Voyage 

crown’d with Succefs, where-ever thou fail- 
eft, noble old Zarpaulin, and Favourite of the God of 
the Sea. The Empire of the Ottomans has not had fo 
brave a Commander of the Navy thefe thirty Years. 
Gop grant thee good Fortune againit the Infidels, 
whether on the White or Black Seas. Thou art al- 
ready famous for thy Exploits on the latter, in eSmve 
twenty Engagements with the Coffacks, Circaffians,, 
and the reft of عامط‎ thievifh Countrits. But no- 
thing has raifed thy Chara&er fo high as the lat’ 
Combat thou had with Pachicour, the renowned 
Pyrate of thofe Parts, who threatned not only his. 
Chriftian Neighbours, but allo the Ostoman Empire. 
with infinite Ravages. 

But thou haft ftemm’d the Tide of his Glory,. 
humbled the maritime People his Confederates, and 
by that means made thy felf a Way into the Archi 
pelago and Mediterranean, where thou. rideft as.an-- 
other Neptune, King of the Waters. 

Take not this for Flattery ; for I tell-thee, I have: 
not faid fo much to a 822/2 of the Sea thefe. feven 
and twenty Years. Neither indeed had I any Rea-. 
fon. He that merited the moft Applaufe. in all that 
Time, was the brave Zorne/an Muffapha. And Lad- 
drefs’d no more to him than his due.. Fortune did 
not favour him, or elfe he had done great Things. 
As for the reft, they were generally Men never. 
bred to Sea- Affairs, but Minions of the Court, or: 


| Bullies of the City, who were better at making a: 


Noife, than at any’ Action of Hazard or Importance. 
And sere were fome bold Renegadges, but they play’d. 
vd K fatk: 
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‘ faft and loofe, and no body knew where to have 
em. 3 

Treachery infects the whole World; but.in thefe 
Weftern Paris itreigns as in its Center. Here’s no- 
thing but Undermining and Ambufhes: One State 
trepanning another out of their Guards, and then 
they play theimown Game. 

It would be endlefs to acquaint thee with the O- 
riginal of the Quarrel between the Exg/i/b and the 
Dutch. Let it be enough for thee to know, that 
thefe People are at odds now: And in regard the , 
Strengh of both Nazions lies in their Shipping, they , 
are preparing to cover the Northern Seas with Na-., 

e vies; but the Z/fanders ftill get the bet on’t. They. 
clainfiche Sovereigzty of thole Seas, and in my Opi- 
anion they deferve it. I fpeak according to my 
Intelligence ; being affur’d, that no Nation ever 
prevail’d againft °em on that Element. 

They have had a terrible Fight this Summer, 
wherein the Dutch loft feventeen Ships of War, be- 
fides Veflels of fmaller Note. The Commander of the . 
Englifh Fleet is للك‎ the Duke of York, a great Ge- 
neral, and Brother to the Ezglifh King. His Name 
was famousin France and Flanders during the Spa- 
nifb War. Andtho’ the Lagd afforded him no far- 
ther Occafions of Glory, yet he has found fome in 

the Sea, Opdam, the greateft Admiral that ever 
the Dutch could boatt of, fell aSacrificeto his Genizs. 

1 am the more particular in this Relation, becaufe 
it is fit thou fhould’it know the Charaéters of all the 
brave Heroes living. a 

Since this Fight, the King of France has fentan ا‎ 
Ambaffador to the Exglifb Court tomediatea Peace. . 
What Iffue his Negotiation will have, is of no great 
Import to us, who ferve the Grand Signior, fole 
Lord of the Four Seas: But I will tell thee fome- 
thing which it concerns thee to know, 1 
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| The King of France is going to cut a Canal thro’. 
Part of his Kingdom, by which the Mediterranean 
may be join’d to the Main Sea. This is a vat De- 

‘ fign, and much difcours’d of in Europe, being a Pa- 
rallel to what has been formerly attempted by fome 
Kings of Egypt, and Emperors of Rome to join the 

© Mediterranean and Red Sea together, for the fake 
of an eafier Traftick to the Ea? Indies. 

Thou oughteft alfo. to be informed of the Duke of 

- Beaufort’s Exploits on the Coafts of Barbary. He. 
is Commander of the French Navy in thofe Seas, and. 
has done great Injuries to the People of Algier, Sare” 
cellé, Bougie, and other Ports. 

Tho’ thefe Rebels are defervedly punith’d Pr de- 
ferting the Protection of the High Porte, yet let us 
remember, that the 4/gerines are Muffulmans, and: 
therefore ought not-to be abandon’d:to the Malice 
of Infidels. 

Mighty 24/2, fail thou:in the Strength of Gop 
againft the Enemies of the Ottoman Empire. And 
when thou haft finifh’d thy Voyage here below, may 
a Wind of Mercy waft thee o’èr the Waters which. 
are above the Firmament, and land thee fafe in one: 
of the Ports of Paradife. — no 7 


و 


Paris, 3d of the oth Moon, 
of the Year 1665. + 


The End of the Thisd Book, 
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jas CARI وال‎ MO NS) ETÀ d 
To Achmet Beig. 


fe] HIS Court has put on the exterior 
| Bek SY Semblance of Mourning, whilft 
VAGO Spi they inwardly rejoice at the Death 
UNICI — JA 3 of Philip 1V. King of Spain. He 
1 fei deceas’d on the 17th of the gth 
esa Moon. "Tis poflible their Grief is 
more real for the Death of the Duke of Vendo/me, a 
Prince of Royal Extradion, and, whilf living, not 
far from a Poflibility of inheriting the Crown of 
France. But now he is gone to the Grave, the gene- 
ral Receptacle of all Mortals, and which makes no 
Diftinétion between the Nob/e and the Vulgar. 
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There have been abundance of Ceremonies per- 
form’d on the Part of the King, the Dauphin, the 
Duke of Orleans, the Duke of Valois, and other 
Princes of the Blood, for the Health.of the depart- 
ed Soul: For the Nazarenes, to give them their due, 
fall not fhort. of the True Faithful, in believing the 
-Refurre&ion and Immortality to come. They confign 
the Bodies of the Dead to their Sepulchres, with fo- 


lemn Rites of Re/igion, perfuming them with Jx- 


cenfe, and fprinkling them with Holy Water; re 
hearfing alfo certain facred Hymns and Prayers ap- 
pointed for that Purpofe. Neither do they neglect 
| to faft and give Alms, to perform any pious Office, 

which is praétifed by the Mufulmans, fogs their 
Friends who are gone to the invifible State. They 
agree with us in abundance of good Things, and 
if they mix fome Superftitions and Errors, let us 
‘pity their Weaknefs, and praife Gop who guides 
us into the right Way, and fuffers us not to be fe- 
duced into the Way of Infide/s. He is the Merciful 
of the Merciful, the Foy of the Ee, and the Hope 
of all Nations. Should he punifh Men according to: 
their hourly Demerits, the Earth would foon be dee: 
populated, and void of any other Inhabitants fave. 
the Bea/?s. But he knows our Mold, and remembers 
that we are no more than a mere Froth or Spume. 
of the Elements, and that in a very little Time,: by 
the Courfe of Nature, we fhall vanifh like Budd/es- 
which yield to every Blaff of Wind. Therefore he 
fpares us, and connives at our Infirmities,. becaufe 
he is the Lover of Sou/s.. 

“I fpeak this as an Incentive to Charity among: 
our felves, and to our Fellow-Mortals. It feems to 
me unreafonable, that we fhould purfue with inex- 
orable Hatred all the Fo//owers of Fefus. He was a 
Holy Prophet, humble, mild, chafte, and harmlefs. 
He did many good Works himfelf, and com» 
manded his Di/cip/es to imitate his Example. He 

rebuk’d 
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rebuk’d thofe among them that would have call’d. 
down Fire from Heaven te confume his Enemies: 
Enjoyning them to return Bleflings for Curfes,. 
Prayers for Blafphemies, and Good for Evil. There 
are thofe among them who obey his Precepts: As. 
for the Wicked, I am not their Advocate. If the 
greateft Part of the Chrifiaus live contrary to the 
Law of the Meffas, let us confider alfo how many 
Hypocrites, Libertines, Hereticks, and Atheifts. 
there are among عامط‎ who profefs the Mu/fulman: 
Faith. Doubtlefs, there are Good and Bad of all 
Religions. And *tis impoflible to find an Affembly: 
wf juft Men, without a Mixture of Sinners. 
٠ As&r our Differences with the People of 7/45» 
in Matter of Wor/bip, it ought not to make us for- 
get that we are Men, compounded of the fame: 
Fiefh and Blood as they. And for ought we know,, 
Gop, whomade all the Nations of the Earth, may 
accept of their various Rites and. Ceremonies in 
paying him Divine Adoration. 

We that are the Pofterity of J/maé/, and worfhip: 
the Eternal after the Manner of our Fathers, who 
follow’d the Pattern of Zérahim the Beloved of Gop,. 
cannot deny but that the Law of Mo/és was of Di- 
vine Original: And yet it contains Precepts and. 
Injunctions, to which we are wholly Strangers: in 
our Praétice و‎ tho”the ews, whoare the Defcen- 
dants of ‘Facob, obey them.to'this Day. 

So we believe what the 4/coran fays of the 
Meffias, that he is the Breath and Word of Gop 3. 
that he heal’d Difeafes, rais’d the Dead, wrought 
many other Miracles, and preach’d the true heavenly: 
Doétrine. Yet there’s abundance of Difference be- 
tween the Ceremonies which the very Apoftles ufed. 

_ in the Service of Gop, and the Worfhip eftablith’d, 
by Mahomet our holy Lawgiver. But he tells us, 
that they who live up to the Law of 7e/4s,.fhall go. 
to Paradife‘as well as the Mu/4/mans. 
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The greateft Scandal which the Chrifians give 
us, is their fetting up PiGures and Images in ther 
Temples, and the Reverence they pay to thofe in- 
fenfible Pieces of human Art. And yet for ought we 
know they may be excufable before Gop. fince 
they profefs openly in the Pudlick Decrees of their 
Councils, that the Veneration and Honour they pay 
to the Figures of Saints si peer is only relative ; 
their Devotion at the fame time refting not on this. 
Side the Prototypes. 


If this be true, I fee no more hurt in chain Wert | 


fhip of Images, than in bowing and proftrating be- 
fore the A/coran, which is but another fort of Jma- 
gery, reprefenting the DivineWill. > x 
In a word, if the Hieroglyphicks of the ancient 
Egyptians are allow’d to be lawful Letters, and In- 
ftruments to exprefs the inward Conceptions of the 
Mind; in my Opinion, the Painting and Sculpture: 
which we fee in the Churches of the Chriftians, 
ought not to be condemn’d as an eafier way to con» 
vey the Hiffory of Fe/us, and the reft of the Prophets 
and Saints, to the Vulgar, who aregenerally igno- 
rant of Letters, Unlefs we fhallfay, that the Sex 
of Mary was an Idol, and the Prophets and Saints. 


were Devils 5 which Gop avert from the Mouth of © 


a True Believer. 


Paris, 1 3tb of the 11th Moons 
of the Year 1665. 
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REST,‏ جلا عا أن الورك بور 
To William Vofpel, a Reclufe of Auftria,‏ 


HY Difpateb came to my Hands in a good 
Hour. I perus’d with Reverence the Pater- 
nal Inftruétions it contained; the grave and judicious: 
Apopthegms; the faered Rules and Inititutions of a. 
regular and fpiritual Life; the Morals more refin’d 
than thofe of Pindar, Epifetus, Seneca, or Cato, 
But pardon me, if I relifh not fo well thy Panegyrick 
gn fome of the newly canoniz’d Saints ; from which 
you take,Occafion to extol the Pope’s Infallibility, and. 
to exclude from Sa/vation, all that are not within the 
Pale of the Rortan Church. 
Tam aChriftienand a Catholick as wellas you. I 
honour the 4poft/es and Martyrs, with all the Pri- 
-»  mitive Saints, Caonfefors, and Holy 120420: of the 
| Church. But I can never be perfuaded, that a Man 
for being a Murderer, Traytor, an Inventor of cruel 
Devices, or a learned Sycophant, can merit Heaven, 
tho’ he may be rank’d in the Red Lines of the Ca- 
lendar. Much lefs can I believe, that all Men thal! 
be damn’d, who are not in Communion with the 
Bifoop of Rome. Certainly the Catholick or Univerfal 
Church, is not fhut up within the narrow Confines € 
i of the fhatter’d Roman Empire. Confider Greece, 
Armenia, Egypt, Mufcovy, Ethiopia, and all the {pa- 
cious Territories of Europe, and the .تروط‎ How 
many Millions daily fay the Pater-Noffer, and pray 
in Fe/us’s Name, yet never paid Obedience to any 
but their own Patriarchs and Bi/bops ? Were not all 
the Apofiles equally in Commiffjon ? Were not the 
Churches they founded and ettablifh’d, equally holy 
and orthodox? Where then commenc’d the mighty 
Schifm, but in the morofe Pride of Vidor, who 
{for the fake of Pa/chal Nicetiis) affronted all the 
| Churches 


1 
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Churches in the World, and was for that Reafon fe? 
verely reprov’d by a French Bi/bop of his own Obe” 
dience; befides the Reprimands of Polycarp, and 


. other Prelates of the 8/2 2 Was not St. Fobr the 


Beloved that refted his Head with Divine Honour on: 
the Breaft of Chri/?, as privy to the Laws of his 
Matter as Peter, Paul, or any other abortive Apoffle 2 


° Remember the firft General Council at Ferufalem, 


where James the Brother of our Lord fate Prefident 
decreeing Abffinences exactly oppofite to the prefent 
Roman Faithand Practices And believe at the fame 
time, that twas Jmperia/ Vanity and Pride which 
firft begot the fatal Separation. Here/y was burthe 
Baftard of the Apoffalick Canons, cherifh’d aid too 
much countenanc’d by Con/fantine and his Succef- 
fors, till the fatal Time of Phocas, Pole untimely 
Death made all Things ripe for the intended Ufur- 
pation. Oh Guicciardine! How truly hat thou 
writ the State of modern Rome! Worthy as Horace 
of eternal Honour. ‘Thy faithful Profe equals his 
courtly Verfe, and merits new Augu/fus’s to patro- 
nize it. 


Believe me, Father William, I have no Spite or 


Enmity againit the Roman High-Prieft. I reverence 
him equally with his Brethren, the Patriarchs of 
Confiantinople, Ferufalem, Alexandria, and Anti- 


و 


ecb. I would go beyond this, for the fake of Confor- — 


mity to ancient Cuttom, and.in Obedience to the ce- 
lebrated Council of Nice: Iwould willingly acknow- 
ledge him the Primate of the World. Let him 
have the firft Place, in God’s Name, among the Pa- 
triarchs of the Univerfal Church. But let him not 
ride on the Necks of his Equals.  Lethim not pre- 
tend a Powerto cancel the Apo/folick Canons; tra» 
verfe the Traditions of the Fathers, repeal the Decrees 
of General Councils, difpenfe with the Laws of Na- 
tare, Grace, Reafon, Morality, and the very Infti- 
tutions of his Predeceffons, Men, without queftion, 


as |‏ عه 
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| as infallible as he. ‘This is not the Way to make 
Profelytes to the Roman Faith, unlefs it be of Fools 
and Knaves. The World has receiv’d new Lights, 
Father William, and Men begin to قالط‎ religious 
Bantering off the Stage. Nay, even they who are 
moft guilty of it, I mean the Romaz Courtiers, Car- 
dinals, and Priefts, cannot forbear laughing at the 
Folly, and credulous Eafinefs of thofe on whom 
they impofe their pious Frauds. 'The bigotted Laity 
are by them efteemed no better than filly Affes, 
tamely couching under the Burdens of their Ecc/e- 
fiaftical Lords and Drivers. | 

© Therefore, ’tis Time for thee to open thy Eyes, 
lift ub’thy Head, and lay afide Mena/fick Simplici- 
ty: I do not counfel theeto turn Libertine, or imi- 
tate the Jta/ian Gallantry, which has taught the 
Priefts, inftead of facred Continence, to fquint 2 
Benediction on fome charming Lady from the Al- 
tar, in the Name of Dominus Vobifcum, or Surfum 
Corda; even whilft they are preparing for Divine 
Revels, to banquet on the Flefh and Blood of Gon. 
Oh! monftrous Perfidy, and execrable Profanenefs f 
Nor if thou art affronted and revengeful, would I 
advife thee to time the Execution of thy Wrath like 
the Sicilian Ve/pers, and make the Bells become the. 
Signals of thy Cruelty , which ought, and were 

| defign'd, and confecrated on purpofe to drill on. 
harmlefs Souls to Church, with their dull, fleepy,. 
jangling Chimes; and with their more triumphant, 
lofty Mufick, on the Fefivals of the Saints, to make: 
devouter Chriffians dream they’re going to Heaven, 
inftead of a Maffacre. I would not havethee hope to 
merit Paradife, by fending thither in Obedience to- 
the Pope, or General of thy Order, the majeltick 
Souls of Kings, or Emperors, in Vehicles of facred 
Poifon, or envenom’d Excbariffs. Believe that thofe 
Prelates, Priefts, or Monks, who are thus divinely 
profane, and mercifully cruel, fhall become 00 
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. tred, Vefted, Cowled Moxffers, in the fierceft and 
moft violent glowing Dens of He//; there with the 
moft exalted Arfenicks, Mercuries, and whatfoever 
gives the higheft Pains, to languifh, pine, and rack 
away Ten thoufand, thoufand, thoufand Ages, in 
Penances of flow Effect, which expiate but very 
late, the crying Sins of guilty Murderers, and bloedy 
Hy pocrites. 

Yet fuch as thefe, fince modern Times, are the 
only Men thought worthy to be canoniz’d for 
Saints; which made a certain honeft Cardinal cry 
out in Prefence of the Pope, The/e New Saints Dr” 
me to doubt the Old Ones. 

Father William, the fame Thought begiss and © 
ends my Letter. Yours was upon the Stretch, ex- 
tolling far too high the Largenefs Of the Roman 
_ Church, the infallible Power of Popes, the Miracles 
of thefe New Saints. And I, for my Part, ama 
Man abhorring Bigotry. I cannot believe I Things 
contrary to my Reafon. I with the Differences of 
Mankind in Point of Re/igion were rationally com- 
pofed, and that the Good of all Sects, Factions, 
Parties, Churches, and Communions, were united 
in this Life, as they furely will be in the next. 

In the mean time, to the Father without Begin- 
ning; to the Son without a younger Brother ; to the 
Holy Ghoft, the Firff and the Laf; to the Virgin 
Mary the Mather of the Entire Deity, I recom- 
mend thee and all good Chriffians; hoping to fee 
you in Heaven, tho* we cannot it feems think alike 
on Earth. 


Paris, 1/7 of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1665. 


LET 
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SE BE TOU Re IT: 


. To Nathan Ben Saddi, 4 Jew at 
Vienna. 


AGE to thy Defire, I have procur’d and 

fent thee the 4/coran, with other Writings of 
our Holy Defers; Books which will condu& thee 

into the right Way. Thou wilt find in thefe Vo- 
Jumes a Spirit of Life and Power. ‘There breathes 

* in them a certain vital Principle of Reafon ; fo that 
whofoever reads them attentively, may feel (if I 
may fo fpeak)ethe very Pulfe of intelle€tual Wifdom, 
beating in every Sentence. 

There is a vaft Difference between thefe Wri- 
tings, full of Arguments clear and intelligible, and 
the Whimfies of thy Radé7’s, who abound in facred 
Fables, and divine Romances. 

Who can perufe your celebrated Mi/nab without 
Difdain? Or look into your more applauded 7a/- 
mud, and not feel himfelf touch’d with Horror, at 
the monftrous Blafphemies and ridiculous Forge- . 
ries therein contain’d? Doft thou not laugh at the 
Story of Goa’s pickling up the Leviathan till the 
Days of the Mefiah; and that other of the Bal?’ 
which daily devours the Fodder of a Thoufand 
Mountains? Or wilt thou fhew me the Neft of 
that Bird from whence, the Ta/mud fays, an Egg fal- 
ling on the Earth, threw down three hundred tall 
Cedars with its Weight; and at length breaking, 

‘ over-flow’d fixty Villages with the liquid Subftance 
٠ included in the Shell? 

Such as thefe muft needs be fit Themes for the 
Contemplations of the Omnipotent [ And yet your 
Rabbi's teach, that Gop ftudies nine Hours of the 
Day in the 74/44. Can any Man of common ted 
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‘hear thefe Blafphemies and not tremble ? What Af- 


fronts are thefe to human Senfe? What Impofi- 


, tions on the Reafon of the credulous Jews? Does 


the moft perfect of all Beixgs acquire Knowledge by 
Degrees, or is the Eternal Intelle@ improv’d by 
reading of Books ? Or if it were fo, would he not 
make a better Choice than of a Volume, which in 
the incredible Stories it relates exceeds all the Fig- 
ments of Poets? 

Tell me, Nathan, can't thou fwallow that loud 
Lye of the Ya/mud, which tells thee, That there 
was a Lyon, who when heroar’d at the Diftance of / 
four hundred Miles from Rezze, allthe Women that 
were with Child in that City, being affrighted at 
the Noife, mifcarried, and the Walt of Rome fell 
down? And when he drew nearer by a hundred miles 
he fet up his Throat again, which made foterrible 
a Sound, that all the Romans Teeth fell out of their 
Heads, and the Emperor himfelf felt fuch Convul- 
fions, ashad well-nigh coft him his Life. ' 

Surely the Crow which the Za/mud {peaks of in 
another Place, was but a Puny to this monitrous 
Lion; and yet itfeems, that Crow fwallow’d a Ser- 
pent that had eaten a Frog as big as a Village of 
threefcore Houfes, and when he had done, flew 
into the next Tree. Ifuppofe, that was the Tree 
which grew in Paradife, and was five hundred 
Miles high, according to the Ta/mud. Have I not 
Reafon for this Raillery, when one of your Rabdi’s 
folemnly fwears, he was an Eye-witnefs of thefe 
Things? Who can forbear to ridicule the Bigotry 
of thofe, who give up their Faith to fuch Delu- 
fions? 

Thou wilt meet with more rational Entertain- 


. ment in the Books of the Muffu/man Doétors; more 


efpecially in that Tranfcript thou haft of the 2 
lame firit ditated in Heaven. ‘That confirms the 
true Law of Mo/fes, but démns the Impoftures of 

the 
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the Zz/mud, attributing the Invention of fuch Er- 
rors to the Devil. 

But thou wilt ask mé perhaps, what I mean by 
the true Law of Moj/es; Shall I tell thee the Opi- 
nion of one of thy own Nation, a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews, ashe pretends, and, for ought I know, of 
the fame Tribe with thy felf: Forlama Stranger 
to the Geanologies of you both. 

Some Yearsago here was in this City a Man who, 
if we may believe him, has been in all the Cities: 
ofthe World. The French call him the Wandering. 

© Few; and he confirm’d that Title, by the Profef- 

fion h®inade of his Birth, Defcent, and univerfal. 
Travels. No&oubt but thou haft heard of this Man, 
or.at leaft of fuch a Character, and therefore I need 
not repeat what he faid of himfelf, and. what the 
Generality of Mankind believe of him. Suffice it. 
to tellthee, that was once in his Company half 2: 
Day together; when, among other Difcourfes, he 
told me, that the true Law of Mo/es has been loft 
for above thefe two thoufand Years, except in 
the North Parts of Afa, where there are an infinite 
‘Number of Hebrews, but far differentin their Re/ie 
gion fromallthe Fewsin the reft of the World. He 
fays, the Country where they inhabit is environ’d 
round with high and inacceffible Mountains. I afk’d. 
him the exatt Geographical Situation of this Coun- 
try, but receiv’d no other Anfwer than that itlay — 
beyond the River Sabbation. Then I remember’d 
what I had readin E/dras, a Scribe of thy Nation, 
concerning the Tranfmigration of the Ten Tribes, 
who were carried away Captives by the 4fyrians.: 
How they pafs’d through a certain River on dry 
Ground, the Waters being divided to the Right . 
Hand and to the Left, and that after the fame Man- 
ner they fhould return again in the latter Days; . 
but that in themean time; the Region wherethey . 
live was hidden from all other Mortals, 

Com- 
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_ Comparing this Paffage with what I had heard 
from the Wand ring Few, 1 became almoft perfuaded 
that the People and Country of which he fpake, 
were the very fame mention’d by E/dras. Gop one. 
ly can difcern the Truth from Error in Hiffories of 
fo remote and ancient a Subject. 

As to their Religion, I was juft going to give 
thee an Account of what he faid concerning it, but 
am interrupted by Company. Wherefore I am 
forc’d to break off abruptly. Expect a full Relation 
in.my next. I-am in hafte. 


Paris, 4th of the 1/? Moon, : 
of the Year 1666. od 


ف 


Lib RG LV 
To the fame. 


en HE Interruption which made me fo fudden- 

ly conclude my other Letter lafted not long; 
fo that I have Time enough to perform my Pro- 
mife by the fame Poft. 

I was about to relate what the Wardrize Few 
told me of the Religion of thofe remote Hebrezos in 
Afia, which take as follows. 

He fays, they are a Nation of Philofophers, bound 
by their Laws to ftudy the Liberal Arts and Sci- 
ences. "They have none but Iron-Money current 
among them; the Ufe of Gold and Silver Coins 
being exprefsly forbidden by their Laws, to prevent 
the Temptations of Avarice and Theft: For who. 
would fteal or covet a Metal; which for its Bulk, 
was not eafy to be hid, nor for its Beauty very 
defirable, being every where common in the Veins 
of the Earth, and ferv’d only as a Method of Bar- 
ger and Commerce among themfelves, where the In- 
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equality of Merchandifes entangled their Traffick, 
and would not admit of a ready Exchange. 

This took from them the Occafion of many un- 
neceflary Arts at Home, and they had no T'emp- 
tation to travel Abroad; the chief Defign of their 
Lawgiver being to oblige them to fpend moft of 
their Time in re/igious and philsfophical Exercifes, 
and the reft in preparing Neceflaries for human 
Suftenance. ‘They had no need to buy any thing 
of foreign Countries, or to build Ships for that End, 
who were bound to live content with the natural 

» Product of their own fertile Country: For Luxury 
has notes yet fet Footing in that happy Region, if 
» we may belieye this Traveller. He fays, they feed 
altogether on the Fruits of the Earth, not admit- 
ting any Art or Employment which tends to Super- 
fluity, but only fuch as ferve the neceflary Ufes of 
Life, wherein they fhew an admirable Dexterity and 
Skill. ud 
When they travel from one Town to another, 
which is very frequent, they never carry any thing 
to defray their Charges by the Way, or when they 
arrive at their Journey’s End: All Entertainment of 
this Nature being free and reciprocal. Such is the 
Cuftom of the Country. 

They have no Lawyers among them, but if any 
Contention arife, "tis prefently determin’d by the 
Arbitration of the next Neighbour, to whofe Sen- 
tence all fubmit: Every Man being willing to lofe 
fomething of his Right, rather than difturb the 
Publick Amity and Peace. 

As to the Manner of their /70r/4ip, they are ftri& 
Obfervers of Purity in wafhing, anointing, and fha- 
ving their Bodies. 

They have Zemples alfo where they affemble eve- 
ry Seventh Day; and having offer’d up the Firft- 
Fruits of the Earth, they fit down in the Courts, 


and banquet together with Joy, whilf the Prietts 
“enters 


N 
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entertain them with excellent Mufick and Songs, in 
| praife of Gop and his Works. To this End the 
Courts of their Temples are made very large, that: 
they may contain fo many diftin& Families; and 
ftately Pavilionsare fet up, adorn’d with the Boughs 
of green Trees, with all manner of Flowers care- 
lefly intermix’d. Butamidftall their Feafting they 
are not permitted totafteof FleMm; They eatonly 
the Fruitsof the Earth, with Milk, Honey, and Oil, 
And their common Drink is Water and Wine. i 


At the Age of fixteen Years, every Manis bound 
to take the following Oath: 


FR Swear that I will adore but One Go p,wbo 0 
our Fathers cut of Egypt, and has*condufed us 
by a myfferious Path to this Land of promife. I wilt 
religioufly ferve bim all my Life, for that he has 
. wouchfafedto plant mein the Family of bis Eled, and 
not either of the teva Tribes who were left betind in 
the Land of Delufions. Iwill dojuftly to all Men, 
neither will Ivoluntarily hurt or killany livng Crea- 
ture, unle[s it be in my ownDefence. ل‎ will net tafte of 
the Flefh of any Animal, but in all Things objerve 
‘the Abftinence commanded by Allah to Mofes on the 
Mount, I will religioufly obey my Prince, -to my lat 
Breath, andrather be torn in pieces by wild Beaffs 
than betray bim, or confent to betray him to another: 
For be is theVice-Roy of Gon. 1 willnever conceal 
tay Knowledge of any Confpiracy againf? him, or my 
Country, neither will I difeover bis Secrets to any, if 
it foouldever be my Honour toknow them. I twill ده‎ 
Jerve the Traditions of my Fathers, and teach the fame 
and no other to my Pofterity. In fine, Iwill'in all things 
obcy the Laws of this facred Kingdom, this Region of 
Peace, this Garden of Blifs. All this Ifolemnly fwear 
' by the firft Father of Light, and by Nothing the pro- 
found Womb of Darknefs, and by Silence the Compani= 
ظ‎ Death whith no created Being can fathom; 
= L which 
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which is the fame asif I foould wifb my Jelf annibi- 
tated, if I violate this Oath in the leaft Point. 


_'Thefe are all the Termsof the Oath, that I can 
diftinétly remember, which I here infert, to fhew 
thee what Opinion thefe People have of the Law 


“which was given to Mo/es on the Mount, and how 
“ they reject the Two Trides that were left in Padeffine, 


and efteem’d of that Country but as the Land of De- 
lufions, as counting their own Country the Region 
of Promife, and themfelves the E24 of Gop. 

One would think, that thefe were the Po/ferity of 
the Zw Tribes that were carry’d away Captives by 
Salmanafar King of Afyria. And thiswas alfo the 
Opinion of that Wanderer, who told me, that both 
their Pentateuch was different from yours, and the 
Language wherein it is written. For he faid, it 
wasrather a Dialetof Arabick, inwhich Language 
thou knoweft Gop wrote the Tez Commandments on 
the Two Tables: Among which, one is, Thou fpalt 
not kill. This Prohibition, they fay, extends to all 
Living Creatures, tho your Doctors interpret it as 
only reaching to Men, and fodo the Chrifians. But 
the Mu/felmans interpret itthus, Thou fpalt neither 
kill Manor Beafi without Reufon. By which Claufe, 
the Beafts are priviledg’d from the wanton Cruelty 
of Men, who otherwite would murther them only 
to make Sport; yet wicked Men are not exempted 
from a violent Death, as a Punifhment of their 


‘Crimes. 


This Traveller faysalfo that the People of that 
Country are fo healthy, that they generally live 
till they are a hundred and twenty Years old, 
which.is almoft twice the Age of other Mortals. 


‘ This he afcribes to their exquifite Temperance 


and Moderation in all Things, as alfo to the Dry-. 


nefs of the Soil, and to the Force of certain — 


Winds, which continually fweep the Air of this 
delecta- 
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delectable Region, and purge it of all hurtful Qua- 


lities. È 

If ever it be thy Fortune to fee this Perfon, he" 
will acquaint thee wich a great many more delight- 
ful Paffages, which it would be too tedious for me.. 
to infert in a Letter; befides, my Memory is trea- 
‘cherous, and I often forget thofe Things at one time, 
which I remember at another: But if thou art fol- 
licitous to hear more, I will oblige thee with all 
that I can call to mind of this Treve/er, in another 
Letter. ; 

In the mean time, make a right Ufe of_thefe 
Hints, and weigh one thing'with another, amine 
all things without Prejudice or PartiMity. Truft 
no Man’s Reafon but thy own in Matters of a difpu- - 
table Nature, fince thou haft as much Right to de- 
cide the Controverfy, as any Man. And thus thou 
wilt never become a Bankrupt in Re/igion. 


Paris, 415 of the 1/? Moon, 
of ihe Year 1666. 


Ae ee REMI 


To Mohammed, Hadgi, Dervich Ere- 
mite of Mount Uriel zz Arabia the 


Happy. 


SI think, this is the laft of my Hours in this 
World, and the firft of a new Life, which I 

fhall commence in Immortality: I perceive, that the 

fatal Period, the Moment of Tranfmigration, fet by 
Defiiny, is approaching. "The Cra/fs of my Blood is 

‘ diffolving apace ; my Spirit haftens to get loofe from 
thefe mortalChains : I feel my Soul trying and ftretch- 

ing her Wings, preparing to take her eternal Flight 
to the Region aflign’d her by Gop and Nature. > * 

i L 2 3 I have 


de 
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1 have not Piefiagtdo enough to hope for Para- 
| dife, nor am I fo abandon’d to Delpair, as to con- 
clude I fhall go to Hell. I rather believe, Aaraf, 
or the Place of Prifons, will be my Portion ; in re- 
gard I fear the Evils which I have.been guilty of 
are not over-balanc'd by my good Attions. ’Tis 
well if Virtue has counterpois’d Vice in the Courfe 
of this mortal Life. However, Iam.refign®d, and 
commit my felf to the Jndulgent Creator of all 
Things, who will not fail to dilpofe of me accord- 
ing to the Order which he has eftablifh’d in the 
Upiverfe. | 

Mshinks, were Ieven in He//, I cou’d not for- 
bear praifing that Fountain of all Things. I wouwd 
teach the Devi/s and Dama’d a new Leffon of Pati- 
ence and Contentednefs, of Humility and. Devo- 
tion, of Generofity and Love, amidit their. tremen- 
dous Torments. I wou'd furvey with an Indiffe- 
rence becoming a True Believer, the Horrid Aby/s, 
with all its dreadful Vaults and Apartments. I woud 
confider the wonderful Architeétare of thofe Infer- 
nal Prifons, the inexpugnable Strength of the Walls ; 
their prodigious Thicknefs and unmoveable Faft- 
nefs; I would contemplate every Thing with the 
Reaton of a Philofopber , and the Picty ofa Mu Ful 
man, not giving my felf up to the Paffions of a Fool, 
and an Infidel. 

All this I imagine were eafy to perform in thofe 
fatal Caverns, ant much more, but i p knows how 
the Experience of fuch an intolerable Anguifh and 
Reftraint might alter a Man’s Mind. 

However I find it Medicinal to think of the 
Jaft and worft Things, to be always prepar’d for 
Death, and whatfoever fhall follow it: For, Sur- ~ 
prizes are apt to unman us, and plunder us of our | 
Reafon. I was in the Heighth of ‘a violent Fever, | 
when I began this Letter; yet now tis abated, 224 
I palpably feel the gentle Returns of Health and 

Life, 
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Life. This is owing, in my Judgment, to the real 
Belief I had, that my laft Hour was come, which I 
have fo long expe&ed. And I coud almott perfuade 
my felf, that 1 {hall difperfe a thoufand Ma/adies, 
recover out of the moft dangerous Paroxy/ms, and 
prolong my Days to Old-Age, by the meer Force of 
thefe Contemplations. 

My Faith in this Point-is grounded on Experi- 
ence: For I have often found, that to be arm’d a- 
gainft Calamities with an even Mind, is either a fure 
Way to avoid them, or at leaft to protra& the Sea- 
fon'of their Arrival. “And if there were nothing 
elfe in’t, but the rend’ring em) more eafy when they 
come; ’twere worth any Man's Pains to trythe Ex- 
periment. Ai 0310 

* Doubtlefs, there is no Terror in Death, but what 
the vain Opinion of Men creates. ”Tis as pleafant 
for a thinking Man to die as to'live, if it be only for’ 
this Reafon, that im his Paffage from the Life he had 
led before, he fhall not have bare naked Jdea’s fcr 
his Contemplation; but Matter of Fa, and the 
moft important, that ever employ’d the Souls of 
Men. 

O'admirable Sy/van, confider with thy felf, whe- 
ther it will not be highly grateful to thy languifhing 
Soul, when thou fhalt perceive demonftratively, by 
the infallible Exthymema’s of thy trembling Pulfe, 
that thou art juft ready to be releas’d from the de- 
ceitful Sophiftry of human Life! that thou art near 
efcaping from a narrow Cage to be upon the Wing 
at large, to fly into the ample Fields of Beauty, 
Light, and endlefs Happinefs: Refle& allo at the 
fame time, O holy Eremite, that I fhou’d think it 
no Pain to be freed from my Confinement to a ftink- 
ing Neft of Infidels. 3 1 

But why fhould I give them-that reproachful E pi- 
thet, when for ought I know, Lama greater Infidel 
| my felf? "Fis true, indeed, 1 am of ‘the Lineage. 


ao 
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of Ibrahim, Ifmacl, and the Holy Race; Ibear in 
my Body the Seals ofa Divine League or Covenant 
٠ between Gop and Man, I was circumcisd in due 
Time, and gave fupreme Glory ta one Gop, and 
Honour to Mahomet his Meffenzer. I pronounc’d 
the Seven Myfferious Words, whofe Sound excites 
the Harmony of the Spheres, fetsthe Angels a dan- 
cing, puts all Nature into. Motion, and makes'the 
Devilas deaf asa Beetle. Nay, asour Holy DoGors 
teach, the very Breath with which that facredCon- 
feflion is utter’d, blows the Afhes of He// into the 
Eyes of the Davn’d, and ftrikes them blind. Ina 
word, I have fafted, prayed, given Alms, and per- 
form’d'l the external Duties of a True Believer; yet 
1 have reaforwto fear, that the beft of my pious A&- 
ionsare not fufficient tocancel my Sins. My Pra&- 
ice runscounter to my Faith; there feems to be a 
double Spirit in me, one inclining me to Good, and 
the other forcing me to Evil. For, whiltI really 
in my Heart believe the /coran, and obey Maho-' 
met, our Holy Lawgiver, I am compeli’d to deny 
both, to profefs the Life and Manners of aNazarene, 
to counterfeit an Infide/, and doa thoufandother ill 
Things, to pleafe the Grand Signiorand his Slaves. 
Thus I play faft and loofe with Gop Almighty, 
and turn Religion into Crofs-Purpofes. Yet Heaven 
knows, that I. obteit all the Elements to witnels, 
that I would fain be innocent, ard live in unble- 
mith’d Vertue: But the fatal Neceflities I lieunder, 
٠ conftrainmetoa perpetual Courfeof Vice... Which, 
makes me fometimes cry out in the Agonies of my 
Soul, O Gon! TJ pray thee either to alter my Cir- 
cumffances, and reform my Nature, or make new 
Laws more cafy to be kept. : 
Venerable and Patient Se/itary, bear with my im- 
portunate Complaints; and remember, that tho’ 
thou art as an Avge/ for thy Perfections, yet دما‎ 
mut is bata Man, fubject’to a thoufand Frailties. 
: Pity 


Q 
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Pity him, and continue to afford him thy fage Coun" 
fel; reft alfo aflur’d, that among all his Infirmities, 


he ftill retains inviolable Affections, and dutiful Re- 
gard for the T'enets of Gop’s Prophet. 


Paris, 22d of the 2d Moon, 
af the Year 1666. 


LETTER Vi 


To the Kaimacham. و‎ 

HOU may’tt report it to the Divan for a 

Certainty, that A@irammud the Son of the 
Xeriph at Sallee, is taken Prifoner by the French. 
That bold Youth has long rov’d the Seas uncon- 
troul’d; has done many Injuries to the Chri/fians, 
fill’d Sad/ee with Slaves: Now he himfelf is become 
a Captive. Such is the Fortune of War by Sea and 
Land; to day triumphant and victorious, to mor- 
row vanquifh’d and in Chains. 

Yet he loft not his Honour with his Liberty, ha- 
ving bravely defended his Veffel, and ftrew’d the 
Decks with flaughter’d French ; till overepowered 
with Numbers, he was compell’d to yield. His 
Enemies extol his Courage, and the Greatnefs of his 
Mind, which would not fink under the Preffure of 
this Misfortune. He feem’d to have the Command 
of himfelf, (which is the moft glorious Victory } 
and fufferd not his free-born Soul to be led Cap- 
tive by his Paffions 5 but behav’d himfelf with fuch 
an even Temper, as placd him above the Pity of 
his Enemies, and rather made him the Subject of 
their Emulation. ‘He is brought to the Court, 
where he is entertain’d asa Guelt, rather than as a 

I. 4 Prifoner : 
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Prifoner: Being invited to their Banquets, Matks, 
Plays, and other Divertifements.. Neither is he 
debarr’d the Privilege of Hunting, which might 
give him the"faireft Opportunity to efcape. But he 
is ignorant of the Language of this Country ; and 
few of the Freach underftand Morefco: So that it is 
almoft impoffible for him to make any Party, or 
confult his Flight, unlefs the King’s Interpreter 
fhould afit him. Befides, the French have a higher 
Opinion of his Generofity, than to apprehend fuch 
an ingrateful Return of the Royal Ufage he finds in 
this Court. 

As for Mahmut, he has not as yet made himfelf 
known Td this brave Captive.. But if the Minifters 
of the Diva? fhall think it the Intereft or Honour 
of the Sublime Porte to engage in this Affair, I 
want but a Commiffion to fet Mirammud fafe afhore 
in Africk. 5 : 

I will not hazard any thing in an Affair of this 
Importance, without an Order from my Superiors. 
When their Pleafure is once known, the Execution, 
fhall be fwift. I wait for thy Commands, as for a 
Decree of Deftiny, which cannot be repealed. 

The Gop of our Fathers, who multiply’d the 
Seed of I/bmael as the Grafs of the Field, and gave. 
them the Sovereignty over many Nafions, grant that 
the Sublime Porte, which is the Nurfery of the 
Faithful, may always take {uch Meafures as fhall ad» 
vance the Intereft af the Mu//u/man Empire. 


Paris, 1425 of the 34 Moor, 
of the Year 1666. 
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ل‎ Taek VEL 
To Hamel Muladdin, Xeriph of Salle. 


HY Son is no longer a Captive, but a Congue- 
ror: His firft Appearance before the Ladies: 
of this Court was an Equivalent to his Ranfom. He 
is like to do thee greater Service by his Chains, than 
when he rang’d the Seas. His Beauty may do more, 
Mifchief in France than all thy Ships of War 3. 
fince it hath already created fuch Rivalfhips and Fa- 
&ions among the Fair Sew, as engages thes rench 
Gallants on many unhappy Rencounte?s 5. and in a 
little Time it will be difficult for the interefted. 
Sparks to meet and part with unfheath’d Swords. 
Libels and Panegyricks divide the Studies: of the. 
Wits; while one flatters, another lampoons the 
amorous Females; and Mirammud, the illuftrious: 
Slave, is all the Talk. In a word, he finds Royal. 
Ufage, having the Liberty of the Gore. and. all are: 
pleafed with his graceful Deportment, and: undif>., 
euifed Converfation. Every one affects. his Com- 
pany, and he has the Fate of Princes, Never to be 
alone. His.Skill in Riding and. throwing the Lance,, 
has inflam’d the noble Youth wich martial Emulati-, 
ons. They efleem Mirammud.the:mof accomplif di, 
Perfon of this Age. ١ 
Can’ft thou now repine at thy Son’s glorious. 
Thraldom? A Captivity. that loads. him. with fo» 
many Honours? That lays. his Conquerors at his 
Feet, and fubdues all Hearts to his matchlefs Per- 
| feQions? His Followers find. Friendfhip among, 
the Infidels for his Sake: "Twere'to. be with’d that 
equal Humanity weredhew’d.to the Chri/ian Slaves 
in Barbary. I tell thee, thy Son isfo admird and 
lov’d, that all thy Treafure cannot redeem him The 
Ls Frenc b 
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French are generous, and fcorn to fell the Brave for 

Gold. ‘They williooner give thee thy Son again, 

expecting from his Gratitude a Recompence furpaf- 

~ fing the Value of Money; that is, an inviolable ob- 

ferving the Conditions of Peace, which, they fay, 

thou hait fo often broke. Thy Ambaffadors are ex- 

peéted here, to confummate a lafting Friendfhip. 

When that is done, thou wilt quickly fee thy Son 

return, attended by a numerous Train of French, 

who have vow’'d to follow his Fortune through the 
World, fo long as he draws not his Scymetar againft | 
their King. 

I have difpatch’d an Account of this Adventure 
to the Kaimacham, that fo the /ublime Porte, which 
gives the Law to اله‎ the Kings on Earth, may inte- 
, reft itfelf on Bhy Behalf. The French feem to have 
a profound Attach to the Ottoman Empire: Whether 
it proceeds not more from Fear, and the Princi- 
ples of Policy, than from any real Love to the 
Muffu!mans, 1 will not determine. They fpeak re- 
verently of the Grand Signior, covet his Friendfhip, 
and applaud the victorious Enterprizes of the Tre 
Believers. Indeed they are naturally a martial Peo- 
ple, and honour all Men of brave Spirits and daring 
Refolutions. ‘They have this particular Reafon alfo 
to bear Friendfhip to the Invincible O/mans, becaufe 
we are almoft continually in Wars with the Houle 
of Aufiria, the old Enemy of France. The Germans 
are wont to fay, That the Dragon’s Head and Tuil 
are in Conjunction, when the Turks and عط‎ 
invade the Empire at ‘the fame Time. Thefe are. 
number’d amongit the Con/fel/ations by Affrologers, 
to which the Germans allude in this Proverb; be- 
ing ever jealous of fome private Treaty between 
the Su/tan and the French Court. 

Gop, who is the Wifeft of the Wifeft, inftruét 
thee to adjuft thy Differences happily with this "عمط‎ 

24 | ble 
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ble Nation, that fo thou 0 fee thy Son againin 
Peace at Sa//ee. 


Paris, 14th of the 34 Moon, 
of the Year 1666. 


© سس ده‎ Se 


WE‏ ا 111 010ل 


To Pefteli Hali, bis Brother, Mafter of 
the Cuftoms at Conftantinople. 


Ed 
| PARO! my Word, thy Letter carte in a critical 


Hour, to prevent, for ought I know, more 
Mifchief than could have been repair’d again all the 


و 


Days of my Life. I have but juft taken my Eyes off — 


from it, and fet Pen to Paper, to exprefs my Thanks 
to thee for the Care thou tak’ft of thy exil’d Brother; 
for the Poft goes this Night, and I have appointed to 
meet E/iachim the Few with fome Armenians with- 
in thefe few Minutes. It had been an unfortunate 
Meeting for me, had not thy Difpatch come fo op- 
portunely to give me Warning of our Coufin So/y- 
man’s Perfidy : For thefe Furr’d Caps are his Spies 
and Confidents. The back Blows of Tagot, Negidber, 
and the Great Devil be upon him and them. What 


have I done to that ungrateful Villain, to merit fuch | 


ill Offices from him? But upon thee be the Mercies 
of Gop, the Favours of his Prophet, and the Bene- 
di&tions of all good Men and Angels: For thou art 
to me as one of the Watchers above, more than 2 
Brother: Thou art the Tuze/ar Genius of my Life, 
my good Demon in Time of Danger. 

We had defign’d this Evening for a private Ban- 
quet of Wine, which, thou knoweft, dilates the 
ire of Mortals, unlocks Secrets, and makes the 

00 L 6 mot 


1 NR RO I IE 
° tr. +. a 

228 Lerrers Writ by 1701.712 
moft referv’d Man in the World too talkative and 
open. 1 

i fi keep as great Guard upon my Tongue, per- 

haps, as another; but Gop knows how far I might .— 

have been tempted by fuch good Company, to let . 

it loofe for the Sake of Difcourfe: For thefe Fel- 

lows are foft as the Air in their Addrefs and Con- 
verfation; they appear as innocent as Sazzozes, fin- 

. cere as Hadgi’s, loyal and courtly as the Pages of 
the Serci?. ‘They would wheedle ninety nine of 4r- 
guss Eyes out of his Head fucceffively, before he 
miffed one. 

e They came firft to Paris as Merchants; and no 
doubt bet, So/yman had given ’em Inftructions how 
to infinuate ingo E/iachim’s Acquaintance, and fo by 
Degrees into mine. For that honeft Few trades 
with People of all Nations and Characters. : 

However it be, Iremember the very Words which 

thou inferted’ft in thy Letter, were fpoken by me 
in Company with thefe Infidels. But I fhall find a 
Way to be even with them, and Ss/ymax.too, before 
they'll dream of it. | 

_ In the mean time, I pray heartily, that if ever it 
fhall be thy Misfortune to be in the like Peril; De- 
ftiny or Chance, Providence or Fate, may raife fome 
Friend to give thee a Caution, and that thou may’ft 
not, with the unhappy Cz/ar, neglect to read it in 
time. 

I’m now going to encounter thefe Giafers; per- 
haps I fhall catch’em in their own Snares. If not, 

1:11 fecure they fhall not catch me. 

Dear Peffeli, may thy Soul repofe under the Pro- 
tection of Gop. 


Paris, 1/? of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1666, 


LET 
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E; م‎ 2" as ROSE, 
To Denet Oglou. 


T O whom fhould I complain in my Adverfity, 
but to my Friend? I have been more em- 
barafs’d within thefe two Moons, than through all 
the former Courfe of my Life. ‘Troubles of divers 
Kinds throng in upon me. I feem like a Butt or 
Mark, whereat every Species of Misfortune, like a 
fkilful Archer, direéts the fatal Arrows of its Ma- 
lice. Iam near over-whelm’d with Calamities. Hea- 
ven and Earth are fet againft me, and allshe Ele- 
ments confpire my Ruin. Yet no Berfecution ap- 
pears fo terrible as that of Men, nor any Affliction 
{o poignant as that which proceeds from the Ingra- 
titude and Perfidy of my own Countrymen, Perfons 
related to me by Blood. 

Age and much Sicknefs have confin’d me to my 


1 


Bed for a confiderable Time, which is no fmall Al- | 


loy to human Happinefs. But to render me per- 
feétly miferable, the Miniffers of the Porte are 
angry with me for being old and infirm, and for 
not continuing to ferve the Grand Signior with the 
fame Vigor and Strength as formerly: Elfe what 
mean the frequent Reproaches they fend me, whilft 
I am not in a Condition to anfwer them, or make 


an Apology for my felf? Would they have me im- | 


mortal, and Proof againft the Strokes of Deftiny 
and Death, which. thou know’ft are unavoidable è 
When I was in my Prime, healthy and.ftrong as an 
Eagle, they encouraged me with the faireit Pro- 
mifes in the World, telling me I fhould never want 
for Money, or the Prote¢tion of the Grand Signior. 
Yet even then I receiv’d not my Penfion without 
Murmurs and obfcure Menaces. So hard a Thing 
is it for Courtiers to be touch'd with any Man’s 


Necef> 
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Neceffities. But now they threaten plainly to ftop 
«all farther Supplies, unlefs I will grow young 
again, and do Bufinefs as brifkly as when I’d num- 
ber’d but thirty Summers. Thus they ferve poor 
Mahmut, as we ufe Oranges and Lemons, whole 
vital Spirit when we have fuck’d out, we throw 
the reft away as unprofitable. Yet not one of them 
will contribute in the leaft to my Recovery. On- 
ly the generous Cara Hali, our beloved Friend, 
hearing of my Malady, fent mea ftrange chymi- 
cal Liquor, with the celebrated Confeétion El Razi, 
fome Bezoar, and the moft precious Balm of Gi- 
e/cad; all prepar’d to my Hand, with Directions, 
and feal’d with an authentick Signet. 
Thefe indeed had a marvellous Operation on me. 
I tried them but Yefterday, and find myfelf fud- 
denly reftor’d to fome Degrees of Health; as by a 
Miracle. Whether it be the vaft Efteem I have for 
that excellent Phyfician, with the Confidence I re- 
pofe in his Skill and Judgment, has had fome In- 
fluence on me, or what elfe I know not; (yet we 
ufe to obferve, that the Patient’s good Opinion of 
his Phyfician is half a Cure:} However, thefe fo- 
vereign Medicines have infpired me with a new 
Energy : And had I not other Affli&ions to break 


my Heart, I could almoft promife myfelf to reach. 

the Age of Ne/for. But my unfortunate Stars will 

have it otherwife, and I am refign’d to Deftiny. ع‎ 
Thou know" my Coufin Solyman the Turbant- 


Maker, and art no Stranger to his Humours and 
Fortune ; what an unfettled Man he has been in 
the whole Courfe of his Life; that no Employ- 
ment could ever pleafe him, nor he be long fix’d 
in any Place. How he has rambled from Con/fan- 
tinople to Scutari, from thence to Chalcedon, &c. 
always murmuring againft Heaven, and complain- 
ing of his hard Fate, in that he was not bred a 
Courtier, a Student, a Soldier, or any Thing but 

what 
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what he really is. Thou art acquainted alfo with 
fome of his religious Caprices, how he is addi&- 
ed to doing the Book, making the tripple Knot, 
and to a thoufand other foolifh Superftitionis 5 by 
which, whilft he afpires at the Character of a Sage, 
or acunning Man, he renders himfelf more con- 
temptible than an Idiot, forfeiting the Efteem of 
all wife and good Men, for the Sake of a little 
Fame and noify Character among the empty giddy 
Multitude. . 

Butafter all, I believe thou art wholly a Stranger 
to his fecret Malice, and the Rancour with which 
he perfecuted me, his poor exil’d Uncle. I my, 
felf was deceiv’d by the fubtile Apology made 
fome Years ago, for the Slanders his, Tongue 4 
utter’d; when he transferr’d all the Guilt of that 
Injury on Sha/bizz, Ifbam, the Black Eunuch, and 
Lchingi Cap Oglani, Mafter of the Pages. But now 
I'meonvine’dhe is a Traytor, a Villain, and a Fel- 
low void of Faith and Honefty. 

I receiv’d a Letter from him within thefe feven 
Days, full of tender and infinuating Expreffions, 
thanking me for all the good Offices I had done 
him, and for my feafonable Counfel in feveral Cafes : 
Profefiing allo at the fame time an inviolable 
Friendfhip, and that he would make it his Study 
to do me fome effectual Service. Yet the next 
Poft brought me a Difpatch from my Brother Pe 
freli Heli, wherein he bids me beware of So/yman 5 
affuring me, that he had. good Reafon to fufpe& 
that Coufin’ of mine had fome ill Defign upon 
me. This is certain, fays my Brother, So4ymar 
boafts to his Familiars, not without fome Infult, 
that there is not a Word or Action efcapes his 
Uncle Mahmut at Paris, but he is foon inform’d of 
itat Conffantinople. And that which confirms me 
in the fame Jealoufy with Pe/fef/j, is, That he inferts 
in his Letter to me fome Paflages and Difcourfes 

Verba- 
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Verbatim, which I muft needs own to have been be- 
tween meand E/iachim the Few, with two or three 
Armenian Merchants,; in our moft private Meetings 
at Eliachim’s Houfe or my Chamber. Thefe he 
learnt from fome of So/yman’s moft intimate Com- 

anions. 

What can I make of all this, but that thefe 4,- 
menians are of Salyman’s Council, his Privado’s, his 
Chronee’s, &c.. whom, having Bufinefs of their own 
at Paris, that perfidious Wretch has engaged to pry 
into. my Secrets; to give him a conftant Account of 
what Difcoveries.they make, and if poffible to tre- 

an me into fome irrecoverable Error in my Con- 
Da, that fo he may finally ruin me. 

O Mabiiet يل‎ What is become of the Reverence 
due to thy Sacred Name, to thy Laz, and to the 
Book penn’d in Heaven ? Where is the 4 
Faith and Integrity? The religious Faftnefs of 
FriendMip; with which our Fathers prop’d up one 
another in the Service of Gad and the Empire of True 
Believers? But there is no need of exclaiming againft 
Faith and Piety on this Account: Human Nature it 
felf is refponfible for the Bafenefs and Ingratitude of 
my Kinfman. He no longer deferves the Character 
of a Man I advife thee to fhun his Company as a 
Peft, a walking Contagion among Mortals. 2 

In a word, dear Dgne?, let not thou 250:1 faffer 
our felves to be carried away by a vain Pity or Ten- 
dermefs for any Man, tho’ he be the Son of a Mo- 
ther’s Sifter, fince there is no Trait in Flefh and 
Blood: But let us learn the Maxims of French Wi/- 
dom, which teach Men to lay the Foundation of their 
own Happinefs, in {miling at the Misfortunes of 
others. 


Paris, 1445 of the 640 Moon, | 
of the Year 1666. | 
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Be Be Ree N 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire. 


Efides the general Charafters of Countries and 

) the People inhabiting there, it is neceffary for 
thee to be informed of particular Emergencies, and 
fuch Events as deferve a Place in the Eternal Re- 
cords of the Ortoman Monarchy, the Fifth and Latin ’ 
the World. That fo the Minifters of we Auguft 
Divan, the dettin’d Arbitrators of the Unit verfe,. 
Fudges of all Human Affairs, and Counjellors of the 
Great Sultan, may in the facred Code, as in a Mir- 
ror, behold whatever happens in the diltant ب‎ 
worthy of Remark. 

After the Salutations, therefore, proceeding from 
profound Humility, entire Refpect, and. perfe& 
Friendfhip, know that a devouring Pe/filence has 
lately madea fatal Decimation in the Exg/i/b Terri- 
tories, efpecially in Loudon, the Capital City of that 
Ifland, where above a Hundred thoufand Souls,, 
ftruck with Invincible Darts from Gop, went off 
the Stage of Human Life, in lefs than Six Moons; 
Revolution. 

The dire Contagion by Degrees fpread farther 
through the adjacent Provinces, and reach’d the 
moft remote ae folitary Corners of the Land: 
Death fet his Standard up, broglaimipe open War 
againit the Inhabitants; with flying Troops of 
Mortal Plagues, he ravag’d over the Iile, filling ail 
Parts with doleful Cries and Lamentations: ‘The 
Cemeteries were not large enough to hold the Car» 
caffes of fuch as fell before the dreadful Congueror : 
But open Fields were turn’d to Sepulchres, and 

cramm’d 
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cramm’d with Spoils of Human Race: An univer- 
fal Defolation reign’d : Death celebrated cruel Tri- 
umphs every where. 

Such as pretend to 4frology and hidden Sciences, 
will have this to be an Effeét of the late Comet 
which appear’d at the End of the Year 1664. whilft 
others attribute-it to nearer Natural Caufes ; and 
fome conclude it is a Judgment fent from Heaven 
on that Rebellious People, who a few Years before 
had involy’d the Nation in a Civil War, and bar- 
baroufly maffacred the King. God only knows 
tne Truth that is conceal’d from Man. 

Thou may’& regifter alfo, That the Queen- 
Mother Ot France is newly dead, and the Crook- 
back'd Prince of Coztî. On which Account, this 
Court is now in Mourning, and the Churches hung 
with Black, whilft melancholy Bells perpetually 
invite the Living to pray for the deceafed Royal 
Souls ; and deep-bafs’d Organ Pipes breathe out 
inceffant doleful Afpirations, founding like inarti- 
culate Prayers, and funeral Sighs for the departed. 
In this the Nazaremes approach near to the Faith 
of True Believers. They give Alms alfo, as we 
do, and fettle Stipends on certain Priefts and Der- 
_ viches, to mumble over daily Maffes for the Dead ; 
which is an evident Sign, that they have Hopes 
of Immortality, and look for the Refurrection. 
Doubtlefs, there’s fomething Good at the Bottom 
of all Religions, though it be overlaid with Errors 
and Corruptions. 

| God dire& us through the Meanders, which 
‘Human Frailty involves us in 3 and grant every 
Muffulman a particular Chart and Compafs, where- 
by to fteer his Courfe through the uncertain 1 
of mortal Life; that he may at laft arrive in Pa- 
radife. For we fhall never find the Way thither 
by general Rules. 


Ilu- 
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Illuftrious Hamet, I pray that thou and I may at 
a deftin’d Hour encounter one another in the 
Walks of Eden, there to converfe under immortal 
Shades near to fome warbling Stream of matchlefs 
Wine or Water; to revolve our paft Fatigues on 
Earth, and to carefs our felves in the Security of 
endlefs Blifs. 


Paris, 15th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1666. - 


td 
LECCE اسل طن‎ Rosetti. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 


Hou and thy feign’d Adefias be damn’d toge- 

ther for Company! Mutt I be baulk’d of my 
Money for the Sake of your new Superflition ? How 
many Meflias’s have ye had, Twenty five at leaft, 
befides the Son of Mary, who is acknowledg’d and 
blefs’d for ever? Muft all the World be bubbled to 
Eternity by the Fables of your Nation? Curfe upon 
your Rabbies and Cochams, thofe Pimps to the more 
religious Debaucheries of Mortals. Nathan, I took — 
thee for another Manner of Man. However, if thou 
art a fworn Servant to Sabbati Sevi the new Sham- 
King of the Fews, I have nothing to fay to it: Da 
as thou wilt. But, I dare be a Prophet fo far as to 
tell thee, thou wilt be serie Y left in the Lurch, 
with the reft of the Fools, thy bigotted Brethren: 
Let what will be, it behoves thee as an honeft Man 
to. tranfmit the Bills that are entrufted to. thee. 
Whether SabbatiSevi, Ben Fofeph, or Ben David be 
the Name of your expected Mefjas, 1 would not 
have 
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have Ben Saddi degenerate. Continue thou Faith- 
ful, and the Few others that are entrufted with the 
Sublime Affairs: and let all the ret of the Common 
Fews goto Gebenna, or to the Vale of Tophet which 
you pleafe. But I would fain have thee in the Num- 
ber of the Righteous, who fhall poffefs Paradife.. 
Some of thy Letters have encourag’d me to hope 
for this, but thy laft makes me almoft defpair of 
feeing thee happy either inJAis World or the Next: 

For, thou writeft like one in a Frenzy, raving on 
Chimera’s of ftrange Honour, Glory and Power, 
which thou fhalt fhortly enjoy in the Kingdom of 
* thy fantaftick Meffas; thou art already a Prince 
in thy ove Conceit. 

For God’s* fake, Nathan, wean thy felf from 
thefe religious Fondnefles:. Awaken thy Reafon, 
which is the diftinguiMing Character of a Man. 
Examine the Grounds of thisnew Delufion; fearch 
into the Birth and Origin of Sabbari Sevi, and thou 
wilt find him to defcend of an obfcure and bafe Pa- 
rentage; his Father being but a Kind of mungrel 
Jew, and by profeflion an Ufurer, which is forbid 


by the written Law of Mbfes, and in the Great لال‎ . 


coran itis accounted Execrable: His Mother a Wo- 
manof the Curds, fufpeéted for a Witch, in regard 
molt of that Infidel Nation practife Magick Arts, 


and Diabolical Charms. And ’tis not altogether 


improbable, that your counterfeit Me/fias was edu- 
cated privately by herin the fame Studies, whence 
he learn’d the Methods of Enchantments and flu- 
fions, to deceive the Senfes, and impofe on the Rea 
fon of Mankind. 

I can tell thee of a Truth, that there are more 
Eyes on him and his Actions, than he is aware of; 
and I my felf at this Diftance have receiv’d a par- 
ticular Relation of his Life, from fuch asknew him 
a Youth at Smyrna, the Place of his Nativity. He 
is accus’d of many. Vices and Extravagances during 


his 


ad RR 
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his early Years. His Converfation was wildand dif 
folute, being a noted Zzazzorato or Stallion over all 


| that City. For which, andfome other Crimes, he 


was expell’d the Syzagogue, and banifh’d from Smyr- 
na, by the mutual Confent of the Myfulman Cadi, 
and your own Rulers. He was alfo excommunica- 
ted by the Rabd:’s asa Heretick, for broaching cer- 
tain Dottrines repugnant to your Law, and the ge- 
neral Faith of the ‘fecws. All which cannot but be 
prevailing Recommendationsof him to the Office of 
Meffias or King of Ifrael. 

From thence he rambled up and down the M- , 
rea and other Provinces of Greece, leaving a Memo- 
rial of Infamy, wherever he fet his Foot continu- 
ally marrying and divorcing of Wives, debauching 
of Virgins, and frequenting the Company of Harlots, 
till thofe Countriesgrew weary of him, and ARS, 
ned to chaftife his Wickednefs. ‘Then عط‎ 1 
over into Syria and. Pa/effine, beginning to fet up 
for a Reformer of your Law, and at Feru/alem o- 
penly .profefling himfelf to be a Mefiiass; whereby 
he drew a Rabble of Lunaticks and frantick People 
after him. But as for the Seniors and Governors, 
they have rejected him as an Impottor. 

Confider, Nathan, the Fate that befel Ben Cochab, 


as he call’d himfelf, that:is, theSon of a Star, who 


pretended to be the Meflias in the Days of ddriar, 
Emperor of the Romans; reflect on the Calamities 
whichoverwheim’d him and his Followers, to the 
Number of Four Hundred Thoufand Fue ; who 
all fell with their Fale Prophet, Sacrifices to thejuit 
Revenge and Fury of that incens’d Monarch: For 
they had impudently boafted, that by fuch a prefix’d 
Time, he. fhould be taken Captive and depos’d 
from his Throne.by the Mefiias, who fhould afiume 
the Imperial Dignity, and. all the World fhovld 
obey him. But, when thofe ‘who. furviv’d the 


Slaughter of their Brethren, reflected on the Au- 


‘thor 
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thor of fo tragical a Cataffrophe, they chang'd his 
Name in Contempt and Hatred, calling him ‘no 
longer Ben Cochaé, the Son of a Star, but Bar Cz- 
ziba, the Son of a Lie, a Falfe Prophet, and Sedu- 
cer of the Brethren. 
- Thou haft all the Reafon in the World, to have 
no better Opinion of Sabdati Sevi, fince he is reje&- 
ed by the wifer fort of ews, and has not perform’d 
one Miracle in Confirmation.of his pretended 
Meffiasfhip. Neither has any uncommon or preter- 
natural Appearance happen’d before or fince he af- 
*fum’d this Dignity. Whereas all your Rabdies teach, 
that no le&than Ten Eminent and Remarkable Pro- 
digies fhall ملع هعم‎ the coming of your Meffias. “And 
I remember thou thy felt about Ten Years ago 
fenteft me a Letter much to the fame Effeét, telling 
me, that certain monftrous Sorts of Men fhould 
come from the Ends of the Earth, whofe Eyes fhall 
be as venemous as Ba/i/i/ks, with a great many other 
Stories of like Nature. 

Haft thou forgot this, Nathan, or art thou fo far 
infatuated with the bold Impoftures of this impu- 
dent Deceiver, as for his fake, to deny thy former 
Faith, reverfe thy own Sentiments, and difannul 
the Traditions of thy Doctors? For fhame rouze 
up thy intelleQual Faculties, and fuffer not thy 

. Reafon to be lull’d afleep by the preftigious Um- 
bragesand Charms of a lewd Vagrant, a Wizard, a 
Cheat. 

Have but Patience, at leaft, till thou fee thofe 
Signs accomplifh’d which are to ufherin your Mef- 
fias, before thou give up thy felf to fo dangerous a 
Credulity. Let the Sun firft emit thofe اعم‎ 
Vapours, which fhall kill a Million of the Kophrim, 
or Jufidels, every Day,as your Traditions threaten. 
Let that Luminary be alfo totally eclips’d for the 
Space of Thirty Days. In a word, let all the 
ether Prodigies come to pafs, which thou thy felf 

did 


Tori 
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didft once fo paflionately believe: And then I pro-:. 
mife thee, onthe Word of a Mufulman, that I will 
be thy Profelyte, and embrace thy Law, and adore 
thy Meffias; on Condition, that otherwife thou 
wiltbe my Convert, believe the 4/coraz, and obey 
the Meffenger of God, the Lait and Seal of the 
Prophets. 


Paris, 1 125 of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1666. 


LETTER XIL 


To the Kaimacham: 


Am afraid the Divan will be oblig’d to fend a- 

nother Agent to Vienna, to fupply the Place of 
Nathan Ben Saddi, who is running mad after the 
new Meflias of the ews. ‘There is no doubt but 
thou and the other Happy Miniffers, refiding at the 
auguft Porte have heard of acertain Jmpoffor at Smyr- 
na, by Name Sabbati Sevi, of Hebrew Race, who 
calls-himfelf the O7/y begotten Son of God, Meffias, 
and Redeemer of Ijrael; and what Multitudes of دوك‎ 
ting credulous Jews he drawsafter him. So that there 
is a Schi/m broke out between them, and they are di- 
vided into Two coutrary Factions, both in Smyrna, 
and all overthe Levant. It is impoffible that thefe 
Things fhould be conceal’d from the Re/plendent Seat 
of Fanie, fince they have reach’d even our Earswho 
‘dwell at this Diftance: Nay, there is hardly a Pro- 
vince or City in allthe We/?, which has not receiv’d 
Intelligence of fo remarkable a Novelty. 

I have receiv'd a Difpatch from Zeidi Almanziat 
Venice, wherein he informs me, thatall the Fes of 
Italy are peers to vifit the 00 Land, and to fee 

the 
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the Face of their long expected Meflias, who they 
now believe is really come on Earth, and is ghat 
Sabbati Sevi, at Smyrna. ‘They are fetling their 
Affairs as faftasthey can, acquitting themfelves from 
all worldly Engagements ; and thofe who are devout, 
give themfelves up to Prayer and Mortifications ; 
whilft others {pend their Time in Feafting, Dancing 
and all manner of Mirth. He fays, fome of 
them will fit or ftand up to the Nofe in water, for 
Four and Twenty Hours together. And this they 
do in Imitation of Adam’s Penance, according to 
their Tradition: For theyare taught, that the Fir? 
Father of Mortals after he was banifh’d from Para- 
difé, as 4° Pygithment for his Sin, ftood a Hundred 
and Thirty Years together in Water thus reaching 
to his Noftrils. 

Others of thefe fuperftitious People, will fit naked 
many Hours together on a Heap of Pi/mires, till 
they’re.almoit itung to Death. A third Sort dig 
their own Graves, and going down into them, caufe 
themfelves to be covered all over with Earth, ex- 
‘cept only their Faces; and in this Condition they 
will lie till they are almoft famifh’d. 

In the mean while, they fend circular Letters 
from all Parts, congratulating each others approach- 
ing Happinels and Deliverance from the Oppreffi- 
on of the Gentiles: Forfo they term all that are not 
oftheir own Nation. And in the’e mutual Addref- 
' ١ fes, they fail not to prophecy, That their Mefiias 
fhalJ, in fuch a Moon, go to the Great Tyrant, King 
of the Z/maelites, and Lord of all the Children of Mo- 
aband Edom; (fo they blafpheme our glorious Su/- 
tan.) ‘That he fhall depofe him from his Threne, and 
lead him away Captive; after which he fhall have 
the Dominions of the whole Earth laid at his Feet. 

With fuch Kind of wild Stuff, do thefe deluded 
People flatter one another and themfelves, as if in 
a little time they were to be Lords of all Things. So 

that 
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that no Trading or Commerce goes forward among 
them; an univerfal-Stop is put to all Bufinels, it 
being efteem’d an inexpiable Sin, ‘to follow their 
Trades in the Daysof the Mefias, who is to enrich 

them with the Wealth of all Nazions. 

Strange Rumours are fpread abroad of the Re- 
turn of the Ten Tribes over the River Sabbation, who 
were carried away Captives by Sa/manaffar King of 
Affyriavand never were heard of fince, till they now 
difcourfe of their being encamp’d in the Defart of 
Mount Sinai, in their March to the Holy Land. ’Tis 
reported alfo, that a mighty Fleet of Ships were feen 
at Sea, whofe Sails were of Satin, and their Stream- 
ers bore the Figure of a Lion, with thiwfnfcription, 
The Lion of the Tribe of Jadah. ~ : 

The Chriftians feem aftonifh’d at thefe things, yet 
fome look on ’em only as Dreams... As'for honeft 
Eliachim here;-he is no more mov’d'at thefe things 
than I; only helaughs at the Folly of the credulous 
World, and curfes the Fews for bringing fuch Con- 
tempt on themfelves and their Poiterity. But Nathaxz 
is like one Hag-ridden, or defil’d by the Lami of the 
Night. He has loft all Reafon, and "twill be no lefs 
١ than a Miracle that muft reftore it again. 

Sage Miniffer, whilft' thefe execrable People thus 
lofe themfelves for the Sake of their counterfeit Mo/- 
fas, let us continue to honour the true One, even 


Fefus the Son of Mary,who is now in Paradife, and 


our holy Prophet with him. 


Paris, 1? of the 9th Moon, 
' of the Year 1666. 
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ty EO ee Ro SE: 
1 To Murat, Baffa. 


HIS has been a confiderable Year of Actions 
and Events. At the Beginning of it, I fent. 
to the Porte an Account of the Death of the Qucen- 
Mather of France, and of the Prince of Corti; now 
J will farther-inform thee of a War that is broke out 


> between this Crawz and that of England. The Oc- 


-eafionof it was this: The Engli/b and the Hol//anders 
trafficking’ ts America, had had fome Mifunderitand- 
ings and Feuds about the Limits of their feveral 
Conquefts in thofe remote Parts of the World. The 
HoHanders being the ftrongeft, did many Injuries 
to their Neighbours the Exg/i/Z, and domineer’d 
cover them as their Lords. The Engli/h refenting this 
very heinoufly, and grown weary of their Oppref- 
fions, fent Complaints to their King. He to re- 
drefs his Subjects, order’d his Refident at the Hagwe 
to demand Satisfaétion of the States. They refufed 
to_him that Juftice; upon which, he was tefolved 
to have Recourfe to his Arms, and accordingly pro- 
claim’d War againft Ho//and, making. all neceflary 
_ Preparations to carry it on. The fame did his Ad- 
verlaries, ‘The French King in’ the ,mean time was 
oblig’d by a Treaty with the Ho//anders concluded 
in the Year 1662, to efpoufe their Quarrels; yet 
that he might not break with Eze/e72 raftily, he 
firft fent an Ambaffador to that Court, to mediate a 
Peace. But that proving ineffectual, he proclaim’d 
War againît that Nation, and commanded the عع‎ 
life Ambaffador to depart his Kingdom. The Duke 
of Beaufort, who is Admiral at Sea, was order’d to 
equip a gallant Fleet, and jain the Dutch Navy; 
which he perform’d with all imaginable wos 
an 


° 
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and, Expedition. There have been two Combats 
between thefe Enemies at Sea, and in both the Dutch 
had the worft of it: Neither did the French efcape 
without fome Lofs, having two of their greateit 
Ships feverely fhatter’d, and a third taken by the 
Englifb. 

The Plague ftill rages in England, and has alinedt 
depopulated whole Provinces. Whilft a milder Death 
has robb’d France of one of her greatett Heroes: 
The Count 2 Harcourt,of whom I have often made 
‘mention, is gone to celebrate the T'riumphs due to 
“Das Valour and Fortune in another World. 

The Emperor of Germany has at Ge eae the 
Pefunse of Spain, after abundance di Demurs and 
Hefitations about that Bufinefs.. Thefe Nuzarenes 
can do nothing with Expedition. The /pirityef 
Courts, as they call them, have more Tricks and 
cramp Words to amufe People with, than an 72 
Mountebank or Fuggler. Neither are fovereign Prin- 
ces more exempt from their Jurifdiftion, than th 
meaneft of their Subje&s: Efpecially the Court of 
Rome can make or annul Marriages at Pleafure. 
And they are fure to be excommunicated who re- 

| fufe to fubmit to their Orders. This Ho/y Court can 
alfo bind or releafe Sins, open or fhut the Gates of 
Paradife, make a Devila Saint or a Saint a Devil. 
In a word, they can do every thing if there be 
Gold in the Cafe. But ifithat be wanting, they can 
do nothing but fhrug their Shoulders. 

Thou may’it alfo inform the Divan, that the 
French King has givén Permiffion to fome of his 
Subjects, to undertake ‘a Conqueit in America, and 
eftablifh a Commerce in that Part of the Wordd. 
Many Veflels are equipped in order to this Expe- 
dition, and they that are concerned in the Voyase, 
are as merry as Fason and his Argonauts, when they 
were preparing to fetch the Golden Fleece from 
Colchos.: That Weffern Continent affords immente 
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Riches, and temptsall the Nations in Europe to make 
an Experiment of their Fortune, in gaining one 
Part of it or other. ’’Twere to be wifh’d it lay near- 
er to the Ottoman Empire. No Record can difcover 
the Origix of the Inhabitants. Yet moft Authors 
‘conjecture, that they. pafsd over from the North- 
Eaft Parts of Afia, where the Streights of Azian are 
very narrow, and would invite Sea-faring Men to 
feek new Adventures. Befides, by their being Ca- 
gibals, it appears very probable, That either they 
«defcended from the Tartars, or the Tartars from 
them. Gop alone knows how to adjuft the Diffe- 
rences, antitagveal the Secrets of Hi/fory. 

Brave Bafa, *Tis no Matter from what Stock we 
‘are defcended, fo long as we have Virtue; for that 
alone is the only true Nobility. Gop regale 3 
with his Favours. 


Paris, goth of the oth Mosn, 
of the Year 1666. 
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To Pefteli Hali, bis Brother, Mafter: of 
the Cuftoms, and Superintendant of 
the Arfenal at Conftantinople.. 


HEN I hearof thy Profperity,. my Heart 

is dilated like, his who has found hidden 

Wealth. Yet I am forry for the Difgrace of the 

good old Man, thy Predeceflor: But we muft not 

cenfure the Conduct of our Superions~ ~The Juftice: 

of their Actions is not to be call'd in Queftion.. 

The Sa/tan cannot err. This is an eftablifh’d Max- 

‘im in all Monarchies, efpecially in that of “the re- 
nowned O/mazs. 

As for. what relates to thee in this new Ad-- 
vance thou haft made;. thy own Experience ac- 
quir’d by many Years Travel and Obfervation in 
foreign Countries, added to the Knowledge thow 
-haft in the Laws, Difcipline, and Cuftoms of thy 
own, will be a fufficient Guide to condu& thee- 
in the Management of thy Bufinefs. Yet defpife: 
not the Counfel of others. A Man is never near-- 
er to Ruin, than when he trufts too much to his: 
own Wildom. Therefore the greateft Emperors: 
undertake nothing of Moment rafhly or without Ad~ 
vice. ‘Temerity often blafts the faireft Defigns. |» 

It will be of particular Import to thee, to hear 
‘of a tragical Event that has lately happen’d هع‎ 
١. Rezan, a great City in Raffa, by the Blowing-up. 
-of the Magazine. ‘This Gunpowder. does more 
Mifchief than Good in the World. The An-. 
cients fought as fuccefsfully with Bows and. Ar- 
rows, Swords and Spears, other. Inftruments. of” 
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War, without running the Hazard of blowing up 
whole Cities into the Air in Time of Peace. And 
they could undermine the ftrongeft- Caftles, even 
thofe fituated on Rocks, without ithe Help of this 
infernal Duft. Nature taught ’em to be induftrious 
in defeating their Enemies, and they {pared no La- 
bour to gain the Victory. Our Fore-fathers were 
hardy and ftrong, patient of ‘Toils and Fatigues + 
They, cut their Way into Mountains of Stone, ifany 
Place of Strength were built on it, which they had 
Occafion to befiege. And as they hew’d away that 
Part of the Rock which fapported' the Walls, they 
underpropp’d the Foundation with wooden Pillars : 
And whene had finifh’d their Mines, they fet 
Fire to certain combuftible Matter, which’ confu- 
ming thefe Supports, the Walls and Gates that reft- 
ed dn hero funk down and left the Fortrefg naked 
‘and open to the Befiegers. 

Tt had been well for the Inhabitants of Rexam 
af their City had been only thus gently difmantled, 
by fome Enemy againft whom they might have af- 

rwards employ’d their Courage to defend them- 
delves, or make Compofition. But, poor unfortu- 
nate People, they have felt.a ruder Shock, an un- 
merciful Blow of Fate, their City being in a Mi- 
nute’s Time, without the leaft Warning, ftormed, 
plundered, and laid in ies by an Enemy which 
gives no Quarter. 

This Accident happen’d on the 157 of the laf 
‘Bocon, avout the Hour of Usanamifz. «There were 
five hundred Barrels of Powder in the Magazine; 
‘and the Force of the Blow was fo violent, that 
befides the Deflru@tion of the City, or at leaft 
the beft Part of it, all the neighbouring Villages 
‘round about it felt its fatal Effe&s, fome of their 
Houfes fhaking as in an Harthquake, others falling 
to Pieces. 


Affuredly, 
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‘ Affuredly, Heaven is angry with thefe Infidels, 
and turns the very Inftruments of their Defence | 
and Safety into Scourges for their Chaftifement. 
E formerly fent Sa/eb the Superintendant an Ac- 
count of the like Misfortune that befel the City of 
Gravelines in Flanders, and of other terrible Effeéts 
of the Wrath of Heaven in the Low Countries. One 
Difafter follows clofe on the Back of another’: 
yet the Jnfidels are infenfible and ftupid, as they 
were in the Days of Noah, when the Flood 
came and furprized all the Inhabitants of the 
Country. That Prophet gave °em Warning of the — 
approaching Danger. He. was three whole Years 
in cutting down /zdian Plant-Trees, aps» preparing: 
Planks, Beams, Pins, and other Neceffaries, and fe 
ven Years more in Building that wonderful Ship. 
The Jufidels went by daily, and faw him at Work: 
but they derided the patient Apo/f/e, and taught: 
their Children to mock him, faying, Where is the + 
Water this Ship isto fail in? Afterthe Ark was fi- 
nifh’d, it lay on the Ground feven Mors, till they 
had thrice facrificed fome of Nozh’s Followers to: 
their Idols. قوط‎ 1 | Any 

‘It was perfected in the Moon of Rajeb, and in the 
Moon of Sapbar was the Decree of the Chaftifement 
fign’d, which was to be executed on all of mortal 
Race, fave Noaband the Fourfcore that were with 
‘him, with the two Pairs of every Species, which 
the Four Winds, by God's Appointment, collected 
together, and drove into the rf, and the Body of 
Adam, which was enfhrin’d and brought to Noah . 
by Angels out of the Region of Mecca, There was 
alfo Philemon the Good Prieft of Egypt, with ‘his 
whole Family. 

Juft as the determin’d Day and Hour of: the 
Flood was come, the Prince of the Country, ftimu- 
lated by his evil Deftiny,. mounted his Horfe with 
fome of his Retinue; and having facrificed to 

4 their 
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their Ido/s, rode toward the Place where Noah and 
his Company were fhut up in the 4r2, with a De- 
fign to burn it to Afhes. Hecall’d out aloud tothe 
Prophet with Scoffs, faying, O Noah, where is the 
Water in which this Ship isto fail? It will be with 
you incontinently, replied the holy Man, defore you, 
can remove your Station. Come down, thou Dotard,. 
faid the proud Infidel, otherwife I will burn thee 
and thy Companions with Fire. O miferable Mans 
faid Noah, turn toGon, for bis Judgments are rea- 
ay to burft forth on yor. 

The Prince incenfed at this, commanded his 
Slaves to put Firetothe 47#. But while he wasyet 
fpeaking, cagmanifeftly faw the Water gufhing out 
onall Hands round about him, and under his.Feet: 
Then his Heart was troubled, and full of Anguith 
and Fear. Hehafted to fecure himfelf with his Fa- 
mily and Goods, in the Caftles which he had built 
on the higheft Mountains. But alas! the Earth 
open’d, and broke like a Spider’s Web ; fo violent 
was the Force of the Waters which boiled up eve- 
ry where. The Clouds pour’d down vaft Cataracts 
‘of Rain, mix’d with dreadful and infupportable: 
Thunder and Lightning. The miferable Jnfide/s 
throng’d upon one another, curfing and blafphe- 
ming their Gods whohad deluded em. Great was 
the Confufion and Cry every where; for fuch a 
Calamity had never been known fince the Moon gave 
her Light. If any were fo nimble as to reach the 
Foot of aMountain, yet he could not afcend. by rea» 
. fon of Stones which fell on his Head, and Torrents . 

of boiling Water that ran down upon him, as if it 
had come out of a Cauldron. . And fuppofe he had: 
reach’d the Top, it had been buta fhert Delay of 
his Fate; for, ina word, the Waters fwell'd forty. 
Cubits above the higheft Mountains, and all the li- 
ving Generations perifh’d, 
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- Son of my Mother, when thou readelt this Me- 
moir (for it is a Fragment of an antient Arabick - 
Writing) think on the Day of Judgment, which. 
fhall furprize the World, even as the Deluge did. 
At that Hour, the greateft Part of Men will not. 
dream of any. fuch-thing, till ‘they fee Flames and: 
Rivers of Fire burfting forth from the Springs and. 
Fountains which before yielded Water, and Show-- 
ers of Fire defcending from Heaven, inftead of Rain... 
For the EZments will change their Courfes, to ac- 
complifh the Decrees of him who made them, and.. 
to confummate the Revenge of the Omnipotent? a-- 
gaint Unbelievers. 


Paris, 2d of the 11th Moony. ig 
of the Year 1666. 


by BoD BRS AV: 
To Ufeph, Bafta. . 


VUrely, the Gods of the Evglifh. are angry with® 
that Péop/, and the Guardian Spirits of the [fle 
Have forfook their Charge. Ifent a Di/patch at the - 
Beginning of this Year.to Muraz,: Baffa; wherein I 
inform’d him. of.a--deftruétive Plague, raging ate 
London, and in.other Parts of the.Nation. ‘That... 
Peftilence continues ftill, but under different Forms, + 
to affault the Living, and augment the Number of. 
the Dead. | 
Gop:only.knows the Origin of thefe Epidemi=-- 
| cal. Contagions; whether they derive. their Pedi- 
grees from Heaven or Hell;.from the Earth, or.- 
any other Element. Perhaps fome latent Poifons : 
in the Air, mix with the Breath of Mortals, and, 
by their fubtile Energy, foon diffipate the vital < 
ae . M..5 Flame: = 


) 
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Flame of human Bodies, like the infectious Blafts of 
the Wind E/-Samiel in Arabia, which in a Mo- 
ment’s Timecommits a Rape upon the Lives of 'Tra- 
vellers, fcorching their Spirits up, and leaving on 
the Sands a black fliff Carcafs of jelly’d Flefh, as 
tho’ they had been Thunder-ftruck. Or, perhaps 
fome venomous Exhalations from the Minerals be- 
low, tranfpire through Chinks and Crannies in the 
Earth, to plunder Mortals of their Breath, like to 
the fatal Vapours in the Cave of Death, not far 
from Virgil’s Grot in Italy. Or, who can tell, 
but that fome hidden Meteors above, or fome ma- 
lignant Stars may fend down whole Battalions of 
empoifon’d Atoms, to invade this Region of Mor- 
tality; af&gn Death's Name, King of the World 
Lavincible, to claim and carry away a certain 
Number of Gho/fs, prick’d down by Deffinj, a 
Tribute fet by Fate? However it be, that whole 
1/14 may well be call’d, at this time, the Grand 
infirmary of Europe, where baneful Sicknefsmakes 
its publick Refidence. ‘The timorous Giafers run 
from Place to Place, thinking to efcape from 
Heaven's all fearching Pur/uivants. ‘They flee 
from popular Towns to Villages; and from thefe 
again. to unfrequented Defarts, Woods, and 
Heaths,. carrying their Wives and Children with 
em, and all the Subftance of their Houfes. ‘The 
Roads are cover’d with the Caravans of doubtful 
Paflengers, who dread to think of going back to 
the contagious Seats they left behmd, yet know 
not where to be receiv’d anew. So general is the 
Coniternation, fo ftrong the Fear of thofe who yet 
furvive,. left they.fhould alfo catch the Infeétion and 


ie. 

Befides this, they have felt the Strokes of ano- 
therfurprizing Calamity: London, the Capital City. — 
of England, being newly confum’d by Fire. rit 
is not certain, whether Defien ox Chance firft kin-. 

: : dle 


te 


dled the devouring Element. But it fell out at an 
unlucky Seafon, when the Wind was high, and 
from its Eaftern Quarter blew the Flames full Weft,. 
which fpreading North and South, demolifh’d all 


before them, laying the greatefty Part of that: rich. 


and famous City in Afhes. 

Some afcribe this to a P/ot of the French; dial 
term it a Judgment of God, for their Rebellion, 
Pride, and other crying Sins. Whilît with equal. 
Probability, a third Sort affirm, "T'was 4 
and put in Execution by.a Cabal of Carpenters and. 
Ma/fons; who, wanting Employment, and pro- 
jetting the Method of enriching themfelves, dif+ 
daining alfo the inartificial and abfolete Form of 
Buildings, refolv’d to put this City inte new Fi-- 
gure, and raife it according to-the Models of: fo+ 
reign Architecture. Every one guefles as his. Af- 
fections incline him, or his. Conjectures follow. the. 
Byafs of his Intereft.. Men are always partial to. 
themfelves and the Caufe. they : have, efpous’d, . 
Ged'only knows the Truth.. 

The Superftitious among the Rorren Carbolicks 
take Occafion from; the ‘Timing of this horrible. 
Conflagration, to infult o'er. the Eng/i/2 Proteffants: . 
who from fome obfcure Paffages in the Book. of. . 
their Go/pe/,; ufed to foretel, in a Prophetick Man-. 
ner, That the final, Ruin.-and Catefrophe of Rome. 
would: happen in this, Year 1666: Whereas, by. 
fatal Experience;. more fure than vain Predidtions,. 
they find. the Metropolis of their. own Nation re- 
duc’d torAfhes. .. 

Whoever are the:Inftruments in thefe Taagedies,. 
*tis certain the Defigns of Fate are ftill perform’d. 
Every Kingdom, State,and Community, has its cri~ 


. tical Periods sand-CAimaéters, wherein it. azera De- 
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* This Blank the Italian Preface mentions, and fays,. 
7711 owing to the Lofs of fome Part of the Arabick 


Letter fuppos d to be torm off by Chance, ot: on fome- 


otber Occafion. 


Paris, 2d of the 11th Moon. 
of the Year 1666. 


LET DbERrXVI. 


Fo Cara Haly,. Phyfician to be Grand’ 


Signior.. 


* Am: melancholy, beyond the Defcription: of. 
- Painters, Poets, or the. lively Eloquence of; 
Cicero. Methinks, I'm fome exotick Being; a: 


perfect Foreigner on Earth;.a Stranger to its Laws 


and’ Maxims. I appear to other Mortals like: a: 
Giafar or Frank in his Weftern Drefs at Morocco: 
Babylon, or Conffantinople. 1 mean not: for my. 
outward Habit, (for in that ?m conformable enough» 


to.the Mode of the Region where I. refide) but Tm 
all: unfafhionable within ; ridiculous in my. Senti» 


ments and Converfation. When others laugh, E 


figh, and find a Reafon to be fad, in the midft of. 


merry Company: Even Wine itfelf, that exhila= 


rates all the World befide, does but increafe my 
Melancholy, by adding Strength unto my labour= 


ing Thoughts.. It fublimates my Spirits up to; 
Sacred. Phrenfies.’ I am all: Lunatick at fuch a: 


Time. ~ Each. Glafs: creates. new. Dreams more 


wild than the ftrange-Flights and. Raptures of 2 


Santone. My heated Spleen,. like. Mount: Gide/; 
belches. forth horrid. Clouds of Smoak and. Va~ 
pours, ‘which. lay long fmothering in. its {pongy. 


Caverns 5: thefe quickly fpread.and .cover all the: 


Horizon. 
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Horizon of my. Soul, rendring it dark and gloomy,. 
as the Cimmerian Solitudes, or the more difmal: 
Valleys bordering on the River Styx, where furly 
Charon. waits to ferry o’er the Caravans of trem- 
bling Ghofs,.and land. them 12-7 

Oh! that thofe Fab/es of the antient Poets were 
but true! or that I knew but fomething certain of 
our Future State! whether the Sou/ furvives or no,. 
when Death. has ftopt the Circulation of our 
Blood ?} And what becomes of that Immortal Sub- 
france, after its parting from the Body ? Whether 
it.pafs by Tranfmigration into the Eméryo of fome~ 
other Animal, as Pythagoras taught ;. or be uni- 
ted, {wallowed. up, and: loft in the Univer/al Soul 
of the World, as Plato did. believe 2 Or, if fome 
other Magziet does attract its Prefence 3 and hidden: 
Sympathies of Nature teach it: to form itfelf a Ve-. 
hicle or Body of. the Elements? Perhaps, fome: 
Souls unite with Air, whilft others mix with Wa- 
ter, Earth,. or purer Skies. ‘This for its horrid. 
Sins in mortal. State, may be. by the Eternal 
Nemefis fank down into.the fatal Caverns of Mount. 
Etna, Strombolo, or Vefuvius; there to incorpo- 
rate with burning Rivers and Lakes of Sulphur and. 
other Minerals,. to hear perpetually. the. frightful. 
Gracking,. Rumbling, and loud Thunders of thofe- 
infernal Vaults;. to be, without Intermiffion, an- 
noy’d. with the eternal Stench of melted. Mines, 
whofe poignant Vapours equally kill it and. revive. 
it every Moment, that. it may. be confin’d to an: 
endlefs Circle of Miferies: To feel the excrucia-- 
ting. Torments which no Tongue can utter 3: whilft. 
the inceflant rapid Motion of. thofe. exalted and. 
moft. violent Fires, with which it is embodied by: 
Decree of Fate, rob it of the very Poflibility of the. 
Jeaft.eafy ‘Thought; or quiet Minute 3. and at the: 
fame. time rack it. with. infinite. T'ortures.. 


ieee 


ik 


254 LetrersWrit by Vol.VIL 
١ Think not, my dear Phy/ician, that it is impof- 


fible a feparate Spirzt can thus be fenfible of Pains. 
‘There’s no fuch Thing as a feparate Spirit, fave 


Gop who made all Bodies, and therefore was be- 


fore them. The Arge/s themfelves are partly cor- 


poreal ; fo are the Devils. Do not believe then, 


that mortal Man, who is in a middle State between: 
thefe two, fhall by dying, gain a Privilege above 


the moft illuitrious Spirits in Heaven. As foon as’ 


Death has diflodg’d us from one Body, Nature, Pro- 


widence, or Fate provides us another, according to: 


our Qualities, Inclinations and Merits: We may 


as well by Metemp/ychofis, become the Spirit or Soul’ 


of a flaming Sulphur-Mine, or at Jeaft of fome Part 
of it, as هذه‎ Horfe, an Eagle; or a Dove: For 


fuch, for ought we know, may be the Difpofition’ 


of Divine Wifdom, Juftice, and Omnipotence: 
° By the very fame Reafon another Sez/ may’ be 
tranfported to the open, happy Skies, where it may 


either range in boundlefs, free, and’ ferene Tracts 


of Bli/s, or be'enfranchis'd in the Corporations of 
the Stars, to dwell in Palaces of Azure, Topazess 
and Diamonds; to poflels Provinces more rich than 
in Peru or Guiney, where the Rufticks plow up 
Gold, more beautiful and pleafant than the famous 


Fields of Theffaly. Gov knowswhat will become 


of us after our Diffolution: But the Ignorance of 
this one Truth occafions all‘my Melancholy. 

Deaté is not formidable of itfelf, nor all the do- 
lorous Circuniftances that precede it: ’Tis only 


what comes after, ‘ raifes all my ‘Terror. Were 1 to 


melt away in lingring Agnes and Confumpttons sor 
to be fooner pofted off in high-wrought Fevers, 
Pleurifies, or Peitilence: Or if it were my Fate to 
die by Piftol, Sword, or Poifon, or any other Kind 
of flow or fudden Death, allotted me from Chance 
or Nature, Providence or Fate: Should’ Heaven con- 
fame me in a ‘Trice by Lightning; or this Globe 
Bain ll è | with 
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with equal Swiftnefs, bury me in fome furprizing 
Earthquake: *Twould be all one to Mahmut, were 
it not for the After-claps, to which I ama Stranger. 


' I tremble at the hidden and unfearchable Force of 


_ Nature: I dread the irreverfible unknown Decrees of 
Fate, the Secret Methods of Eternal Deffiny, the 


Laws and Order of the other Wor/d, in billetting the 


‘Troops of human Sou/s, that go to winter there, af 
ter this Life’s Campaign is finifh’d. 


Once in a cold and frofly Evening, as I was اله‎ 


velling o’er a bleak wide Plain, and felt the pene- 
trating Blafts of North-Eaft Winds, with chilling 
Sleet, which fell upon me from the Clouds; my 
Spirits alfo tir’d with tedious Journeys, and my 
anxious Thoughts being wholly take#°up about: a 
Refting-Place that Night, and how to avoid the 
. Affaults of Robbers, with a thoufand other Perils, 
threatning a Stranger on the Road; at length I 
chanced to think of the untry’d and remote Voyage 
I muft one Day make to another World. It chill'd 
my Blood to imagine the difconfolate naked Cir- 
cumitances of a Separate Soul, which, for ought I 
knew, might be bewilder’d, loft, and forc’d to: 
wander up and down through untrack’d Waftes of 
mifty frozen Air, where the inhofpitable Element 
affords no Guides, nor Caravanfera’s to comfortlefs,. 
pen: ftraggling Ghofts; unlefs-they would accept a 
odging in fome Cloud, the Giltern and Chariot 
of Rain, Hail, or Stow.;. there to‘ incorporate with 
the MELITA Meteors, and be whirl’d round the 
Globe, or elfe precipitated’ down to Earth again in 
Showers; from thence perhaps to be exhal’d by 
the Sun, and mix’d with Emdryo’s of Lightning, 
| Fiery Dragons, Ignes Fatui, or other Bodies hourly 
flaming in the We/kin, and thus to circulate in 
endlefs Tranfmigrations. Who knows the Circum- 
ftances of departed Sow/s, or Laws of a Separate 
State # Let him declare what Ufage we fhall find in 
that 
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that invifible and dark Recefs from Life: He fhall: 
be then efteem’d more than 490%, by the penfive. 
Mahmut. Not the old De/phick Oracle could re- 
eeive greater Reverénce from the inquifitive World ;. 
nor Mecca now from devout Mu/ju/man Pilgrims;. 
or Medina Talnabi, where the Prophet refts in 
Peace, than fuch an one fhould have from me, who | 
could with-unfeigned Truth difcover how we hall: 
be difpos’d of when we die.. But I am cloy’d and; 
naufeated with. dull Romances of the. Prie/fs and 
Derviches. 
My Friend, let thou and I learn: to improve the- 
Joys of prefent Life, and not by damn’d Miftakes, . 
deprive our felves of double. Happinefs. But let us. 
fo comport ودع الع لي‎ that our T7an/migration:may. 
be but from the Pleafures of Earth to thofe.of Hea=- 
ven;.from one Paradife to another. 


Paris, 6th of the 1/2 Moon,. 
of the Year 1667. 
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| gd ited red Rae Hah ud Sag 
Fo Kerker Haffan, Bafia. 


HE Bleflings of Gop and his Prophet chear 

thy Heart, as thou haft exhilarated mine by 

thy laft Letter, wherein thou encourageft me with 

the Hopes of being-remov’d from this difagreeable 

Poft, to one more delightful and happy, even to a 

fweet Country Retirement, either in Arabia, orany 

other Part of the Grand Signior’s Dominions, which 
is the very Mark of all my Withes. 

I have a natural Averfion for great and populous 
Cities. They feem to be fo many magnificent Se- 
pulchres of the Living, where Men are fhut up, im- 
prifon’d, and buried from all Commerce with the- 
Elements; or they are like Ho/pitals and عاو‎ Hou/fes. 
where People crowd, infect, and ftink one another 
to Death with a thoufand Pollutions. ‘They hive 
together like Bees, and build their Apartments in 
Darknefs. Like Nefts of Pi/mires, they trudge up 
and down all the Summer of their Youth, to heap 
up Treafures, that they may {pend the Winter of 
their Old Age in loathfome Eafe, and benumm’d 
Stupidity ; not darirg to venture out of the Purlieu 
of their nafty, fmoaky Habitations, and yet they’re 
ready to be ftifled with their own Breath. 

"Tis with Pleafure I contemplate the Face of the 
infant Earth, before it was deform’d by the unne- 
-ceffary Arts of the Carpenter, Smith, and Ma/on: 
When Men had no other Houfes, fave what they 
made themfelves, every one for his Family, of the. 
Branches and Boughs of Trees, interwoven with. 
fe Reeds and Ivy; and cover’d thick with 
Leaves 
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Leaves and Grafs to fhelter them from Wind, Hail 
Rain, and other Injuries of Weather. .-Or perhaps 
fome had found out a Den or Cave in the Earth,. 
or the Hollow of a Rock, for a Sanétuary in fuch 
Cafes, where they repos’d in perfect Tranquillity, 
without Fear of Snaresor Violence, without Appre-. 
henfion of Robbers, or any tragical Surprize. 
They went out and in, flept and wak'd, labour’d 
and refted in Safety and Quiet. Avarice, Envy, 
and Injuftice had not as yet corrupted the Minds 
of Mortals. The Earth brought’ forth Corn, 
Herbage, and Fruits, without the Husbandman’s: 
or ‘Gardener’s Labour: All Places abounded with 
Plenty of «ignocent Refrefhments, and thofe pri-. 
mitive Inhabitants coveted no more. "The Cattle 
and Bees afforded them Milk and Honey, and the 
Fountain-Waters were generous as Wine. This 
Globe was acompleat Paradi/e, and no miftaken 
Zeal had taught Men religioufly to invade onea- 
nother’s Rights, and in a pious Fury to murder 
their Neighbours, in hopes of meriting Heaven 
hereafter. There was no fuch Thing as Bigotry 
er Superftition to be found among any of Human 
| Race. The Law of Nature was in univerfal Force: 
Every Man purfu’d the Diftates of Reafon, without 
saa: after Religions Sophifiry, Sacred Fa- 
bles. 4 
But when once the Lucre of Gold had corrupted 
Mens Manners, and they, not contented with'the 
Riches and Sweetswhich they daily cropt from the 
Surface of the Earth, had found a Way to defcend 
into her Bowels, ftung with an infatiable Defire of 
hidden Treafures; then began Injuftice, Oppref- 
fion, and Cruelty to take place. Men made Enclo- 
fures to themfelves, and encompafs’d a certain Por- 
tion of Land with Hedges, Ditches, and Pales, to 
fence them from the Invafions of others; go » 
, ult 
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Guilt of their owd vicious Inclinations fill’d them 
with Fears, and made them jealous of oneanother. 
They built themfelves ftrong Holds, Fortreffes, 
Caftles, and Cities: And their Terrors increafing 
with their Criminal Poffeffions, they perfuaded 
themfelves, that the very Elements would prove 
their Enemies, if not pacified by Bribes and Pre- 
fents. Hence fprung the firft Invention of A/tars 
and Sacrifices, and from thefe vain panick Fears of 
Mortals, the Gods deriv’d their Pedigree. For one 
built a Temple to the Sar, another to the Moon, a 
third to Fupiter, Mars, or the reft of the P/anezs. 
Some ador’d the Fire, others the Water or Wind. — 
Every one fetup to himfelf fuch a God as he fancied 
would be propitious to him. Thus Error being 
equally propagated with Human Nature, they 
created an infinite Rabble of imaginary Deities, 
paying to thofe Ido/s the fupreme and incommu- 
nicable Honours, due only to the Eternal Effence, 
Father and Source of all Things. 

Befides, they liv’d in intolerable Prideand Luxu- 
ry, in eonftant Warsand Strife, in Darknefs, Igno- 
rance, and Confufion. 1 fpeak of fuchas dwelt in 
‘Cities, and were incorporated'together by one com- 
mon Intereft. For ftill there remain’d fome who 
‘obey’d the Original Lazsof Nature, andthe Tradi- 
tions of Primitive Humanity. 

Thefe dwelt in Tents, or other moveable Habi- 
tations, as our Countrymen the. 4raés do at this 
Day with the Tarters their Brethren. They fcorn’d 
to faften themfelves to the Earth, by poflefling 
any Part of it in Propriety: Every Field and 
Wood, Hill and Valley, River and Well, were 
with them in common. They ftraggled whither 
they pleafed. 7 

This is the Life fo emulated by me, or inftead 
of that, at leaft a Retirement from Cities, that I 
may breathe out my lat Hoursin a free Air, ده‎ 

rom 
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from the ftifling Company and'Eontagion of Mor- 
tals. Ilong to range at Liberty through unfre- 
guented Paths of Defert Ground, o’er wild, un- 
polifh’d Heaths; from thence infenfibly to fall into 
١ fome venerable Solitude, where the dry, mofly 
Barks of Trees, in filent Charaéters proclaim the 
Antiquity of the Place ;. and gentle Whifpersof the 


Wind inftruét the Methods of PJ/atonick Loves — 


infpire ftrange Paffions, which we never felt before, 
and teach us to converfe with Sazyrs, Nymphs, and 
other harmlefs Tezazts of the Shades: How great 
is the Pleafure to be thus furpriz’d with fome har» 


monious, warbling Stream, orfilent, foft, deep,. 


Cryftal River? to peak Incognito with Dryads, 
Hamadrya@s, and the fporting Echo’s;. to lie dif- 
- folv’d in loofe, yet innocent Enjoyments on the 
Banks, to talk with Nature, with Lmmortal Sub- 


Rances, and with Eternity it felf? Oh God! is not. 


this ravifhing? 

’Tis difficult to fay, whether it would be plea- 
fant or painful to return from thefe ineffable Pa» 
rades of the S24/, to our domeftick Felicities, tho’ 
even ina rural Life, which I acknowledge to be. 
the happieft on Earth. Yet there to trace the 
Herds and: Flocks, to walk amidft the high-grown. 
Corn, and Grafs, to pluck the bearded'Ears of Bar- 
ley, to let our Eyes rowl o’er the various Figures. 
of the Wind-blown Wheat and Millet, our Nofes to 

fuck the fragrant Airs of Marjoram, ‘Thyme, Oran- 

ges, and Lemons, with innumerable Spices; our 
Ears to hear the inimitable Melody of Birds, and e- 
very Senfe to be tranfported, fnatch'd away, and 
loft in facred Extafies ; ‘muft needs be rank’d among 
the higheft Kinds of earthly Pleafures. 

But to defcend from thofe Enjoyments, to the 
meaneft and moft common Diverfions of a Country- 
Life; methinks there’s fomething peculiarly charm- 
ing in the very ellenge Situation of the Houfes s: 


whee. 
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‘whether it be on the Brow of a Hill, or the Bot 
‘tom of aValley; in the Midit of a Wood, or the 
‘Opening of a Heath; on the Side of a Road, or 
in fome obfcure Cornerof the Country. 71015 agree- 
‘able, when waking in the Morning, to hear the 
Bleating of Sheep, Lowing of Oxen, Screaming, 
Quacking, and Crowing, of Geefe, Ducks, Cocks, 
and other Home-bred Animals; to hear the Jouder 
Winds, threatning to tear up Trees by the Roots, 
demolifh Houfes, and remove the Globe it felf, if 
‘poffible, from off its Bafs. This would be better 
Mufick to me for a Change, than a Confort of Dz/- 
cimers, Theorbos, Timbrelsand Viols. Human Na- 
ture delights in Variety, and there is 4”certain aù- 
‘dacious Curiofity.in the S04/, which loves to venture 
on Extremes. The Rain, the Dirt, the Stink of 
Hogs, Camels, Dromedaries, and other necefiary 
rural Beafts, would pleafe me better than the con- 
ftant tedious Eafe, and fulfome Sweets of Cour? or 
City. I fweat whilft thus fhut up within thefe Walls: 
It cloys me to be daily walking in aCircle ; totram- 
ple always o’er the fame Ground, ina vaft Labyrinth 
of Houfes, where my Senfes meet no new refrefh- 
ing Objects but my Ears are hourly naufeated, vex’d 
and tir’d with the ratling Din of Coaches, Carts, 
Artificers, andthe harfh Voices of fuch as fell Flefh, 
_ Fifh, and other Thingsabout the Streets. My Eyes 
can find no grateful Profpects, but dafh’d with furly 
rugged Looks of proud and wealthy Infidels; or 
with the fly fatyrick Smiles of well-fhap’d People, 
who contemn me for my bandy Legs, and crooked 
Back. 

In a word my dear Bafa, I long to feel the 
gentile Breezes of the Ea/?, purifying my 501/1, and 
cleanfing it from fo many Pollutions. I languifh 
for the Sight of Turbants and Crefcents, for the de- 
vout Call of the Myezins on the lofty Minarets: I 
die in Contemplation of the facred Fa/?s and Fea/fs, 
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the noéturnal Joys of Rabat the Revels and 
chearful Illuminations of Beiram, and the Imperial 
Dunalma’s. When I think of thefe things, my Soul 


burfts forth in fervent Invocations, and every Fa- 


culty cries, 4//a, Alla. 

May that Divine and Immortal he hear my 
Prayers, and grant me the Happinefs to fee the Face 
of noble Kerker Haffan, in an Horizon pure and free 
from the Defilement of Infidels. 


Paris, 142 of the’ 24 Moon, 
١1 of the Year 1667. 
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To Ifouf, bis Coufin, a Merchant at 
Aftracan. 


L Sent a Di/patch to thee in the Year 1664, where- 
in, among other things, I recommended our 
Coufin So/yman to thy Friendfhip.and Patronage, if 
ever he fhould travel مم‎ as Iadvis'd him. 


For thowknoweft he has a roaming: Genius, without 
the Wit to improve himfelfin any Foreign Country, 


unlefs he has a Friend to guide and take Care of him: 

And then ’tiwill'be a difficult Tafle to make him fen- 
fible wheré he is: He'll alw ays think he is within 
the Verge of the Grand Signisr’s Hunt, where he 


| May domineer: at large, under.the Notion, of a Re- 


tainer to the Sultan. He's a frange humour’d 


palio: I know 3 not what to make 53 es He’ 5 
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or any ‘thing thac bears the Form of Holinefs: But 
when he’s flept upon’t, the vain young Convert 
‘would return again to the World, and be a Soldier, 
Courtier, Profeflor of the Laz, or any thing that 
‘makes a Figure in the Eyes of Men. So unwelcome 
are the rigid Paths of Virtue to a Sox/ not well efta- 
blifhed in its Principles. 

And yet our Coufin So/yman, as I am told, is the 
Muffulman of the Muffulmans, as to his Exterior. 
With Hand devoutly laid to Breaft, and humblet 
Couch o’th’ Head, he gives the Sa/em to his Friends 
and Neighbours: Soft, as the Signs of Mutes in the 

. Seraglio: Humble as the Grecian Chapman, walking 
through the Streets, is forc’d to imitatz, when he is 
heétor'd by the rampant Fanizari¢s. 

But, oh my Coufin J/ouf, “tis Grief to fay, that 
Sslyman, Partaker of our B/ood, is bafe, ungrateful, 
and perfidious: That he fhould be thus unnatural, 
ftudying the utmoft Period of our Life; inftead of 
honeft, juft, and noble Prefents, to prolong it. 

I had Reafon, long ago, to compare him to Por- 


tius Pilate; and if I had gone on, and {cum’d of all - 


the mof enormous Crimes of human Race, ’twould 
be too little to exprefs his Enmity againft Mahmut, 
the kindeft Uncle, and the trueft Friend, that e’er 
poor Solyman could boaft of. RA 

But he is degenerate, and that’s too little, with- 
out the mournful Sighs of thee and me, to increafe 
the Aggravation of his Crime... | 

In fine, he’s our Kinfman, and let us fhew Mer- 
cy. He has been perfidigus to me, and I would 


retrench the Words I have fpoken in his Difgrace. - 


If he comes to 4/racan, do as thou pleafett: But 
have an Eye over thine own Affairs. ‘Take not So- 
lyman for an Angel. He is ftill but a Turdant-maker 3 
a frolickfome Blade; and.a Merchant that makes a 
very {mall Figure. 


Coufin 
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‘Coufin J/ouf, forget not the Maxims thou haft 
Jearn’d in thy Travels; Be true to thy Friends, and 
thy felf. Honour the Memory of thy deceafed Pa- 
ents. Love all Men that are good. And be not 
remifs in praying for the Suz/ of thy deceafed Un- 
‘ele, whenever God fhall call for it. 


Paris, 2628 of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1667. 


The End of the Sixth Volume. 
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